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THE 


testimony 


O  F 


Friends  belonging  to  GishrougB 
Monthly-meeting,  concerning  our 
worthy  Friend  John  Richard- 
,  SON,  who  departed  this  Life,  neat' 
Hutton  .in  the  Hole^  the  2d  of 
the  Fourth  Month  1753,  in  the 
.  Lighty-feventh  Year  of  his  Age 
and  was  buried  in  Friends  Burvin 
ground  at  Kirhj -moor fide. 


CtJ. 


S  many  of  our  Elders  are  rerriove'd,  a 
but  few  left  who  had  perfonal  Knowledge 
of  this  our  Friend  in  his  younger  Years,  and 
early  Part  of  his  Service,  we  cannot  give  fo  full 
ad  Account  thereof  as  othefwife  might  have' 
been  done> 


Neverthelefs,  by  Accounts  trahfmitted  to  us,’ 
we  have  Canfe  to  believe  he  was  much  devoted 
and  chearfully  given  up  to  walk  in  the  Way  of 
his  Duty,  and  therein  was  of  great  Service  to' 
the  Churches  where  his  Lot  was  caft  ;  as  alfo  an* 
Indrument  in  the  divine  Hand,  in  turning  many 
lo  Righteoufncfs. 
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As  to  the  latter  Part  of  bis  Life,  we  have  this 
Teftimony  to  give  of  him,  That  he  was  a  Lover 
of  Difcipline  and  good  Order  in  the  Church, 
diligent  in  attending  Meetings  for  W^orfhip  and 
Truth’s  Service,  whilft  of  Ability  ;  a  good  Ex¬ 
ample  therein;  by  fitting  in  a  dill,  quiet,  and 
unaffedted  Manner  in  Silence,  and  when  raifed 
up  to  bear  a  publiclcTeftimony,  was  comfortable 
and  acceptable  to  Friends. 

And  when  his  natural  Faculties  were  fomc- 
what  impair’d,  and  he  confined  at  Home  thro’ 
old  Age  and  Infirmities,  he  appeared  more  and 
more  heavenly- minded,  and  leem’d  to  grow  in 
tne  Life  of  Religion,  that  we  hope  he  is  now  at 
Reft  in  the  Fruition  of  that  Happinefs,  prepared 
for  fuch  as  hold  out  to  the  End  in  Well-doing. 

Signed  on  Behalf  of  the  /aid  Meeting,  held 
■  at  Caftleton  on  the  2zd  of  the  Third 
Month,  1754,  by 

John  Snowdon 
William  Peirson 
John  Flintoft 
John  Wilson 
7  HOMAs  Ward 
Onesiphorus  Hoopus 
Isaac  Stockton 
John  Baker 
Thomas  Wood 
John  Stephenson 


Isaac  Taylor 
Thomas  Ellerby 
Caleb  Fletcher 
John  Martin' 
George  Coats 
George  Mason 
Joseph  Flintoft 
IGchard  Wilson 
William  Hartas 
Joseph  Hesleton. 
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THE 

TESTIMONY 

O  F 

F  R  I  E  N  D  s,  from  the  Qiiarterly- 
meeting  held  at  York. 

ON  reading  the  Teftimony  given  from  the 
Monthly-meeting  of  Gijhrough,  concern¬ 
ing  our  late  ancient  and  worthy  Friend  John 
Richardson,  deceafed,  of  which  we  approve, 
and  do  find  ourfelves  under  an  Engagement  to 
add  this  fliort  Teftimony  :  That  from  certain 
Experience  of  the  Service  he  has  had  amongfl 
us  in  a  frefh  and  lively  Miniftry,  and  in  the 
exercifing  of  the  Difcipline  of  the  Church  in  a 
Gofpel  Spirit,  whereby  many  received  Comfort 
and  Edification  ;  and  fome  of  us  having  Know¬ 
ledge  of  him  from  his  early  Appearance  in  the 
Miniftry,  remember  that  he  was  'acceptable  to 
Friends,  being  found  in  Dodlrine,  reaching  to 
the  Witnels  of  God  in  thofe  to  whom  he  mini- 
ftred  X  He  was  a  diligent  and  faithful  Labourer, 
travelling  feveral  Times  through  moft  Parts  of 
this  Nation,  and  vifited  Friends  Meetings  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  as  alfo  twice  the  EngliJJo 
Plantations  in  America,  leaving  many  Seals  of 
his  Miniftry,  having  had  the  Approbation  and 

Unity 


Unity  of  his  Friends  with  his  Service  both  al 
Home  and  abroad.  He  was  a  tender  nurfing 
Father  in  the  Church,  over  the  Youth  whom 
God  had  vifited,  to  encourage  and  ftrengthen 
thofe  newly  convinced,  to  whom  alfo  he  wa& 
a  good  Example  ;  and  though  of  a  fweet  and 
courteous  Difpolition,  yet  careful  in  the  Spirit 
of  Wildom,  to  caution  and  guard  fuch  againft 
the  deceitful  Workings  and  falfe  Reprefentationsr 
of  the  Spirit  of  Error  ;  and  to  divers  of  us  who 
vilited  him  towards  the  Clofe  of  his  Time,  hef 
appeared  in  a  heavenly  Frame  of  Mind,  to  our 
■  great  Comfort,  evidencing  a  Preparation  for  that 
eternal  Blifs  wherennto  (we  doubt  not)  he  is 
entered,  and  reaps  the  Fruits  of  his  Labours. 

Signed,  in  and  on  Behalf  of  our  Sfuarterly- 
mectmg,  held  at  York  the  zjth  and  z'ith 
of  the  ^hird  Months  1754,  by 


Bossell  Midi>leton 
John  Scott 
Robert  Henderson 
Edward  Stabler 
Roger  Shackleton 
Layton  Firbank 
Will  iam  Hikd 
John  Flintoft 
William  Cowell 
John  Birkbeck 
John  Kilden 
Thomas  Rowland 


Samuel  Grimsha-w 
William  Coning 
Thomas  Aldam,  jun.- 
William  Payne 
John  Greenwood 
John  Hustler 
Caleb  Fletcher. 
William  Brown  ' 
Abraham  Sutcliff 
John  Sutcliff 
Jonathan  Craven. 
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A  N 

ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

LIFE 

O  F 

JOHN  RICHARDSON, 


Introduced 

a  brief  Relation  concerninz  his 

William  Richardson* 

IT  has  been  repeatedly  revived  in  my  Mind, 
to  leave  the  follovidng  Account  concerning 
my  dear  Father  William  Richardson, 
Jiaving  alfo  feen  fomething  of  his  own  in  Manu- 
fcript,  concerning  his  Convincement,  '  with  Rcl 
marks  on  fome  other  Things  ;  but  I  being 
young  when  he  died,  did  not  then  much  heed 
it,  and  when  I  would  gladly  have  feen  it  for  my  • 
own  Satisfadlion,  I  could  not,  nor  as  yet  can 
meet  with  it  ;  therefore, 

Inafmuch  as  my  Father  was  early  convinced 
pf  the  Truth,  a  Sufferer  for  it,  and  bore  a  pub- 
lick  Tefiimony  to  it,  I  found  i^  ray  Duty,  as 

near 
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near  as  I  could  remember  the  Contents  thereof,  to 
leave  this  fhort  Account  concerning  him,  viz. 

He  was  born  at  North  Cave,  in  the  Eaft  Part 
of  Torkpoire,  in  the  Year  1624,  of  honed  Parents, 
and  of  good  Repute,  and  was  educated  in  the 
Epifcopal  Vv^ay,  being  foberly  inclined  from  his 
Childhood  and  upv^rard,  a  Lover  and  Seeker  after 
Purity  and  Virtue  :  And  I  have  heard  him 
fay^  gave  his  Mind  much  to  Retirement,  read¬ 
ing  the  holy  Scriptures,  breathing  and  feeking 
after  the  Lord,  efpecially  in  the  Fields,  being 
by  Calling  a  Shepherd  and  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  open  his  Underdanding  fo  clearly,  that  he 
faw  and  longed  for  a  more  excellent  Difpenfa- 
tion  to  come  ;  and  alfo  faw  that  the  Prieds  were 
wrong,  and  generally  proud  and  covetous,  fo 
that  he  was  weary  with  following  them,  and 
much  weaned  from  them  and  all  Company,  ex¬ 
cept  two  or  three  Men  who  did  meet  with  him, 
and  fpoke  one  unto  another  concerning  their 
inward  Conditions,  and  what  they  had  experi¬ 
enced  of  the  Lord’s  Dealings  with  them.  This 
w^as  before  they  had  heard  of  the  Name  ^aker, 
as  it  was  in  a  flaort  Time  after  given  to  a  People 
which  the  Lord  raifed  up  to  give  Tedimony  of 
the  notable  and  ancient,  yet  newly  revived  and 
bleffed  Difpenfation  of  Chrid’s  Coming,  ,  and 
Manifedation  by  the  holy  Spirit,  inwardly  in 
the  Hearts  and  Minds  of  the  Children  of  Men, 
in  order  to  enlighten,  quicken,  fandify,  and  fave 
them  from  Darknefs,  Deatn,  Ignorance  and  Sin, 

that  they  might  be  made  capable  of  obeying, 

wordiipping 
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worlllipplng  and  glorifying  the  great  Gdd  and 
Sandifier  of  them* 

And  as  my  Father  was  thus  waiting  and 
looking  for  a  more  general  breaking  forth  o^ 
this  glorious,  powerful  and  Gofpel-dayj  which 
had  in  a  good  degree  fprung  up  in  his  Heart,  he 
had  not,  as  yet,  feen  that  worthy  and  good  Man 
George  Fox,  although  he  pafled  through  thofe 
Parts  about  that  Time  ; .  but  foon  after  came 
William  Dewsberry,  and  at  the  Sound  of  his 
Voice,  I  have  heard  my  Father  lay,  he  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  glad,  in  hearing  him>declare  the  Way  to 
find  the  loft  Piece  of  Silver,  the  Pearl  of  great 
Price  within,  a  Saviour  near,  that  had  been  held 
■forth  by  Men  to  be  at  a  diftance.  But  having 
left  the  dark  Watchm.en,  of  whom  they  ufed  to 
enquire,  they  now  met  with  their  Beloved  at 
Home,  in  their  own  Bofoms  ;  renowned  be  the 
great  Name  of  the  Lord,  now  and  for  ever. 

Thus  the  hearing  and  receiving  the  ever 
blefted  Truth,  was  as  the  Seed,  or  Word  of  the 
Kingdom,  fown  in  the  good  Ground,  or  honeft 
Hearts  of  Men,  which  took  Root  downward 
and  fprang  upward,  and  brought  forth  Fruit  in 
fome  thirty,  in  fome  fixty,  and  in  others  an 
hundred  Fold,  to  the  Praile  of  the  great  and, 
good  Hufbandman. 

My  faid  Father  was  early  raifed  up  to  bear  a 
publick  Teftimony,  which  was  living  and  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  Friends,  but  was  fo  much  attended 

E  with 


with  Weabnefs  of  Body  for  many  Years,  that  he 
went  little  abroad  in  the  Work  of  the  Minirtrv. 

J 

He  fuftered  patiently  the  Spoiling  of  his  Goods, 
and  Imprifonment  of  his  weakly  Body,  in  the 
great  and  more  general  Imprifonment  ;  he  not 
only  believed  in  Jelus  Chrift,  but  fuffered  for 
him  ;  he  was  a  good  Neighbour,  a  loving 
Hufband,  and  a  tender  Father  over  alFthat  was 
good,  but  levere  to  all  that  which  was  wrong, 
and  was  for  Judgment,  without  Refpedl  of 
Perfons,  and  Ipared  it  not  even  to  his  own 
Children  ;  and  efpccially  he  was  much  con¬ 
cern’d  for  me,  for,  as  he  faid,  1  ’was  the  wildeft 
of  them  and  as  he  lived  well,  and  believed  in 
Jefus  Chrift,  I  doubt  not  but  he  has  finilhed 
his  Courfe  in  the  Love  and  Favour  of  God,  is 
entered  into  a  Manfion  of  Glory,  and  is  at  Reft 
with  all  the  Faithful,  who  loved  ?wt  theb^  Lives 
ii72to  Deatb^  but  rather  hated  them  in  conipari- 
ion  of  that  endeared  and  unfeigned  Love  they 
bore  to  God  the  Father,  and  to  Jefus  Chrift  his 
dear  and  welbbeloved  Son,  who  died  for  them, 
and  alfo  for  the  whole  World. 


He  departed  this  Life  in  1679,  aged  about 
fifty-five  Years,  and  w'as  decently  buried  in 
Friends  Burying-place  in  Hotham^  near  Cave, 
where  he  was  born.  • 
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No  vV  having  given  the  foregoing  fliort  Ac¬ 
count  concerning  my  Father,  it  remains 
with  me  to  leave  to  PoFerity  feme  Remarks  on 
my  Convincement,  with  an  Account  of  fundry 
Tranladtions,  Travels,  Healings,  and  Deliver¬ 
ances  I  met  with,  in  and  from  my  Youth  to  this 
Day,  with  lome  Advice  and  Openings  in  the 
Spirit  of  Truth.. 

I  was  young  when  my  Father  died,  not  above 
thirteen  Years  of  Age,  yet  the  Lord  was  at 
work  by  his  Light,  Grace  and  holy  Spirit  in 
my  Heart,  but  1  knew-  not  then  what  it  was 
which  inwardly  difquieted  my  Mind,-  when  any 
Thing  which  was  evil  did  pi  e/ail  over  the 
Good  in  me,  which  it  oftentimes  did,  for  want 
of  taking  heed  to  that  of  God  in  my  Heart  ; 
I  defired  Eafc  and  Peace  fome  other  Way, 
without  taking  up  the  Crofs  of  Chrifl;  to  my 
own  corrupt  Will,  and  ftrove  fon'Tome  Time 
(as  no  doubt  many  do)  to  make  meffy  over  the 
jufi;  Witnefs,  until  for  a  Seafon  the  converting 
and  true  Witnefs  of  God  teem’d  to  be  flain,  or 
dilappear’d,  and  then  I  took  Liberty,  but  not 
in  grofs  Evils  which  many  ran  into,  being  nre- 
ferved  religioufly  inclined,  '  feeking  after  Fro- 
felTors,  and  enquiring  of  them,  for  my  Inform¬ 
ation  and  Satisfaftion,  to  find  (if  I  could)  any 
Thing  that  was  fafe  to  reft  in,  or  any  true 
and  folid  Comfort  to  my  poor  difconfolate  and 
bewildered  Soul,  but  I  was  afraid  I  fliould  be 
•  B  2  deceiv’d, 
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deceived,  or  take  up  a  falfe  Reft  in  any  Thing 
that  was  wrong  or  unfafe  ;  which  was  the  great 
Love  and  Mercy  of  God  to  me.  But  after  many 
Searchings  and  Enquirings  among  thofe  who 
were  but  in  the  Letter  without,  and  in  the  out¬ 
ward  Court,  where  the  Veil  is  over  the  Under- 
ftanding,  and  the  Eye  of  the  Mind  is  not  truly 
opened  to  fee  into  Things  that  are  invifible,  and 
hid  from  all  carnal-minded  Men  ;  even  fo  was 
my  State  and  AfEidlions  hid  from  thenn,  and 
^11  the  deceitful  Workings  of  Satan,  and  the 
ftrong  Temptations  which  I  met  with,  thefe 
blina  Guides  could  not  fee,  nor  their  veiled 
Underftandings  know  how  to  diretS  me  to  the 
true  Shepherd  of  Ifrael^  the  Lawgiver  coming 
out  of  SiG72^  that  turns  away  Ungodlinefs  from 
Jacoby  and  Tranfgreflion  from  Ifrael  \  not 
having  truly  experienced  Deliverance  wrought 
in  them  out  of  this  cloudy,  bewilder’d  and 
tempted  State  which  I  was  in.  Oh  !  that  People 
would  come  to  him  that  hath  the  Eye-/alve, 
with  which  if  the  Eye  be  truly  anointed,  it 
will  (ee  clearly  Things  as  they  are,  and  not 
darkly,  miftaking  Trees  for  Men,  and  Things 
terreitrial  for  Things  coeleftial  ;  and  that  they 
would  buy  Gold,  tried  by  the  Fire  of  him  that 
is  called  the  tried  Stone^  eleB  and  precious^  laid 
in  Sion  for  a  foundation  :  This  is  Chrift  whom 
the  true  Church  believes  in,  and  builds  upon, 
and  they  are  enriched  with  his  Love,  Power 
and  Virtue,  which  is  better  than  Gold  out¬ 
wardly  ^  this  is  the  Jlnointing^  and  the  XJnBion^ 
which  the  true  Church  hath,  and  doth  receive 

from 


[  7  ] 

f 

from  Chrift  the  holy  One ;  and  fuch  as  do  truly 
put  on  his  Righteoufnefs,  Purity,  and  Holinefs, 
their  Cloathing  is  better  than  that  of  fine  Linen 
outwardly.  Oh  !  that  all  the  Inhabitants  of  tlie 
Earth  might  be  thus  anointed,  enriched  and 
truly  cloathed,  that  no  more  inward  Blindnels 
or  Poverty  may  be  found  in  the  Children  of 
Men,  nor  the  Shame  of  their  Nakednefs  be  any 
more  feen,  now  or  hereafter. 

Receive  and  learn  thefe  Things,  you  that 
can,  of  him  that  is  the  faithful  and  true  Wit- 
nefs,  that  always  witnefleth  againft  the  Evil  in 
Man,  but  always  giveth  Witnefs  to  the  Father, 
for  the  Good  in  Men  which  they  do  fay  and 
think.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  him  that  was 
dead,  and  ts  alive,  no  more  to  be  known  after 
the  Fief,  as  the  Apoftle  gave  Teftimony,  and 
is  to  be  known  inwardly  and  fpiritually  by 
the  Children  of  Men,  to  open  the  blind  Eye, 
and  unfiop  the  deaf  Ear,  and  pierceth  into  the 
Soul  that  hath  been  clouded  and  captivated 
imprifoned  and  mifguided,  and  even  in  a  Wilder- 
nels,  and  fees  not  a  Way  for  Deliverance  ;  like 
JJrael  in  the  Land  of  Egypt,  when  the  Lord 
Jehovah  fent  Mofes,  a  lively  Type  of  Chrift, 
and  employed  him  in  that  great  Work  of 
pleading  with,  and  plagueing  Pharaoh  and  the 
Egyptians  ;  yet  for  a  Time  their  Burthens  and 
Atflidions  were  increafed,  and  their  Exercifes 
more  imbitter’d  unto  them,  until  that  great  and 
marvellous  Work  was  in  a  good  degree  accom- 
pliftied,  which  was  their  Deliverance  out  of 

Egypt^ 
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Egypt,  the  great  and  mighty  Work  for  which 
MoJ'es  was  chiefly  fent  ;  which  Deliverance  was 
not  wrought  until  the  Firft-born  of  Man,  and 

of  Bead,  was  flain  throughout  all  the  Land 
of  Egypt. 

Now'  the  clear  Opening  I  had  in  the  Light, 
of  what  is  to  be  underdood,  and  gathered  from 
hence,  is  not  the  flaywg  of  the  outward  Man, 
but  a  puttmg  off',  or  flaying  the  Body  oj  the  Sins 
of  the  Fleffd,^  crucifying,  or  putting  off'  the  old 
Man  with  his  Deeds -,  and  as  to  iht  Beaft,  all 
Cruelty,  Lud,  Pufhing,  Tearing,  Devouring, 
and  Savagenels,  is  to  be  dain  or  put  away  ;  and 
and  the  corrupt  or  drong  Will  of  Man,  as  well 
as  what  is  bedial,  mud  be  dain  before  Man  can 
come  from  under  the  Power  of  him  who  is 
called  the  Prince  of  the  Power  of  the  Air,  who 
rules  tn  the  Hearts  of  the  Children  of  Difobedience. 
Thefe  Things  mud  be  experienced,  before  the 
Children  of  Men  can  go  forth  rightly  qualified 
to  glorify  God,  and  follow  his  dear  Son,  whom 
he  hath  appointed  to  be  a  Leader  and  a  Com¬ 
mander  of  his  People  :  This  is  he,  as  Mofes  de¬ 
clares,  who  IS  to  be  heard  in  all  Phings,  under 
the  Penalty  of  being  cut  off  from  the  People  ;  or 
of  having  their  Names  blotted  out  of  the  Book  of 
Life  ;  or  being  deprived  of  the  Comforts  of  the 
Lord's  holy  Prefence.  Read  this,  you  who  have 
heard  and  underdood  what  the  Spirit  faith  unto, 
the  Churches.  —  Thefe  Things  I  faw,  after  the 
true  Witnefs  arofe  or  revived,  and  the  Light 
did  daine  which  had  difappeared,  or  had  been 

clouded. 
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clouded.  I  have  been  led  into  thefe  Openings, 
which  have  caufed  a  little  Digreflion  from  my 
Wildernefs  State  I  mentioned  before,  which  I 
now  return  to. 

After  much  Searching  without,  amongft  thofe 
who  proved  to  me  Phyficians  of  no  Value,  and 
miferahle  Comforters,  I  betook  myfelf  to  a  lone- 
feme  and  retired  Life,  breathing  after,  and 
feeking  the  Lord  in  the  Fields,  and  private 
Places,  befeeching  him,  that  he  would  bring 
me  to  the  javing  Knowledge  of  his  Tiruth  ;  and 
blelled  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord  now  and  for 
ever,  I  had  not  fought  him  long  with  all  my 
Heart,  before  I  met  with  his  inward  Appear¬ 
ance  to  me,  in  and  by  his  holy  Spirit,  Light 
and  Grace  ;  but  when  the  true  Light  did  begin 
to  fhine  more  clearly,  and  the  living  VVitnels 
did  arife  in  my  inward  Man,  Oh !  then  my  un¬ 
done,  bewildered  and  miferahle  Condition  began 
to  appear,  and  then  great  and  unutterable  were 
my  Conflids,  and  the  Diftrefs  I  was  in  ;  I 
thought  no  Man’s  Condition  upon  the  Face  of 
the  whole  Earth  was  like  mine  ;  I  thought  I 
was  not  fit  to  die,  neither  did  I  know  how  to 
live  ;  I  thought  in  the  Evening,  Oh  that  it 
was  Morning  1  And  in  the  Morning,  that  it  was 
Evening  I  I  had  many  folitary  Walks  in  the 
Fields,  and  other  Places,  in  which  I  many 
Times  poured  out  my  Complaints  and  Cries 
before  the  Lord,  with  fervent  Supplications  to 
him,  that  he  would  look  upon  my  Afflidions, 
and  the  drong  Temptations  I  was  then  under, 
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and  that  he  would  rebuke  the  Adverfary  of  my 
Soul,  and  deliver  it,  for  I  even  thought  it  was  aa 
in  the  Jaws  of  a  devouring  Lyon,  and  amongft 
the  fiery  Spirits,  and,  as  it  were,  under  the 
Weight  of  the  Mountains.  Read  and  under- 
ftand  the  Afflidtions  of  thy  Brother,  thou  that 
haft  come  through  great  Tribulations,  and  haft 
■waftied  and  made  thy  Garments  white  in  the 
Blood  of  the  Lamb  ;  this  is  the  Beginning  of 
that  Baptifm  which  doth  fave^  and  of  that 
Waftiing  of  Regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  which  the  Lord  jheds  upon  the 
Believers  in  abundance  ;  this  is  the  Blood  which 
jprinkleth  the  Heart  from  an  evil  Confcience,  that 
the  Children  of  Men,  thus  changed,  'may  ferve 
the  livinz  and  true  God  ;  this  is  the  Life  which 
converts  the  IForld,  even  as  many  as  are  con¬ 
verted  ;  this  is  the  Virtue,  Life  and  Blood, 
which  tnaketh  clean  the  Saints  Garments,  and 
invoardf  wafoetb  them  from  all  Filthinefs,  both 
of  Fief  and  Spirit.  I  found  this  was  and  is  he 
of  whom  it  is  laid,  By  him  ivere  all  Fhings  made^ 
and  he  is  Lord  of  all  a  Man  ought  to  be  Ser¬ 
vant  to  him,  and  all  Things  in  Man  fublervient 
to  him,  who  commands  and  comprehends  all 
Things,  in  whom  all  the  Types  and  Shadows 
alfo  do  end,  or  are  fulfilled.  Read  this  thou 
Virgin  Daughter,  or  clean  Church  of  Chrift,  the 
Rock  of  thy  Strength,  whofe  Name  to  thee  is  as 
precious  Ointment  poured  forth,  and  becauje  of  the 
Favour  thereof,  the  Virgms  love  him,  and  are  under 
great  Obligations  to  obey  and  follow  him  the 
Lamb  of  God,  wherefoever  he  leadeth. 

AUho* 
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Akho’  i  had  feen  many  Things,  and  had 
divers  Openings,  yet  great  were  my  Trials,  and 
many  were  the  Temptations  I  met  w'ith  in  thofd 
Days,  for  I  lived  at  a  Diftance  from  Friends, 
and  Meetings,  which  made  my  Exercife  the 
harder,  as  will  more  fully  hereafter  appear,  in 
the  Courfe  of  my  Travels  and  Pilgrimage  in  this 
Vale  of  Tears  and  Troubles,  and  fome  of  them 
not  very  common  ;  but  the  Lord  helped  me  thro’* 
them  all,  blefled  be  his  Name  for  ever. 


I  now  came  to  witnefs  that  Scripture  to  be  ful-» 
filled,  which  faith,  that  When  the  Lord’s  Judg^ 
tnents  are  in  the  Earthy  or  earthly  Hearts  of  Men^ 
the  Inhabitants  learn  Righteoujhefs :  And  not- 
withftanding  there  was  an  Averiion  in  my  wild 
Nature  to  the  People  in  fcorn  called  Quakers,  as 
alfo  to  the  Name  itfelf,  yet  when  the  aiSifting 
Hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  me  for  my  Difobe- 
dience,  and  v/hen,  like  Ephraim  and  Judah,  f 
faw  in  the  Light  my  Hurt  and  rny  Wounds  I  be¬ 
moaned  myfelf,.  and  mourned  over  that  juft 
Principle  of  Light  and  Grace  in  me,  which  i 
had  pierced  with  my  Sins  and  Difcbedience  ; 
and  altho’  that  Miniftration  of  Condemnation 
was  glorious  in  its  Time,  yet  great  were  my 
Troubles,  which  humbled  my  Mind,  and  made 
me  willing  to  deny  myfeif  of  every  Thing  which 
the  Light  made  known  in  me  to  be  evil,  I  being 
in  great  Dillrefs,  and  wanting  Peace  and  Af- 
lurance  or  the  Love  of  God  to  my  Soul  ;  the 
Weight  of  which  fo  humbled  my  Mind,  that  I 
knew  not  cf  any  Caking,  People,  Praftice.  or 


C 


Principle, 


[  12  ] 

Principle,  that  was  lawful  and  right,  which  I 
could  not  embrace,  or  fall  in  with.  This  was 
finely  like  the  Day  of  yacob's  Trpubles,  and 
David'^  Fears  j  I  law  that  the  Filth  of  Sion  was 
to  be  purged  away  by  the  Spirit  of  Judgment 
and  of  Burning  ;  this  is  the  Way  of  the  Deli¬ 
verance  and  Recovery  of  poor  Men  out  of  the 
Fall,  and  the  Time  of  the  Reftoration  of  the 
Kingdom  to  God’s  true  I/rael.  Read  ye  that 
can,  and  undcrftand.  This  was  the  Day  of  my 
Eaptifm  into  the  Love  of  God,  and  true  Faith  in 
his  beloved  Son,  as  alfo  into  a  Feeling  of,  or 
Sympathy  with  him  in  his  Sufferings,  which 
were  unutterable,  and  I  found  that  Miniftration 
changed  ;  that  which  had  been  unto  Deaths  was 
now  unto  Life  ;  and  the  Miniftration  which  vvas 
cf  Condemnation  unto  the  firft  Birth,  when  that 
was  {lain,  and  in  a  good  degree  nailed  or  faftned 
to  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  the  Power  of  God,  then 
the  Good  prevailed  over  the  Evil,  and  working 
out  the  Evil  in  the  Mind,  and  alfo  in  the  Mem¬ 
bers,  made  all  good  or  holy.  The  Lord’s  living 
Power,  and  confuming  Burning  Word,  when  it 
works  and  prevails,  it  brings  into  Subjedtion,  and 
inaketh  the  very  Heart  or  Ground  holy  in  Men. 

Whereas  there  had  been  an  Averfion  in  me 
to  the  People  called  in  fcorn  ^akers^  and  alfo 
to  their  ftridl  living,  and  Demeanour,  Plainnefs 
of  I'labir,  and  Language,  fo  none  of  thefe  I 
learned  from  them  ;  for  when  the  Lord  changed 
rny  Heart,  he  abb  changed  my  Thoughts, 
Words  and  Wavs,  and  there  became  an  Averfion 
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in  me  to  Vice,  Sin  and  Vanity,  as  there  had 
been  to  the  Ways  of  Virtue  ;  but  having  tafted 
of  the  Terrors  and  Judgments  of  God  becaufe 
of  Sin,  I  was  warned  to  flee  from  fuch  Things  as 
occafioned  Chrift’s  Coming,  not  to  bring  Peace 
upon  the  Earth,  but  a  Sword  ;  a  Sword  indeed, 
yea,  his  Heart  -  penetrating,  fearching  Word, 
which  is  JJ^arper  than  any  two-edged  Sword,  that 
pierceth  to  the  cutting  or  dividing  afunder  be- 
twen  Fle/h  and  Spirit,  'joints  and  Marrow. 
And  as  thus  I  came  to  fee  and  abhor  the  Evil  in 
myfelf,  when  fuch  who  had  been  my  Com¬ 
panions  in  Vanity  reviled  me,  or  came  in  my 
Way,  I  was  often  moved  to  warn  and  reprove 
them,  having,  as  before  hinted,  tafted  of  the 
Terrors  of  the  Lord  for  Sin,  I  could  not  well 
forbear  to  warn  others  to  flee  fuch  Things  as  I 
had  been  judged  for.  Now  I  came  clearly  to 
be  convinced  about  the  Hat-honour,  bowing  the 
Knee,  the  corrupt  Language,  as  well  as  finery  m 
Habit ;  all  which  for  Confcience-fake,  and  the 
Peace  thereof,  I  came  to  deny,  and  take  up  the 
Crofs  to,  and  had  great  Peace  in  fo  doing. 

Altho’  the  blefled  Truth  thus  prevailed  in  me, 
yet  notwithftanding  I  was  not  without  great 
Conflidfs  of  Spirit,  Temptations  and  Trials  of 
divers  Kinds  ;  nevertheiefs  my  Mind  was  re- 
flgned  to  the  Lord,  and  my  fervent  Prayers  were 
to  him,  and  he  kept  me,  and  opened  my  Under- 
ftanding,  for  I  was  afraid  of  being  mifled  in  any 
Thing,  efpecially  relating  to  my  Salvation  :  I 
came  to  be  weaned  from  all  my  Companions  and 
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Lovers  which  I  had  taken  Delight  and  Pleafura 
in,  and  all  Things  in  this  World  were  little  to 
nie,  my  Mind  being  much  redeemed  out  of  the 
Worlds  and  not  only  the  corrupt  and  evil  Part 
thereof,  but  even  from  the  lawful  Fart  ^  fo  that 
my' Heart  and  Mind  became  much  inclin’d  and 
given  up  to  feek  the  Lord,  waiting  upon  him  to 
feel  his  Prefence,  and  Peace,  and  to  know  his 
Willj  and  receive  Power  to  do  the  fame. 

As  tnus  my  Mind  came  to  be  brought  into  a 
depending  and  waiting  Frame  upon  the  Lord, 
and  to  be  liay’d  in  the  Light,  and  experiment¬ 
ally  and  feelingly  lo  partake  of  his  Love  and 
tjrace,  which  helped  me  againft  my  Infirmities, 
(blefled  be  his  Name)  I  found  it  fuflicient  for  me^ 
as  I  kept  to  it,  in  all  Trials  and  Temptations  : 
Then  I  came  to  fee,  that  all  the  outward  Per¬ 
formances  in  Matters  of  Religion  did  not  avail 
nor  render  Man  acceptable  to  God,  but  as  the 
Pleart  came  to  be  tiuly  given  up  to  him,  that  he 
might  not  only  purge  it  from  Defilement,  but 
keep  it  clean  through  the  Indwelling  of  his  holy 
Spirit :  And,  as  near  as  I  remember,  I  law'  clearly 
thiough  thefe  Things  before  the  fixteenth  Year 
of  miy  Age;  although,  between  the  Death  of 
my  Father  and  this  Time,  I  took  Liberty  to  gQ 
among  what  People  I  would,  my  Mother  giving 
us  great  Liberty,  altho’  fhe  was  a  Woman  well 
accounted  of  among  al!  People  who  knew  her, 
and  not  undefervedly,  for  her  Induflry  and  faiy 
f)caliDg  ^qncernhlg  the  Things  of  this  World. 
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After  this  Time  I  attended  the  Meetings  of 
the  Lord’s  People  called  Sluakers,  as  diligently 
as  my  Circmfiances  would  well  admit :  My 
Mother  being  left  with  five  Children,  I  had  only 
one  Sifter  who  was  elder  than  myfelf,  and  three 
Brothers  younger,  the  youngell  about  three 
Years  old  when  my  Father  died,  he  leaving  but 
little  of  this  World  to  bring  us  up  with  ;  yet  my 
Parents  always  had  as  much  as  kept  them  above 
Contempt,  and  no  body  loft  by  them  ;  but  I 
found  myfelf  under  a  Necefiity  to  work  hard 
for  my  own  Support,  the  PIclp  of  my  Mother, 
and  Education  of  my  Brothers,  more  elpecially 
as  my  Sifter  died  foon  after. 

We  being  left  in  a  Farm  of  Grazing,  and' part 
Hufbandry  or  Tillage,  did  well  as  to  the  Things 
of  this  World,  yet  I  cannot  well  omdt  mention¬ 
ing  one  Thing  which  beoame  a  great  Excrcife  to 
me,  which  was  thus  ;  my  Mother  married  one 
that  was  zealous  for  the  Prepytery,  and  I  being 
m.uch  againft  it,  fhewed  my  Diflike  to  the. 
Marriage,  and  told  my  Mother,  I  was  afraid 
that  fhe  bad  too  much  an  Eye  to  what  he  had,  for 
he  was  counted  rich  as  to  this  World  ;  hut  if 
foe  thought  to  augment  our  Portion  in  jo  marry¬ 
ing,  the  Hand  of  the  Lord  would  be  againft  '  her, 
and  a  Blafttng  or  Mildew  would  tome  upon  even 
that  which  we  had  got  through  Indiiftry  and  hard 
Labour,  and  what  the  Lord  had  intended  to  have 
hleffed  to  us,  if  we  kept  faithful  to  the  7 ruth,  and 
cmitented  ourfelves  with  cur  prefent  Conditions. 
Then  m,y  Mother  Qonfefl,  that  as  to  the  worldly 
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Enjoyments,  it  had  not  been  better  'with  her  than 
now.  ,  I  muft  write  with  great  Caution  ;  (he  was 
iny  Mother,  and  a  tender  Mother  over  n>e,  and 
was  loth  to  olFend  me,  and  had  promifed,  as  far 
as  (he  well  durft,  not  to  marry  with  any 'one 
with  whom  I  was  not  fatisfied.  But  as  to  their 
Procedure  in  Courtlhip,  and  Marriage,  from  this 
Time  I  was  intirely  ignorant,  until  it  was  ac- 
coQiplifhed.  But  when  my  poor  Mother  was 
married,  her  Cry  was,  My  Son,  how  flmll  1  ever 
he  able  to  look  him  in  the  Face  any  more,  it  will 
he  Jlich  a  Trouble  to  him  ;  be  that  hath  not  at  any 
Time  difobliged  me,  but  if  1  bid  him  go  he  ran  ; 
and  if  I  bid  him  do  any  Thing,  he  did  it  with  all 
bis  Might ;  or  to  that  EfFedt,  as  feveral  told  me 
who  heard  her.  But  flie  being  married,  what 
we  had  was  mixed  with  my  Father-in-Law’s 
Goods,  and  my  Mother  died  firft,  and  our  Father 
married  again;  made  his  Will,  and  dying,  left 
me  five  Shillings  for  all  my  Part,  which  was  of 
Right  to  defeend  from  my  own  Parents  upon 
me  ;  I  gave  his  Executors  a  Receipt  in  full,  and 
there  was  an  End  of  all,  except  fome  fmall  Matter 
given  to  my  youngeft  Brother,  for  the  reft  of  my 
Brothers  and  Sifters  were  dead.  As  near  as  I 
remember,  this  Marriage  was  in  the  eighteenth 
Year  of  my  Age,  fo  that  what  I  forefaw  about 
the  Blaf  and  Mildew,  came  to  pafs. 

Now  to  return  to  my  further  Account  con¬ 
cerning  the  Troubles  and  Trials  that  attended  me 
in  the  Time  while  I  was  in  my  Father-in-Law 
and  Mother’s  Houfe,  after  Marriage  ;  we,  and 
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what  we  had,  being  removed  to  his  Houfe, 
except  Part  of  the  Stock  which  was  left  in  the 
Ground.  Now  I  forefaw  that  I  was  like  to 
come  to  a  great  Trial,  and  I  was  brought  very 
low,  what  with  the  Trouble  about  the  Marriage, 
and  the  Exercife  of  my  Mind  concerning  my 
own  Condition,  having  had  many  great  Conflids 
of  Spirit,  fo  that  I  was  almoft  in  Defpair,  had 
not  the  Lord  in  whom  I  believed,  rifen  in  his 
Power,  and  rebuked  the  Adverfary  of  my  Sou!, 
I  had  been  overthrown,  and  fwaMowed  up  in  the 
Floods  of  the  Temptations  that  were  caft  out 
of  the  Mouth  of  the  red  fiery-like  Dragon  after 
me,  in  this  the  Day  of  my  great  and  ftrong 
Trouble  and  Travail ;  but  the  God  of  Love  and 
Pity  faw  me,  and  helped  me  in  my  Diftrefs,  and 
in  a  Day  and  Time  acceptable ;  he  that  heard 
poor  Ijhtnael  when  he  cried  from  under  the 
Shrub,  and  fent  or  gave  Relief  to  him  and 
his  Mother,  who  with  him  was  gone  from 
Abraham'%  Houfe,  faw  me  in  this  great  Streight. 
Alfo,  when  I  came  to  my  Father’s  Houfe,  he 
oeing  a  Man  much  given  to  Family  Duties,  of 
faying  Grace,  &c.  before  and  after  Meat,  none 
of  which  I  could  comply  with,  except  I  felt 
evidently  the  Spirit  of  Truth  to  attend  therein, 
and  open  the  Heart  and  Mouth  into  fuch  Duties. 
The  firft  Day  I  came  to  the  Houfe,  being  called 
to  the  Table  with  all  or  mofl;  of  the  Family,  I 
thought.  Is  it  now  come  to  this  ?  I  nmfl  eitixr 
.dijpleafe  my  heavenly  or  earthly  Father  :  But  oh  ! 
the  Awfulnefs,  or  deep  Exercife,  which  Was 
upon  my  Spirit,  and  firong  Cries  that  afeended 

unto 


unto  the  Lord  for  'my  Help  and  Prefervatiofi 
that  I  might  not  ofiend  him.  My  Father-in-LaW 
fat  with  his  Hat  partly  on,  and  partly  off, 
with  his  Eyes  fixed  on  me,  as  like  wife  mine 
were  on  him  in  much  Fear  ;  fo  we  continued 
as  long  or  longer  than  he  ufed  to  be  in  faying 
Grace,  as  they  call  it,  but  faid  nothing  that  we 
heard  ;  fo  at  length  he  put  on  his  Hat  again,  to 
the  Wonder  of  the  Family  :  Neither  did  he 
then,  or  ever  after,  afk  me  why  I  did  not  put 
off  my  Hat  ;  neither  did  he  perform  that  Cere¬ 
mony  all  the  Time  I  flayed  with  him,  which 
was  above  one  Year  :  Thus  the  Lord  helped  me, 
renowned  be  his  great  Name  now  and  for  ever. 
My  Father  might  feem  for  Age,  Spirit  and  Un- 
derftanding,  to  have  been  much  more  than  a 
Match  for  a  poor  Shrub,  but  the  Lord  (who 
caufed  the  Pillar  of  the  Cloud  to  be  bright  and 
give  Light  to  I/rael,  and  brought  Darknefs  upon 
the  Egyptians,  and  fought  againfi:  them,  and  for 
Ifrael)  I  believe  touched  and  finote  my  poor 
Father,  that  he  could  not  rife  up  againfi  that 
Power  the  Lord  helped  me  wdth :  For  it  was  not 
mine  hut  the  Lord’s  doing,  to  him  be  given 
the  ilttribates  of  Praife,  Salvation  and  Strength, 
now  and  for  ever,  i  faw  clearly,  that  there 
could  not  be  any  true  and  acceptable  Worfhip 
performed  to  God,  but  what  was  in  the  Spirit, 
and  in  the  Truth  ;  neither  could  any  pray 
aright,  but  as  the  Spirit  helped  them,  which 
teacheth  how  to  pray,  and  what  to  pray  for, 
and  rightly  prepares  the  Mind,  and  guides  it  in 
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the  Performance  of  every  Service  which  the 
Lord  calls  for  from  his  Children, 

I  found  my  Father-in-Law  was  much  dif- 
pleafed  with  my  going  to  Meetings,  yet  I  could 
not  fee  what  Way  to  appeale  his  Difpleafure, 
except  in  being  very  diligent  (which  I  was)  in 
his  Bufinefs,  rather  beyond  my  Ability,  work¬ 
ing  very  hard  ;  it  is  almoft  incredible  what  my 
poor  little  weak  Body  went  through  in  thofe 
Days,  but  all  would  not  gain  his  Love,  for  the 
longer  I  ftaid  with  him,  the  more  his  Love  de¬ 
clined  from  me  ;  altho’  I  told  him.  He  need  not 
be  imeajy  about  my  W ages,  for  1  would  leave  that 
to  himfelf :  I  could  not  fee  what  he  could  have 
againft  me,  except  my  going  to  Meetings  ;  how¬ 
ever  that  was  all  he  alledged.  Now  when  his 
former  Stratagems  would  not  do,  he  offered  me  a 
Horfe  to  ride  on,  if  I  would  go  with  him  to  his 
Place  of  Worfliip.  I  met  with  many  a  Snib  and 
four  Countenance  from  him,  in  my  Return  on 
Foot  from  Meetings,  altho’  as  feaionably  as  my 
Body  was  capable  of  performing  j  for  my  Father 
commonly  fent  me  on  the  Firft-day  hdornings 
into  the  Fields  a  Mile  or  two,  and  as  far  upon  a 
Common  to  look  at  Beafts,  Horfes  and  Sheep, 
(all  this  on  Foot)  I  thought  with  a  Defign  to 
weary  and  make  me  uncapable  of  going  to 
Meetings  ;  all  which  I  bore  patiently,  neither, 
that  I  remember,  ever  faid,  this  is  hard  U/age  • 
After  all  this,  to  the  great  Grief  of  my  pljor 
Mother,  I  had  to  go  two,  three,  four,  five,  and 
fometimes  fix  Miles,  to  Friends  Meetings.  After 
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I  had  walked  faft,  and  ran  fometimes  with  my 
Shoes  under  my  Arms  for  want  of  Time,  I  have 
feen  many  Friends  weep,  and  could  not  forbear 
when  they  faw  me  come  into  the  Meeting  very 
hot  and  in  a  great  Swear,  they  being  in  part 
fenfible  of  the  hard  Talk  I  had  to  undergo. 

There  is  one  Thing  fomewhat  remarkable, 
which  was  thus  :  One  Firft-day  Morning  w’hen 
I  was  about  going  to  the  Meeting,  my  Father 
faid.  If  1  i.vould  ride  upon  fuch  a  young  Mare ^  as 
he  mentioned,  1  might  ;  which  was  one  of  the 
greateft  of  ten  or  twelve  Florfes  which  he  kept, 
.about  four  Years  old,  and  not  before  rid  at  all  ; 
I  thought  Ids  Deiign  was  more  to  hinder  me  of 
the  Meeting  than  any  Good  to  me,  or  any  Ex¬ 
pectation  ot  gettitrg  his  Mare  rightly  broke,  but 
i  accepted  hts  Oder,  only  afleing,  Ilow  I  might 
catch  her  ?  Having  got  Help  to  anfwer  that,  flie 
being  abroad,  I  put  on  the  Bridle  and  mounted 
the  topping  Beall,  and  upon  her  firft  Reliftance, 
down  Ihe  came  ;  for  that  was  my  Way  :  And  if 
the  fiill  or  fccond  Fall  did  not,  the  third  mollly 
cur’d  them  from  llriving  to  throw  the  Rider  j  I 
commonly  fell  upon  my  Feet,  and  endeavoured 
io  to  free  n"!)'  Legs  that  lire  might  not  fall 
upon  them,  and  then  Iprung  up  on  her  Back 
while  down,  and  made  her  rife  with  me  ;  fo 
away  we  went,  and  came  in  due  Time  to  the 
Meeting.  This  was  partly  the  Beginning  of  this 
,Vday  of  managing  Horles  by  me  j  lo  I  rid  to 
the  Meetings  two  or  th  ree  Times,  and  then  my 
father  ailced  me,  IJ  the  Mai'e  did  not  carry 
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foberly  ?  I  reply’d,  She  did  :  ‘Then  I  muft  have  her 
no  more,  he  ivmld  make  her  his  Saddle-tnare.  So 
I  betook  myfelf  to  iny  Feet  again,  except  feme 
other  fuch  like  Turn  came.  The  Lord’s  mighty 
Power  bore  me  up,  and  he  gave  me  as  it  were 
Hind’s  Feet,  and  enabled  me  to  go  through 
thefe  Exercifes,  and  to  bear  the  Burthen  in  the 
Heat  of  the  Day  of  my  Trials,  inwardly  and 
outwardly,  which  were  many  and  various. 


Now  the  laft  Stratagem  my  Father  ufed  to 
hinder  my  going  to  Meetings  was  thus  :  Fie 
took  me  in  his  Arms  in  great  daew  of  Kindnefs, 
faying,  IJ  I  veould  he  as  a  Soji  to  him,  I  Jloould 
find  he  would  be  a  Father  to  me,  expreffing  fome- 
thing  about  his  having  no  near  Kindred,  (and 
much  more  to  the  fame  Effcdt  he  faid  to  my 
Brother  Daniel,  who  was  an  innocent,  wife, 
and  clean-fpirited  Lad)  I  reply’d  to  him.  If  in 
thus  making  me  thy  Son,  thou  intends  to  hinder 
me  from  going  to  Meetings,  or  to  oblige  me  to  go 
with  thee  to  the  Prelhyterian  Meetings,  or  any 
Thing  that  is  agahijl  my  Ccnfcience,  I  cannot  upon 
this  Bottom  be  thy  Son  -,  and,  for  the  fame  Rea- 
fons,  I  refufed  to  be  his  hired  Servant,  altho’  he 
offered  to  hire  me,  and  give  me  Wages.  Now 
when  he  faw  that  neither  Frowns,  Threatnings, 
Hardfldps,  nor  great  Promifes  of  Kindnefs  could 
prevail  wdth  me,  he  told  me  bluntly  and  roughly, 
I  fleould  (lay  no  longer  in  his  Houfe  :  I  innocently 
anfwered,  1  could  not  help  it  if  it  mufl  be  fio,  as 
all  1  could  do  would  not  give  him  Content,  without 
hurting  my  Confcience,  and  the  Peace  of  my  Mind, 
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U'htch  I  valued  above  all  mutable  Tubings  of  this 
World  My  poor  Mother  heard  my  pl^dine 
with  hjm,  and  how  I  offer’d  to  do  the  bell  for 
him  1  was  capable  of  by  Night  or  Day  Us  I 
always  had  done)  if  he  would  be  eafy,  'and  let 
me  have  his  Countenance  ;  but  this  was  the 
s  entence,  No^  1  Jlmdd  not  flay  in  the  Houfe  : 
And  indeed  that  troubled  my  poor  Mother  fo 
that  I  was  forced  to  leave  my  Father,  and  go 
to  endeavour  to  mitigate  her  great  Trouble  by 
telling  her,  That  if  1  was  but  faithful,  the  Lord, 
1  believed,  would  take  'Care  of  me  that  1  fould 
'  not  want ;  and  the  more  fully  to  difcharge  my- 
ielf,  I  reminded  her,  that  as  fe  had  ent red  into 
Marriage  Covenants  with  her  Hujhand,  [be  fould 
endeavour  to  perform  them,  and  in  every  Thin'r 
faithfully  to  difcharge  herfelf  as  a  Wife  ought  to 
ao  to^  a  Hufhand,  and  leave  me  and  All,  and  cleave 
to  him,  and  to  make  her  Life  as  eafy  as  fee  could  ; 

I  alio  told  her,  never  to  fend  me  any  Thing  that 
my  Lather  kneiv  not  of,  for  1  was  not  free  to 
i  eteive  it  ;  altho  what  we  had  was  in  his  Hand, 
and  all  funk  there,  as  I  mentioned  before. 

V 


I  Write  this  partly,  that  all  who  do  marry, 
inay  take  fpecial  heed  that  it  be  done  w'ith  great 
Caution,  and  under  due  Confideration,  and  the 
Lord^  fought  to  in  it,  that  it  may  be  done  in 
his  Counfcl,  and  not  only  nominall}',  but  truly 
in  bis  Fear,  and  then  no  doubt  but  it  will  be 
well  with  both  Hufband  and  Wife  ;  and  being 
ecjually  yoked,  fuch  will  not  only  be  meet  and 
tiue  Ficlpers  in  all  Things  belonging  to  this  Life, 

but 
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but  more  efpecially  in  Things  appertaining  to 
the  World  that  is  to  come,  and  the  Good  of  the 
immortal  Soul,  which  to  the  faithful  People  of 
the  Lord  is  of  great  Value.  Oh  !  how  happily 
and  peaceably  do  fuch  live  together  in  the  Lord, 
as  they  keep  to  that  which  thus  joined  them  : 
There  is  more  in  it,  both  as  to  the  Parents  and 
their  Pofterity,  than  it  is  to  be  feared  many 
confider  or  think  of,  as  is  but  two  apparent  in 
the  many  forward  and  unequal  Marriages  which 
I  have  made  Obfervation  of. 

One  remarkable  Paffage  occurs  to  my 
Thoughts,  which  happened  thus :  My  Father 
having  been  at  the  Prefiyterian  Meeting  and 
coming  Plome,  he,  as  his  manner  was,  put  me 
or  my  Brother  upon  reading  the  Prieft’s  Text, 
which  had  been  that  Day  in  Daniel^  concerning 
his  being  call  into  the  Den  of  Lions  for  his  not 
regarding  the  King’s  Decree,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  prayed  to  the  God  of  Heaven  with  his 
Windows  open  toward  Jerufalem,  after  his 
wonted  manner.  My  Father  made  his  Obferva- 
tions  as  my  Brother  read,  and  very  much 
magnified  Daniel,  and  faid,  The  Spirit  of  God 
'itas  in  toiin,  but  that  there  ^cre  none  Juch  as 
him  in  tbefe  our  Days.  I  owned  that  he  was 
indeed  an  extraordinary  Man,  but  that  there 
were^  none  endowed  with  a  Meafure  of  the  fame 
Spirit  in  any  Degree,  in  that  I  difi'ented  from 
him,  and  gave  my  Father  a  brief  Account  of  the 
many  Sufferings  of  our  Friends,  fome  of  which 
were  paft,  and  fome  then  under  Sufferings  for 
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the  Word  of  God,  and  the  Tedimony  of  Jefus, 
which  they  bore  for  him,  and  efpecially  the 
great  Sufferings  of  our  dear  Friends  in  New- 
England,  viz.  hard  Imprifonments,  cruel  Whip¬ 
pings,  cutting  off  Ears,  Banifhment  if  they  re¬ 
turned  into  Ne%v  -  England  any  more;  and  I 
fliewed  him  Iikewile,  how  they  put  to  Death 
Marmaduke  Stephenjon,  William  Robinjon,  Wil¬ 
liam  E^ddna^  and  .Rlavy  for  no  other 

Caufe  but  labouring  to  turn  People  from  Dar li¬ 
ne  fi  to  Light,  and  from  the  Power  of  Satan  to 
the  living  Power  of  God,  to  his  Light,  Grace 
and  holy  Spirit  in  their  Hearts,  and  labouring  to 
bring  the  People  from  Perfecution,  Pride  and 
every  evil  ¥/otk  and  Way,  to  live  a  Self- 
denying,  humble  Life,  a  Life  agreeable  to  the 
Chriflianity  they  profeffed  ;  this  was  the  Purport 
or  Subftance  of  the  Service  they  were  called  to, 
and  fo  deeply  fuffered  for  :  From  whence  I  in¬ 
ferred,  there  was  fomewhat  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
in  Man  in  thele  Days  as  there  was  in  Daniel, 
and  many  more  formerly,  which  'helped  and 
bore  them  up  in  their  great  Sufferings.  Now 
my  Father  confefs’d.  It  was  true  fome  fiif'erd 
for  Good,  and  fame  for  Evil-,  and  withal  faid, 
he  had  now  lived  to  the  Jge  of  about  /ixty-five 
Tears,  and  alt  ho'  he  heard  us  telling  of  a  Principle, 
or  Light  within,  yet  he  knew  not  what  it  was. 
I  reply’d  very  meekly.  If  he  would  hear  me,  I 
would  tell  him  what  it  was  ;  which  I  did  in  the 
Words  following  :  When  at  any  Time  thou  had 
been  under  a  Temptation  to  put  forth  thy  Hand  to 
deal,  Qr  to  he  jar  Advantage,  or  ky  Promcatioif 

tQ 


f  25  ] 


to  /wear,  or  any  evil  Work  or  Word,  haft  mt 
thou  fowid  jomething  tn  thee,  that  hath  ftoewed 
thee  thou  ougbte/l  not  to  have  Jaid  or  done  Jb, 
ivhich  if  thou  hadft  taken  heed  to,  and  not  /aid 
or  done  wrong,  haft  thou  not  found  great  Peace 
and  inward  Comfort  in  thy  Mind  I”  But  if  thou 
haft  faid  or  done  wrong,  haft  thou  nU  Jouiid  great 
Difquietnefs  and  “Trouble  of  Mind  ?  This  is  the 
inward  Principle,  Light,  or  Grace,  that  God 
hath  placed  in  Man  to  help  and  diredl  him,  which 
we  the  People  oj  God  called  Qiiakers,  do  hold 
agreeable  to  the  holy  Scriptures.  My  Father 
fmote  has  Hands  together,  and  confefs’d  It 
was  true. 


But  that  I  was  not  willing  to  break  in  upon 
this  Story,  but  keep  it  entire,  there  was  one 
Thing  worthy  of  Notice,  which  I  now  come 
to,  wifinng  it  may  be  duly  confidered  by  all 
who  read  or  hear  it  :  When  I  mentioned 
Marmaduke  Stephenfon,  that  good  Man  and 
great  Sufferer  in  the  Caufe  of  Chrift,  as  before, 
my  Mother  faid.  It  was  true  j  for  fbe  lived  a 
Servant  with  Edward  Wilberfofs,  an  hone, ft 
Quaker  in  Skipton,  Marmaduke  Stephe.nfoni 
was  a  Day-labourer,  about  the  Time  he  had  his 
Call  to  go  to  New-England.  See  the  Account  of 
New-Enftand  judged,  not  by  Man  as  Man,  but  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  written  by  George 
Biftiop,  {which  may  be  had  of  the  Printer  here¬ 
of .)  Iff  remember  right,  the  faid,  He  was  fucb  a 
Man  as  fte  never  knew,  for  kis  very  Countenance 
was  a  Terror  to  them,  and  had  a  great  Check 
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upon  all  the  Family  ;  if  at  any  Time  any  of  the 
Servants  had  been  wildy  or  any  way  out  of  the 
Fruthy  if  they  did  but  fee  him,  or  hear  him 
coming,  they  were  firuck  with  Fear,  and  were  all 
quiet  and  Jiill :  And  if  but  one  of  the  Children 
came  into  the  Houje  where  he  laboured,  and  he 
would  not  have  it  to  come,  thefe  were  his  Words, 
Go  thy  way,  or  Go  Home,  left  I  whip  thee  j 
and  they  were  fubjeB  and  quiet.  This  ample  and 
excellent  Account,  I  thought  had  fome  Reach 
upon  my  Father  however,  it  much  affeded 
my  Mind.  ■  Oh  !  that  we  the  Profeflbrs  of  the 
fame  holy  Truth,  may  fo  live  in  it,  as  to  reign 
over  every  wrong  Thing  in  ourfelves,  and  alfo  in 
others,  but  efpecially  in  our  Children. 

-  Some  little  Time  before  the  Marriage  of  my 
Mother,  I  was  brought  into  the  publick  Work 
of  the  Miniftry,  concerning  which  I  had  many 
Reafonings,  being  young,  fcarce' eighteen  Years 
old,  and  naturally  of  a  ftammering  Tongue, 
which  I  could  not  overcome,  altho’  I  had  ufed 
what  Endeavours  lay  in  my  Power  as  a  Man, 
confidering  my  Years  and  Education,  all  would 
not  do  until  the  Truth  helped  me  ;  But  after 
many  Conflicfts,  great  Troubles  and  Tempta¬ 
tions,  the  worft  I  ever  met  with,  and  the  moft 
piercing  Sorrow  I  ever  had  yet  been  in  fince  I 
came  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  blefted  Truth 
was,  when  through  Reafonings,  Difobedience, 
and  Unwillingnefs  to  comply  with,  and  anfwer 
the  Lord’s  Requirings,  he  in  Difpleafure  took 
away  from  me  the  Comfort  of  his  holy  Prefence 
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for  feveral  Months  together.  Oh  !  the  Tribu¬ 
lations  and  penetrating  Troubles  I  met  withal  in 
this  Condition,  no  Tongue  is  able  to  exprefs, 
no  nor  the  Heart  of  any  finite  Creature  is  able 
to  conceive  the  Depth  of  the  Anxiety  of  the 
Heart- piercing  and  wounding  Sorrows  I  was  in  ; 
I  thought  my  State  was  as  bad  as  yonah'%,  for 
furely  if  there  be  a  Hell  upon  Earth,  1  was  in  it : 
What  greater  Hell  can  be  here  to  a  quickened 
Soul,  and  an  enlightned  Undetftanding,  who 
hath  tafted  of  the  Goodnefs  of  God,  and  of  the 
Powers,  in  a  degree,  of  the  World  to  come, 
than  to  be  deprived  thereof,  and  think  they  are 
fallen  away  from  this  State  ?  I  could  fcarcely 
believe  I  fhould  ever  have  Repentance  granted  to 
me,  or  be  reftor’d  again  into  the  Love  and 
Favour  of  God,  when  I  found  that  River  of 
Life  dried  i>p^  as  to  me,  which  did  before,  not 
only  make  me,  but  even  all  the  whole  City  of  God^ 
truly  glad:  But  being  left  under  an  Appre- 
•  heniion  of  the  Lord’s  Difpleafure,  and  in  part 
a  Partaker  of  the  Terrors  of  his  Wrath,  oh  ! 
I  thought  furely  the  very  Mountains,  and  even 
the  Hills,  were  not  fufficient  (if  they  could  have 
been  put  into  the  Scales  or  Balance)  to  have 
weighed  againft  my  Troubles  and  AfBidions 
they  were  fo  great  ;  but  as  the  Lord  had  by  his 
Judgments  brought  me  in  a  good  degree  froni 
the  Vice  and  Vanity  of  this  World,  now  by  his 
Judgments  he  made  me  willing  to  give  up  to 
aniwer  his  Requirings  in  part,  and  in  my  Obe¬ 
dience  to  him  I  began  to  feel  fome  Comfort- of 
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fn  myfelf,  and  in  his  Peeple,  who  were  brought 
tp  be  jPartakers  of  the  li}ce  Fcllowfhip. 

Now  I  return  to  the  Matter  about  my  being 
turned  out  of  my  Father’s  Houfe,  which  } 
fnentioned  before,  but  was  willing  to  keep  this 
folcmn  Account  entire,  with  Defires  it  may  be 
a  Caution  to  all,  in  whom  the  Lord  is  at  work 
jn  the  fame  manner,  not  to  reafon  or  gainfay 
fo  much  as  I  did,  but  to  give  up  freely  and 
pheerfuHy  to  the  Will  of  God.  When  I  faw  I 
muft  turn  out,  I  thought  it  CTtpedient  to  ac-^ 
quaint  fome  worthy  Friends  with  it,  left  any 
undue  Refle£f  ions  fhould  be  caft  upon  the  Truth, 
pr  Friends,  or  myfelf,  that  if  fo,  thefe  Friends 
might  be  able  tp  contradifl  them  ;  fo  I  ac¬ 
quainted  Zebajlian  Elleihorp^  and  that  worthy 
Man  and  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  Benjamin 
Padley,  two  of  the  chief  Friends  in  Ellington 
Monthly-meeting,  and  they  came  to  my  Father’s 
Houfe,  and  when  they  came,  they  began  to 
enquire  about  the  Reaions  ’why  I  ’went  a’way  ? 
and,  if  my  Father  had  any  ^hing  againjl  me 
foncernhig  the  Bufinefs  he  employed  me  in  ?  and, 
%iDhether  1  •was  not  faithful  and  diligent  in  all  hii 
fairs  he  ft  me  about  ?  He  confefs’d,  1  ’was  ; 
and  thought  none  could  exceed  me.  They  laid, 
Well  theUy  ’what  is  the  Reafon  of  that  Mifunder- 
Jtanding  which  is  bewixt  thee  and  thy  Son-in- 
faw  i  Is  it  about  his  going  to  Meetings  f  When 
they  underftood  his  Reaions,.  which  were  not 
bard  to  do,  they  exprefs’u  a  Pity  towards  me 
that  I  could  havp  no  more  Liberty  ;  and  they 
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thought,  as  1  was  fo  diligent  in  his  Bufmefl,  if 
he  would  give  me  a  little  more  Liberty  to  go  to 
Meetings^  it  would  be  more  Encouragement  to 
me.  At  which  he  took  Offence,  and  gave  the 
good  Men  rough  Language,  and  afked,  Whai 
they  had  to  do  with  him  and  his  Son  ?  and  bid 
them  go  Home  and  mind  theit  own  Bufinefs  5 
which  they  were  much  troubled  at,  efpecially  for 
my  Sake,  and  much  pitied  trie,  and  wondered 
how  I  had  lived  with  him  fo  long  ;  for  he  faid 
in  fhbrt,  that  there  was  no  Abiding  for  me  there. 
But  Sebaftian  Ellethorp  told  me,  which  was 
mightily  to  my  Comfort,  that  my  Father  had 
nothing  againft  me^  fave  that  concerning  the  Lavl 
of  my  God.  This  is  the  Senfe,  if  not  the  Words, 
of  thefe  wife  and  good  Men,'  which  paffed 
betwixt  them  and  my  Father,  as  they  expreffed 
them  to  me  ;  for  I  was  not  there  when  they 
were  together^ 

Notwithftanding  I  pteadeci  with  my  Father 
to  let  me  ftay  until  I  could  hear  of  a  Place,  he 
would  not,  tho’  I  was  fcarce  fit  for  Service,  being 
almoft  like  an  Anatomy  (as  the  Saying  is)  fo  that 
moft  who  knew  me,  faid,-  I  would  pine  away  'in 
a  Confumption  ;  but  turn  out  I  muft,  and  did, 
tho’  I  was  weak,  poor  and  low  in  Body,  Mind, 
Pocket  and  Cloaths  v  for  I  think  I  had  but 
Twelve-pence  in  my  Pocket,  and  very  ordinary 
Cloaths  upon  my  Back.  Thus  I  took  my  folemn 
Leave  of  the  Family,  with  my  Heart  hill,  but 
I  kept  inward  to  the  Lord,  and  under  Truth’s 
Government  ;  many  Tears  were  fhed  in  the 
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Fatni!)^,  efpecially  my  poor  Mother,  when  I 
left  them  ;  my  Father  faid  little,  but  appear’d 
like  one  ftruck  with  Wonder,  to  fee  fo  much 
Love  manifcfted  towards  me  by  the  Family 
and  fo  much  wifliing  that  I  might  not  go  away 
But  out  I  came  upon  the  great  Common  afore¬ 
mentioned,  where  I  had  had  many  folitary 
Walks,  but  none  like  this,  for  this  Reafon, 
that  1  knew  not  where  to  go.  I  then  thought  of 
Mraham  who  was  called  out  of  Vr  in  the  Land 
of  the  Chaldeans.,  as  it  is  briefly  mention’d  by 
hieplxn  ;  but  this  was  the  Difference  betwixt  us, 
he  was  called,  I  was  forced  out.  But  as  I  was 
walking  upon  the  Common,  the  Senfe  of  my 
weak  Condition,  not  knowing  whither  to  go, 
nor  where  to  lay  my  Head,  altho’  I  had  many 
Fi  lends,  yet  I  could  not  be  free  to  go  to  them, 

unlefs.  I  had  known  they  had  Bufinefs  for  me, 

being  not  of  a  forward,  but  rather  backward 
and  thy  Difpofition  :  I  fay,  the  Senfe  and 
"Weight  of  my  Condition  came  over  me  to  that 
degree,  that  it  appeared  to  me  as  tho’  my  Way 
was  hedged  up  on  every  Side,  inwardly  and 
outwardly  ;  1  even  thought  myfelf  like  a  Pelican 
in  the  Wildernefs,  or  as  an  Owl  in  the  Defarr, 
there  appearing  to  me  fcarce  a  Man  in  all  the 
Larth  in  my  Condition,  every  way  confidered  ; 
and  in  the  Senfe  and  deep  Confideration  of  my 
prefent  Wildernefs  State,  I  felt  myfelf  under  a 
great  Oppieflion  of  Spirit,  and  my  H  eait  leemed 
full,  like  a  Bottle  that  wanted  Vent  :  1  looked 
found  about  me  to  fee  that  none  were  near  to  fee 
my  Tears,  nor  hear  my  Cries,  and  in  the  very 
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.Anguifli  and  Bitternefs  of  my  Soul  I  poured 
forth  my  Complaints,  Cries  and  Tears,  to  the 
Judge  of  all  the  Earth,  who  fpoke  to  me 
and  comforted  me  in  this  my  deplorable  State, 
which  was  worfe  than  “Jacob'i,  when  be  lay  upon 
the  Ground,  and  had  a  Stone  for  his  Pillow  ; 
he  had  his  near  Kindred  to  go  to,  who  he 
might  expedt  would  receive  him  gladly,  but 
I  had  none  to  go  to  but  fuch  as  rather  re¬ 
viled  me,  and  gave  me  hard  Language  ;  but 
the  Lord  faid  unto  me,  as  if  a  Man  had 
fpoke,  Firji  feek  the  Kingdom  oj  ■Hea’den  and 
the  Righteoufnefs  thereof^  and  all  the/e  Things 
that  thou  flandeji  in  Need  of  fiall  be  given  unto 
thee.  I  then  defired  he  would  pleafe  to  fhew  me 
the  Place  I  ftould  go  to  ;  and  the  Lord  opened 
my  Way,  and  diewed  me  the  Houfe  I  fhould  go 
to,  and  abide  in  for'  a  Time.  I  faid,  Good  is  the 
M^ord  oj  the  Lord :  I  believed,  and  it  was  a 
great  Means  to  day  my  Mind,  and  fettle  it  in 
the  Truth,  with  full  Purpofe  of  Heart  to  follow 
the  Lord,  and  obey  his  Recjuirings,  accordinff 
to  the  Knowledge  and  Ability  given  me  ;  yet 
Reafonings  attended  me  ;  two  Things  efpecially 
flood  much  in  my  Way,  yea,  three  Things 
were  a  Lett  to  me,  for  foon  after  I  came  to  the 
Friend's  Houfe  in  South-Cliff]  viz.  William  Allan 
by  Name,  I  bound  myfelf  to  him  to  learn  his 
Trade  of  a  Weaver^  and  after  I  was  bound,  I 
found  this  good  Man  loved  me,  and  I  loved 
him  to  the  Day  of  his  Death  ;  and  he  often 
faid,  lie  was  biffed  for  my  Sake,  and  all  that 
appertained  unto  him  j  for  when  I  went  to  him 
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he  was  very  poor,  but  he  increafed  very  coni 
liderab.y  after  I  went  to  live  with  him* 

^  I  come  now  to  the  Particulars  which  flood 
in  my  Way  of  anfwering  the  Lord’s  Commands 
lo  tully  as  lometimes  I  fliould  have  done  j  Firjl. 
a  violent  Humour  fell  into  one  of  my  Legs  foon 
after  I  was  bound  Apprentice,  which  I  with 
others  thought  was  much  occafioned  by  hard 
Ufage,  Heats  and  Colds,  and  many  Surfeits^ 
even  from  my  Infancy  ;  which  Lamenefs  held 
me  about  two  Years,_  and  I  fuffered  much  by 
the  laid  Leg,  and  it  much  difcouraged  and 
difabled  me.  The  fecond  Hindrance  was,  m't 
low  Circumjlcmces  in  the  TV orld^  which  v'ery 
few  knew  of,  becaufe  the  common  Fame  was, 
(and  not  without  fome  Truth)  that  I  hud  rich 
Purents,  I  have  given  an  Account  already  how 
they  were  circnmftanced,  and  lo  I  leave  them 
at  prefent  and  proceed  ;  But  few  knew  the 
Straits  I  met  withal;  yet  my  truly  religious 
INdafter,  if  he  underftood  any  *1  hing  was  upon 
my  Mind  to  go  to  vilit  any  Meeting,  or 
Meetings,  he  would  fay,  Jake  my  Mare  and. go 
thy  way\  and  be  not  uneafy,  neither  about  the 
Mare  nor  Bufmefi ;  nor  do  7iot  hajlen  thyfelf. 
Thefe  KindnelTes  made  me  often  thoughtful 
how  I  might  return  fuitable  Acknowledgments, 
and  be  duly  grateful  for  the  fame  :  I  was  diligent 
in  my  Mafter’s  Bufinefs,  not  ferving  him  with 
Eye-fervice,  but  faithfully  ;  believing  it  good 
and  acceptable  in  the  Sight  of  God,  and  I  had 
great  Peace  in  it  j  my  Mafler  never  found 
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Fault  with  me  for  doing  too  little,  but  often  for 
doing  too  much,  and  would  lometimes  fay,  I 
think  thou  wilt  cleave  to  the  Beam  j  come  off  and 
let  us  walk  into  the  Fields  and  fee  how  T kings  are 
there.  Now  as  to  the  third  Hindrance,  the 
Account  of  which  I  was  not  willing  to  have 
interwoven  with  Matters  of  lefs  Moment,  altho’ 
the  Healing  of  my  very  fore  Leg,  I  attribute  to 
the  great  and  good  Providence  of  God  ;  for  in  a 
ftiort  Time  after  I  gave  up  freely  and  cheerfully 
to  anfwer  the  Lord’s  Requirings,  the  Lord  healed 
me  of  my  Lamenefs  j  and  when  I  cried  unto 
him,  that  he  would  alfo  heal  my  Tongue  of  its 
Stammering,  believing  that  the  Lord  was  able 
to  take  away  the  Impediment  of  my  Tongue, 
as  he  was  to  flop  the  Violence  of  that  Humour 
which  had  attended  my  Body,  and  had  a  Re- 
courfe  to  my  Leg,  and  made  it  fore  from  above 
the  Ancle  to  the  Knee  :  And  notwithftanding 
feveral  Men  had  given  their  Advice,  and  had 
fhewed  their  Skill,  it  all  proved  inefFedual,  until 
1  came  to  believe  in,  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  prefs 
through  all  to  him,  and  to  touch  the  Skirt,  or 
lowed  Appearance  of  his  bleffed  Truth  and 
Power,  in  which  I  found  true  healing  Virtue  to 
my  Soul,  and  alfo  to  my  Body,  and  to  my 
Tongue,  even  to  my  Admiration  ;  fo  that  I  did 
not  only  fpeak  plain  in  the  Teftimony  the  Lord 
gave  me  to  bear,  but  alfo  fpoke  plain  in  my 
common  Intercourfe  with  Men, 

I  was  likewife  in  thefe  Days  under  the  Difpen- 
latipns  pf  Openings  apd  Vifions,  and  thought 
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myfelf  as  it  were  upon  Mount -Tifgah,  and  faw 
into  the  holy  Land,  and  into  Things  relating  to 
God  and  his  heavenly  Kingdom,  and  into  bis 
Work  and  Way  of  bringing  Man  out  of  the 
Fall  and  Alienation  to  himfelf  again,  and  into  a 
heavenly  State  in  Cbrift,  as  Man  yields  true  Obe¬ 
dience  onto  the  Leadings  and  Operation  of  his 
bleffed  Grace  and  holy  Spirit  in  the  Heart.  But 
under  fuch  Difpenfations  it  is  requifite,  yea,  of 
ablolute  Neceffity,  that  Mao  be  brought  into 
true  Self-denial,  as  alfo  into  a  depending  Frame 
of  Mind,  and  true  Refignation  of  Will  to  the 
Will  of  God,  and  a  daily  fitting  as  in  the  Duft, 
as  to  the  Motions  and  Workings  of  the  Creature 
as  fuch  ;  for  ail  that  is  of  Man’s  working,  or 
Work,  does  but  lett  or  hinder  the  fpiritual  Work 
of  God  in  the  Heart ;  and  we  muft  come  truly 
to  know  all  fiefhly  Motions,  and  the  Workings 
in  Man’s  own  Will  and  Spirit,  to  be  filenced,  to 
hear  the  Voice  of  God,  which  is  a  ftill  fmall 
Voice,  and  not  to  be  heard  in  the  Noife  and 
Hurries  of  the  World  ;  neither  when  the  Mind 
is  bulled  with  Things  agreeable  to  our  own 
corrupt  Wills  and  depraved  Nature.  , 

But  although  at  times  I  had  clear  Sights  into 
many  heavenly  Things,  and  alfo  had  at  times 
comfortable  Enjoyments  of  the  living  Prefence 
of  God,  yet  I  wanted  to  be  more  eftablilhed  in 
the  unchangeable  Truth,  which  I  had  at  times 
fome  comfortable  feeling  of  ;  and  in  crying  to 
the  Lord,  1  found  he  inclined  unto  me,  and,  as 
David  faid,  he  beard  my  Criei^  and  fluckt  my 
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Feet  out  of  the  Mire  and  Clay,  and  fet  them  Up'oH 
a  Rock,  that  was  higher  than  I,  and  in  part 
eftabli/hed  my  Goi?:gs,  and  put  a  new  Song  into  my 
Mouth,  even  high  Praifes  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his 
tender  Mercies  to  me  in  thefe  trying  Limes  •,  and 
now  being  more  crucified  to  the  World,  and  the 
Spirit  of  it,  I  witneffed  a  more  conftant  Indwell¬ 
ing  of  the  heavenly  Power  and  living  Prefencej 
Light  and  Grace  ;  I  came  to  be  brought  into 
Stilnefs,  and  it  became  moft  agreeable  to  my 
Condition  to  keep  much  in  Silence,  and  wait  upon 
the  Lord  for  the  Renewing  of  Strength,-  that 
thereby  I  might  furmount  all  Temptations  and 
Trials  that  might  fall  in  my  way,  or  which  I 
might  be  tried  with,  which  were  not  a  few. 

Now  thefe  Things  before  recited,  are  worthy 
of  Commemoration,  and  proved  great  Confirm¬ 
ations  to  me  in  the  Truth,  in  thefe  Days  of  my 
Tribulations  and  great  Trials  :  Read  and  believe 
thou  that  canft,  for  they  are  faithful  and  true 
Sayings,  After  the  Lord  had  healed  me,  he  fent 
me  forth  in  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry,  and 
the  firfl  Journey  I  took  Southward  was  into 
Ltncolnfire,  Nottingham  fire,  and  through  Co¬ 
ventry,  and  fo  to  IVarwick  to  fee  William  Dewf~ 
berry.  One  Thing  is  remarkable  upon  William's 
Enquiry,  What  Way  1  came  I’  In  my  Account  of 
the  particular  Towns  and  Places  I  had  paffed 
through,  I  mentioned  Coventry,  which  was  the 
laft  and  the  worfl:  ;  for  feme  of  the  rude  People 
fiung  Stones  at  me,  with  great  Violence,  as  I 
was  fpeaking  in  the  Meeting,  fo  that  had  the 
•  F  Lord 
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Lord  fufFered  them  to  have  hit  me,  they  muft 
have  Ipoiled  me  ;  but  my  Faith  in  the  Lord, 
and  the  Strength  of  the  Truth,  bore  up  my  Mind’ 
above  Fear  of  the  outward  Man,  or  what  wicked 
Men  could  do  to  me.  After  William  had  heard 
my  Account,  he  fixed  his  Eyes  on  me  and  faid. 
Thou  mujl  go  back  again  to  Coventry.  I  appeared 
unwilling,  for  two  Reafons  :  F/ry?,  becaufe  I 
thought  I  had  cleared  myfelf  of  that  People. 
Secondly,  I  thought  it  not  fafe  to  run  myfelf  into 
Danger  of  Suffering,  unlefs  I  was  fatisfied  the 
Lord  required  it  of  me.  But  W tlliam  was  pofitive, 
and  faid,  T  imift.  go,  for  there  was  a  Service  for  me 
to  do  there.  Upon  a  deliberate  Confideration  of 
the  Matter,  and  a  feeking  to  the  Lord  to  know 
his  Will  in  it,  I  found  my  Way  clear  to  go,  and 
I  had  fome  Service  and  good  Satisfadion,  and 
left  Friends  nearer  to  one  another  than  when  I 
firft  met  with  them  ;  for  there  had  been  a  Mifun- 
derftanding  amongft  fome  Friends  in  that  City  : 
So  I  came  from  thence  to  Ta?iiworth,  where  there 
was  a  Difference,  efpecially  betwixt  two  Friends ; 
both  of  them  had  been  fuch  as  had  made  fome 
confiderable  Figure  among  Friends  :  I  felt  it  upon 
me  to  go  to  the  Man,  to  warn  him  of  the  Spirit 
or  Prejudice  and  Envy,  for  if  he  gave  Way  to  it; 
it  would  eat  out  his  Love  to  Friends  and  Truth, 
and  he  would  decline  Meetings,  and  come  to 
nought,  and  turn  his  Back  on  the  Truth;  which 
came  to  be  fulfilled,  as  I  afterwards  heard  ;  for 
he  became  a  loofe  Man, '  and  lifted  himfelf  to  be 
a  Soldier.  I  was  zealous  for  the  Name  of  the 
Lord,  and  had  a  great  Concern  upon  my  Mind 

for 
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■for  the  Promulgation  of  the  Truth,  and  where 
I  met  with  loofe  ProfelTors  of  the  Truth,  it  was 
a  great  Exercife  to  me. 

When  I  returned  home  from  this,  and  indeed 
from  all  my  Journeys,  I  took  Care  what  I  well 
could,  fo  far  as  my  weak  Body  was  capable,  to 
fall  into  Bulinefs,  and  not  to  loiter  away  my 
Time,  neither  abroad  nor  at  home.  My  weak 
Conftitution  would  not  well  bear  the  Weaving- 
trade,  therefore  I  left  it  much  againft  my  Will  j 
but  I  wrought  upon  Clock  and  Watch-work,  and 
Many  other  Things,  which  tupplied  my  Ne- 
ceffities,  the  Lord  allowing  me  as  much  Time  at 
home  as  put  me  in  a  Condition  reafonably  fit  for 
Travel,  and  then  I  was  inclin’d  to  go  to  vifit 
Friends.  Many  Things  I  omit,  becaufe  I  am 
not  willing  to  fwell  my  Account  too  much.  I 
travelled  through  moft  Parts  of  England  four 
Times,  and  twice  through  moft  Parts  of  Wales, 
between  the  twentieth  and  twenty  eighth  Year 
of  my  Age. 

After  the  Lord  had  opened  my  Heart,  and  I 
came  in  part  to  underftand  the  holy  Scriptures, 
and  to  have  a  Feeling  of  that  holy  Spirit  in  which 
the  holy  Penmen  wrote  them,  and  a  Sympathy 
with  the  Spirits  and  Exercifes  of  the  Righteous 
therein  mentioned,  I  took  great  Delight  in  read¬ 
ing  them,  and  having  a  good  Memory,  could 
thereby  the  better  deal  with  Priefts  and  with 
Profeflbrs.  I  had  many  Difputes  and  Reafoninga 
with  Priefts  and  Profeflbrs,  of  feveral  Denomi- 

F  2  .  nations. 


f  33  ] 

nations,  both  in  Torkfhire  and  other  Parts  in  my 
Travels,  fo  that  through  thefe'  Difputes,  and 
much  Reading,  my  Mind  was  rather  too  much 
Jn  iht  Letter,  and  not  altogether  fo  much  inV- 
rit,^  and  m  Fc-^'er,  as  it  fhould  have  been  5  for 
which  I  met  with  a  gentle  Caution  from  the 
Lord,  which  was  thus  :  I  heard  a  Voice  (from 
the  Lord)  as  plain  as  if  one  had  fpoke  to  my 
outward  Ear,  L he  Fowls  of  the  Air  lodge  in  the 
Branches,  This  being  repeated  to  me,  1  befou^ht 
the  Lord  to  fhew  me  what  was  the  Meaning^of 
that  Voice  which  I  heard  ;  and  the  Lord,  the 
mighty  God,  fiiewed  me  in  his  condefcendint^ 
Love,  that  the  Scriptures,  even  all  of  them  which 
were  written  as  the  holy  Men  were  moved  of  the 
holy  Ghoft,  fprung  from  the  living  Roof  ;  yet 
thofe  who  refted  only  in  the  Letter,  and  came 
not  to  be  acquainted  with,  and  live  in,  and  minir 
fier  from  the  lame  holy  Spirit,  are  outward,  dead, 
dry,  airy  and  fooliih.  This  gentle  Check  was  of 
great  Service  to  me  ^  not  fo  as  to  make  me  decline 
reading  the  Scriptures,  but  that  I  fhould  net  have 
overmud)  Dependency  on  them  ;  and  to  caution 
m€  againfl;  the  Negled  of  w^aiting  for  the  Help 
cT  the  holy  Spirit,  the  Root  and  pure  Spring  of 
the  right  and  living  Miniftiy  which  reaches  the 
Heart, ^  and  Cefrries  the  true  Evidence  with  it  to 
the  Believers,  that  it  is  of  God  which  that  of 
t  le  Leuer  cannot  do  of  itfelf.  J  tenderly  delire 
that  all  concerned  in  this  great  Work  of  the 
Miniftiy,  may  not  be  Minifters  of  the  Letter 
^ly,  but  of  the  Spirit  ailo,  and  may  fpeak  in  the 
ptnioiiilration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  Power*  And 
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let  him  that  fpeaketh^  /peak  at  the  Oracle  of  God, 
and  he  that  mini  fir  eth,  do  it  as  of  the  jibility  that 
God giveth.  This  is  the  iaft  and  lafting  Miniftry, 
which  is  after  the  Order  of  Melchifedeck,  and  not 
after  the  Older  of  Aaron,  but  in  Jefus  Cbrift 
the  High-Prieft,  the  one  Offering,  which  makes 
perfedt  for  ever  all  who  come  to, him  through 
the  Drawings  of  the  Father  j  he  is  the  one  Lord, 
and  there  is  but  one  true  Faith  in  him,  and  but 
one,  true  and  faving  Baptifm  into  him,  or  into 
the  Likenefs  of  his  Death  ;  fo  as  Chrill  died  for 
Sin,  we  may  truly  die  to  Sin  ;  and  as  he  was 
rai/ed  by  the  Glory  of  the  Father,  fo  we  may 
walk  in  Newnejs  of  Life  j  the  heavenly  High- 
Prieft,  holy,  harmlefs,  feparate  from  Sinners  j 
and  fuch  a  High-Prieft  who  was  t'empted,  and 
knows  how  to  luccour  fuch  as  are  tempted  ;  he 
is  the  Advocate  wdth  the  Father,  the  Propitiation 
for  the  Sins  of  all,  the  true  Guide  and  Comforter, 
the  Leader  of  them  into  all  Truth  who  obey  and 
follow  him  ;  although  to  the  World  a  Reprover 
znA  ji  fvift  IVitnefs  againfl  all  Ungodlinefs  and 
Unrighteoufnefs  of  Men. 


My  writing  thus,  from  this  gentle  Check, 
concerning  the  Fowls  and  the  Branches,  See.  is 
not  with  the  lead  Intention  either  to  lelfen  the 
holy  Scriptures,  or  difeourage  any  from  read¬ 
ing  them  ;  for  I  would  have  all  true  Chri/iiatu 
encouraged  to  be  more  converfant  in  them  ; 
yet  with  this  Advice,  kind  Reader,  from  thy 
Well-wiflier  and  true  Friend,  to  breath  to,  and 
truly  feek  after  the  Lord  for  a  Meafure  of  his 
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holy  and  blelTed  Spirit,  the  only  Key  and  beft 
Expofitor  to  open  and  truly  expound  them  to 
thee,  as  by  the  fame  holy  Spirit  thy  Mind 
and  Underftanding' comes  to  be  fitted  and  en- 
lightned  ;  and  indeed  the  whole  Vefiel  muft  be 
brought  into  a  Preparation  to  hold  the  heavenly 
Xreafure,  and  not  to  mix  the  pure  with  the 
corrupt  and  impure  :  For  without  this  en- 
lightning,  preparing,  opening,  and  fandifying 
Gift  of  God’s  holy  Grace  and  Spirit,  Man  can 
neither  know  the  heavenly  Power  of  God,  nor 
yet  the  holy  Scriptures  aright,  as  he  ought  to 
know  them  ;  and  for  this  Reafon  it  hath  feemed 
good  to  God  to  hide  thefe  Things  from  the 
Learned,  Wife  and  Prudent  of  this  World,  that 
they  fhould  not  pry  into,  nor  find  out  the 
Myfteries  contained  therein,  unlefs  they  are 
fandified,  and  called  of  God  thereto  ;  and  as  no 
Man  knows  the  Things  of  a  Man,  fave  the  Spirit 
of  a  Man  that  is  in  him  ;  likewife  the  Things  of 
God  are  not  perceivable  by  Man,  without  the 
Help  of  the  holy  Spirit  of  God  in  Man. 

Thus  the  Lord  opened  to  me  the  true  Mean¬ 
ing  of  the  Parable  of  the  Mujiard-Jeed,  in  this 
the  Time  of  my  Infancy  as  to  the  Miniftry, 
with  which  he  fent  me  forth  into  the  World,' 
that  my  Faith  might  fland  in  the  Lord  alone, 
the  Author  and'Finhher,  as  well  as  Giver  of  the 
true  and  faving  Faith,  even  that  Faith  which 
works  by  Love,  and  gives  ViBory  over  the  World ; 
it  was  by  and  through  the  Power,  Virtue  and 
Efiicacy  of  true  Faith,  which  is  the  Gift  of  God, 

that 
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that  the  Elders  in  former  Ages  obtained,  and 
now  do  obtain  a  good  Report ;  it  was  in  and 
through  this  Gift,  that  worthy  Abel  with  his 
Offering  was  accepted  of  God,  altho’  he  was 
envied  of  his  earthly  and  evil-minded  Brother 
Cain,  and  alfo  by  him  flain.  The  ever  memo¬ 
rable  Enoch,  through  the  Virtue  of  this  holy 
Gift,  walked  with  God,  as  himfelf  gave  Witnefs 
that  Enoch  pleafed  him  ;  he  walked  fo  in  Faith 
and  Obedience  even  to  the  End,  that  he  died 
not  as  Men  in  common  do,  but  was  tranllated, 
or  changed  in  a  peculiar  manner.  Come,  read 
thou  that  canft,  and  underftand  thou  that  art 
-redeemed  out  of  (and  haft  overcome)  the  Flefh, 
and  the  Power  of  the  firft  Nature,  the  World 
and  the  Devil,  in  a  great  meafure,  for  thou 
knoweft  that  it  is  by  the  Operation  of  this 
Gift  that  the  Dead  in  old  Adam  are  railed  to 
a  new  Life,  and  \Vay  of  living  in  the  new 
Man  ;  and  through  this  heavenly  Adam,  that  is 
known  to  thefe  to  be  a  quickning  Spirit,  agree¬ 
able  to  holy  Writ.  Through  Faith  the  Violence 
of  Fire  was  quench’d,  the  Mouths  of  Lions  have 
been  ftoppd,  the  Sword  turned  backward,  the 
Armies  put  to  flight  even  fuch  as  were  Aliens 
or  Strangers,  who  outwardly  fought  againft  the 
Lord’s  People  ;  which  fets  before  us,  as  in  a, 
Glafs,  how  and  what  we  are  to  overcome  in  this 
Gofpel-day,  in  which  we  are  not  to  fight  with 
iVlen,  but  with  our  Lufts,  and  overcome  Sin  • 
and  Satan  j  which  is  as  great  a  Vidory  as  he 
obtain’d  that  overcame  the  rampant  Lions,  who 
had  Dominion  over  the  Wicked,  as  Sin  and  Satan 

have 


have  Power  and  Dominion  over  the  Wicked  and 
Ungodly  to  this  Day.  Confider  now  in  Time, 
thou  that  readeft  thefe  Lines,  whether  Chrift 
or  Antichrift  doth  not  predominate  in  thee  ? 
Whether  Grace  or  Sin  moft  abound  in  thy 
mortal  Body  ?  Whether  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
that  leads  into  all  Truth,  or  the  Spirit  of  Error, 
that  leads  into  all  Error  and  Untruth,  is  the 
moft  prevalent,  and  hath  the  greateft  Place  in 
thy  Heart  ?  For  to  him  whom  thou  art  the 
moft  fubjed:,  and  yields  thy  Members  Servants 
to,  his  Servant  thou  art,  and  to  him  thou  giveft 
w'ay  and  fubjeds  thyfelf,  and  his  Servant  thou 
wilt  altogether  come  to  be  in  Time,  and  the 
Wages  due  to  his  Servants  thou  diait  have  given 
to  thee  at  the  End  of  thy  Work  :  Therefore 
confider  in  due  Time,  while  the  Day  of  thy 
Vifitation  is  continued  unto  thee,  and  the  Lord 
is  following  and  calling  by  his  fecret  and  inward 
Checks  and  Reproof,  by  which  he  difquiets  thy 
Mind,  that  altho’  thou  mayft  take  fome  Pleafuie 
in  Vanity  and  w'rong  Ways,  w'hen  thou  canft 
get  over  the  juft  Witnefs  of  God  in  thy  own 
Soul,  yet  while  it  fttives  with  thee  to  convert 
and  gather  thee  up  out  of  earthly  and  fading 
Pleafures,  to  have  thy  Mind  fet  upon  heavenly 
Things,  and  take  Pleafure  in  them,  thou  wilt 
have  no  folid  Comfort  in  all  thy  lower  Enjoy¬ 
ments,  but  Condemnation  and  Anguifh  of  Soul 
will  attend  thee,  until  thou  either  gets  over  the 
Witnefs,  or  leaves  the  Evil,  is  the  Experience  of 
the  Lord’s  People,  who  have  been  acquainted 
with  the  true  and  inward  Warfare,  and  alfo 
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with  the  Saints  Vidory.  Read  and  learn  to 
follow  Clirill  the  Footfteps  of  the  Flocks  of 
his  Companions  ;  altho’  it  be  through  great  Tri¬ 
bulations  ,  yet  it  is  the  Way  to  have  thy  Garments 
•waped  and  made  iiuhke  in  the  royftical  Blood  of 
the  immaculate  Lamb  of  God :  Fhis  is  he,  as  John 
the  Baptifl  faid,  that  taketh  away  the  Sins  of  the 
World,  Happy  is  every  one  that  truly  putteth 
on  his  Lamb-like  Nature,  his  Humility,  Righ- 
teoufnefs  and  Purity,  and  is  covered  with  his 
holy  Spirit,  and  lives  and  walks  in  and  under 
the  Influence  and  Condud  thereof  to  the  End  of 
Time  here,  until  we  enter  into  Immutability. 

Now  to  return  from  this  Digreflion  to  the 
hiftorical  Part  :  When  1  had  travelled  much  of 
the  Time  between  my  going  forth,  which  was 
from  about  the  nineteenth  Year  of  my  Age  unto 
about  the  twenty  -  leventh,  then  finding  fome 
little  Relpite  from  the  Weight  of  that  Service,  I 
inclined  to  fettle  a  little  clofer  to  Bufinefs,  but 
had  little  to  begin  any  Calling  with,  ^eing 
neceflitated  to  leave  my  Trade  of  hk^eavinv 
through  Lamenefs,  as  before  mentioned  ;  and 
I  Had  been  a  Sojourner  fome  Time  at  Jd^httby, 
Scarborough,  anti  Bridlington  ;  but  upon  feeking 
unto  the  Lord  to  know  what  Place  I  might  now 
fettle  in,  though  my  great  Inclination  was  for 
Whitby,  yet  it  founded  as  in  my  Ear,  Bridlington, 
Bridlington  is  the  Place  to  fettle  in  ;  and  in  the 
Cmfs  I  repaired  thither,  and  fettled  for  fome 
rime,  keeping  a  little  Shop,  and  mended  Clocks 
and  Watches,  as  I  had  done  for  feveral  Years 
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part  at  Times  j  ,  it  was  of  good  Service  my 
fettling  there,  for  the  Lord'  began  to  work 
mightily,  efpecially  amongft  the  young  Friends, 
fo  that  in  a  few  Years  many  had  their  Mouths 
opened  in  Teftimony  for  the  Lord,  and  a  fine 
Spring  of  heavenly  Miniftry  was  in  that  Month¬ 
ly-meeting,  the  like  I  have  not  known  in  the 
like  Bounds,  (for  it  is  but  a  fmall  Monthly¬ 
meeting)  and  hath  been  fo  ever  fince  I  knew  it  ; 
for  Truth  did  fo  mightily  profper,  and  Friends 
grew  fo  in  the  Minifiry,  that  it  became  a 
Proverb,  that  Bridlington  was  become  a  School 
of  Pt'ophets.  This  mighty  Work  of  the  Lord, 
in  thefe  Days,  is  worthy  to  be  chronicled  and 
rcmembred  among  his  many  worthy  and  noble 
Adis  ;  we  had  many  heavenly  and  good  Meet¬ 
ings,  praifed  and  renowned  be  the  worthy  Name 
of  the  Lord,  now  and  for  ever. 

I 

We  had  but  little  Difcipliite  when  I  firft  fettled 
in  that  Place,  but  afterwards  many  Friends 
Hearts  were  ftirred  up  in  a  holy  Zeal  for  the 
Lord,  not  only  to  promote  Meetings  for  Wor- 
ihip,  but  alfo  for  good  Difcipline  in  the  Church, 
and  they  began  to  fee  a  Neceffity  of  coming  up 
more  in  the  Pradlice  of  this  very  needful  Work  ; 
altho’  there  were  fome  that  faid,  They  could  fee  no 
Need  of  fuch  clofe  Order  and  Difciplhie  :  Yet  I 
found  it  to  be  my  Way  in  the  Truth  to  bear 
with  fuch,  if  they  were  not  irregular  in  their 
Converfatfons  ;  but  if  they  were  diforderly,  we 
dealt  with  them  as  the  Lord  opened  our  Way  in 
the  Wifdom  of  Truth  5  and  thus  bearing  with 

the 


the  Eafinefs  of  fome  on  the  one  hand,  and  en¬ 
couraging  the  Faithful  and  Zealous  on  the  other, 
until  way  was  made,  beyond  my  Expedlation, 
for  the  fpreading  of  the  Truth,  its  Teftimony, 
and  the  Difcipline  thereof  in  thofe  Parts. 

( 

I  had  now  travelled  and  laboured  much  in 
the  Lord  s  Work  at  hOm.e  and  abroad  for  about 
ten  Years,  but  had  not  in  all  that  Time  found 
my  Way  clear  to  marry,  although  not  without 
fome  likely  Opportunity,  and  with  fuch  as  were 
a  great  deal  richer  than  fhe  was  whom  I  did 
marry  ;  but  I  was  afraid  in  this  weighty  Affair 
to  mifs  my  Way,  knowing  the  great  Difference 
there  is  between  them  who  only  profefs,  and 
they  who  poffefs  the  Truth,  and  them  that  are 
only  in  the  firfl;  Nature  and  unregenerated  State, 
(and  ftridlly  fpeaking,  but  the  Sons  and  Daughters 
of  Men)  and  luch  who  are  born  again,  not  of 
F  lefh  and  Blood,  nor  indeed  of  any  thing  that 
is  corruptible,  but  of  that  incorruptible  Seed  and 
living  Word  of  God  which  leads  into  a  lively 
Hope,  and  brings  forth  a  new  and  heavenly 
Birth  in  Man,  that  takes  Delight  to  pleafe  and 
obey  the  Lord  in  all  Things,  and  fo  become 
Sons,  or  Children  of  God,  in  a  more  fpiritua! 
and  nearer  Relation  than  that  of  Creation  only  j 
it  is  in  and  through  this  great  Work  of  Reno¬ 
vation,  and  being  born  again  ;  And,  as  fuch  as 
live  up  to  that  holy  Seed  and  regenerating 
Principle,  and  as  the  fame  doth  predominate 
and  rule  in  Man,  in  this  State  Man  cannot'  Rny 
&s  the  Apoftle  faid,  with  this  Reafon-  annexed, 
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iiecaufe  his^  Seed  (to  wit,  the  Seed  of  God) 
remainetb  tn  him  :  Thus  walking  in  the  Light, 
and  living  in  the  Seed,  Grace  and  holy  Spirit, 
altho’  the  Terms  of  it  differ,  the  Virtue  and 
Nature  of  it  are  undividable  ;  fuch  who  come 
to  be  gathered  to  walk  with,  and  truly  love 
Chnfl  the  Bridegroom  of  the  Soul,  are  brought 
into  a  greater  Nearnefs,  truer  Sympathy  and 
Unity  of  Spirit  than  the  World  knows  of.  Read 
this,  you  that  are  born  again,  and  duly  confider 
it  in  its  proper  Time  and  Place.  I  believe,  and 
therefore  truly  ipeak  it,  the  Lord  gave  me  fuch 
a  Wife  as  really  feared  him,  loved  Truth  and 
Righteoufnefs,  and  all  fuch  as  file  thought  loved, 
and  efpeciaily  fuch  as  lived  in  the  Truth  ;  her 
Name  was  Prijcilla  Canaby,  Daughter  of  James 
Canaby  ;  Are  was  defcended  of  an  honeft  f'amily 
in  the  Eaft  Part  of  TorkJ].nre,  the  only  Child  her 
Parents  left  ;  they  wtve.  Bakers  by  Trade,  and 
gave  her  a  commendable  Education,  tho’  they 
did  not  leave  her  any  great  Portion  ;  fire  was 
under  the  Care  of  her  Uncle  Charles  Cannaby  of 
Bridlington,  an  honeft  Friend,  who  left  fome- 
thing  behind  hint  in  Manuicript  concerning  his 
Convinceinent  of  the  Truth,  and  Sufferings  fot 
the  fame  j  he  w'as  convinced  early,  lived  to  a 
great  Age,  and  was  a  Man  of  great  Service  in 
thofe  Parts  where  he  lived. 

I  was  in  the  tw'enty-eighth  Year  of  my  Age 
when  I  married  my  Wife,  who  was  a  Womart 
of  an  excellent  Temper,  very  affedfionate,  fober 
apd  prudent,  loved  Retirement  much,  and  wait- 
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ing  upon  the  Lord,  and  the  Enjoyment  of  his 
internal  and  living  Prefence,  and  efpecially  with 
the  Lord’s  People,  that  they  might  alfo  be  made 
Partakers  with  her  of  the  like  Ipecial  Favours  ; 
this  was  as  her  Crown  and  Kingdom  while  in 
this  World,  even  from  her  Childhood  ;  and  to 
fee  Friends  profper  in  the  Truth  was  Matter  of 
great  Rejoicing  to  her.  When  we  had  been 
married  Icarce  three  Years,  the  Lord  raifed  her 
up  to  bear  a  publick  Teftimony  amongft  Friends 
in  their  Meetings,  which  was  very  comfortable 
and  acceptable  to  them  ;  and  alfo  flie  had  the 
Spirit  of  Grace  and  Supplication,  meafurably 
Doured  upon  her,  fo  that  many  with  me  did 
believe  flie  had  Accefs  to  the  7hrone  of  God,  and 
to  that  River  which  maketh  truly  glad  the  City  of 
Cod.  She  always  freely  gave  me  up  to  anfwer 
the  Service  I  believed  the  Lord  called  for  of  me. 
She  was  taken  from  me  when  we  had  been 
married  but  about  five  Years,  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  Year  of  her  Age,  and  died  in  a  fweet 
Frame  of  Mind,  and  was  fenfible  to  the  laff, 
and  her  lafl;  Words  were,  He  is  come,  he  is  come, 
whom  my  Soul  loves,  and  my  Soul  rejoices  in  God 
my  Saviour,  and  my  Spirit  magnifies  him  ;  and 
fo  palTed  away  like  a  Lamb,  I  believe  into  a 
Manfion  of  Glory,  where  her  innocent  Soul  will 
for  ever  fing  Hallelujah  to  the  Lord  God  and 
the  Lamb,  who  is  worthy  of  Glory,  Honour, 
Sarvation  and  Strength,  now  and  for  ever, 

I  might  enlarge  much  upon  the  Virtue  and 
Worthinsfs  of  faithful  Prifcilla,  but  in  this,  as  in 
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Olhcr  Matters,  it  is  my  Defire  to  avoid  Prolixitv 
yet  would  take  Notice  of  the  moll  tematkaW^ 
Occurrences  that  have  happened  to  me  in  the 
Courfe  of  this  my  earthly  Pilgrimage  alfo,  I 
have  been  much  preft’d  by  feme,  and  not  of 
the  leaft  of  my  faithful  Brethren  ;  likewife  I 
believed  it  ,0  be  my  Duty,  to  leave  fome 
Remains  to  Pollerity  for  their  Encouragement 
and  Comfort  m  the  Way  and  Work  of  the 
Lord.  One  Thing  is  worthy  here  to  be  inferred 
which  had  a  ftrange  and  aftonifhing  Efted  upon 
my  Mind, ,  which  was  thus  i  ^ 

As  I  was  walking  in  a  plain  Field  in  the  fore 

jv  ^  ^  from  the  Sea,  betwixt 

Bndhngton  and  Brojnton,  my  Soul  w^  in  a  deep 

Concern,  and  at  that  Time  exercifed  in  Medita- 

non  on  the  Things  of  God,  and  alfo  in  fervent 

Trayers  to  him  for  Prefervation  from  every 

hurtful  Thing  ;  and  a  heavenly  Frame  my 

Mind  was  then  brought  into,  for  then  I  neither 

law  Cloud  over  my  Mind,  nor  yet  any  in  the 

rirmament,  for  it  appeared  to  me  a  Morning 

without  Clouds  ;  tho’  I  had  paired  under  many 

Clouds,  Soon  after  my  Mind  was  brought,  into 

this  heavenly  Frame,  and  as  it  were  fwallowed 

up  in  the  heavenly  and  internal  Prefence  of  the 

Loid,  I  thought  a  bright  Cloud  came  down 

and  cover’d  me,  or  caught  me  up  into  it  ;  fa  ‘ 

whether  I  was  Handing,  walking,  or  fet  upon 

the  Ground,  or  carried  up  into  the  Cloud  in 

the  Body,  or  out  of  the  Body,  I  know  not 

to  this  Day  j  yet  Fear  and  Reverence,  witli 

/ 
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bowing  of  Soul,  did  polTefs  me  before  the  great 
Majefty  j  at  the  Glory  of  whofe  Countenance 
as  I  had  it  in  a  preceding  Vilion,  Men  and 
Angels  fled  and  gave  way,  and  could  not 
ftedfaftly  behold  the  Brightnefs  and  Glory  of 
the  Countenance  of  the  Son  of  the  Highefl:, 
with  the  mighty  God  and  Father,  which  are 
one  in  Power,  Greatnefs,  Goodnels,  and  Glory, 
who  was  before  all  I'hings,  made  all  things,  and 
uphold  and  fill  all  Things  that  are  good,  with 
that  which  is  truly  good,  or  at  leafl;  is  for  a 
good  End.  Read  this  Myftery  thou  that  canfl:, 
and  learn  to  fear  him  that  hath  Power  over  both 
Soul  and  Body,  to  kill  and  to  caft  into  Hell^  for 
one  Time  or  another  he  will  make  thee  fear 
him,  when  he  brings  thy  Sins  to  Judgment, 
whether  it  be  now  or  hereafter  :  The  Time  hath 
been,  is,  or  will  be,  in  which  the  Lord,  the 
Judge  of  both  Quick  and  Dead,  hath,  doth,  or 
will  plead  with  thee,  and  all  Flefh,  as  in  the 
Valley  of  Jehofaphat ;  therefore  beware  left  thou 
make  him  wroth,  as  he  was  upon  Mount  Peri- 
ziniy  but  be  thou  fubjtdl  to  the  Lord,  as  faithful 
Mofes  was  upon  Mount  Horeb,  or  the  Mount  of 
God,  when  he  obey’d  his  Voice,  and  put  off  his 
Shoes  ;  do  thou  obey,  if  it  be  to  the  putting 
away  of  the  Glory  and  Wifdom  of  Egypt,  or 
Learning,  or  what  elfe  is  required  of  thee  ;  Oh 
then  thou  art  in  the  Way  to  further  Service, 
and  wilt  be  enabled,  as  thou  continues  faithful, 
to  go  through  all  to  God’s  Glory,  and  thy  un- 
fpeakable  Peace  in  the  End. 


Now 
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Now  as  to  the  laft  Part  of  the  Rapture  cf 
Vilion,  when  I  was  fwallowed  up  in  the  lumi¬ 
nous  Frefetice  of  him  that  is  JirJi  and  laft,  the 
Alpha  and  Omega,  I  heard  a  Voice,  very  intel- 
li^ihlc  to  that  Senfation  I  had  then  given  me, 
faying,  Do  ft  thou  fee  how  Pride  and  PVi eke  due  ft 
abound  in  the  Nation  f  I  anfwered  in  much  Fear, 
Lord,  I  do  fee  it  :  The  next  Words  which  I 
heard  in  the  V oice  and  in  the  Cloud  were, 
Lhe  People  are  too  many,  1  will  thin  them,  1  will 
thin  them,  I  will  thin  them.  I  de fired  of  the 
Lord  to  ffjew  me  whether  it  was  his  Mind  I 
fliould  publifh  this  in  any  Part  of  the  Nation  ? 
The  South  was  fet  before  me,  with  this  Caution, 
Where  this  is  opened  to  thee  in  my  Power,  there 
[peak  of  it,  and  not  otherwije.  I  gave  up  to 
aniwer  the  heavenly  Vifion,  and  vifited  mofi: 
Parts  of  the  fouthern  Counties,  as  alfo  the 
northern  Parts,  and  Scotland ;  and  where  the 
3-ord  opened  my  Mouth  to  fpeak  of  what  I  had 
heard,  as  before,  by  way  of  Prophecy,  I  gave 
up,  but  did  not  fo  much  infift  upon  that  Matter, 
as  to  fuffer  it  to  be  a  Means  to  miflead  me  from 
that  Work  of  the  Minifiry  I  was  chiefly  con¬ 
cerned  in.  I  would  that  ail,  who  are  concerned 
in  the  like  manner,  may  be  cautious  in  this 
great  Affair,  and  look  well  to  the  Rife  and 
Ori  ginal  from  whence  they  receive  this  Gift, 
and  how  ;  and  alfo  what  Frame  of  Mind  they 
are  in,  and  that  nothing  of  the  V/armth  of  their 
own  Spirits  be  fet  to  work  or  ftirred  up,  either 
by  Sight  of  the  Eye,  hearing,  or  reading  out¬ 
wardly,  but  that  the  Mind  may  be  redeemed 
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from  all  Workings,  from  thefe  and  the  like 
Grounds,  and  purely  purged,  and  truly  adapted 
or  fitted  to  receive  this  Gift  or  Spirit  of  Pro¬ 
phecy  ;  and  alfo  befure  to  be  very  careful  to 
be  guidable  in  the  Gift,  or  otherwife  thou  mayft 
mils,  as  to  Time  and  Place,  &c.  I  intend  not  to 
dwell  long  upon  it,  as  there  are  other  Serv,ices 
included  in  this  of  Prophecy,  as  Edification  and 
Comfort,  &c.  but  what  I  have  been  upon  relates 
to  joretelUng  jomething  that  is  to  come  ;  and,  as 
once  a  worthy  Elder  faid  to  me  when  I  was 
young  in  the  Miniftry,  It  is  a  great  Thing  to 
know  what,  where  and  when  ;  and  I  have  ever 
found  it  true  to  this  Day.  Learn  of  him  that 
is  (as  he  always  was)  meek  and  low  of  Heart, 
and  be  not  difcouraged,  but  perfevere  in  Faith 
and  Sincerity,  and  look  not  overmuch  at  the 
Difficulty,  but  look  over  all  to  him  who  hath 
called  thee,  and  in  fome  meafure  revealed  his 
Son  through  the  Spirit  in  th'ee  :  Although  I 
know  from  fome  Experience,  what  it  is  to  be 
exercifed  in  the  matter  of  Prophecy,  for  in  the 
Journey  touched  of  before,  I  was  concerned  to 
tell  Friends  at  Kilmoiick  in  Scotland  efpecially. 
That  the  Lord  would  take  snany  of  them  away  : 
Which  in  a  fhort  Time  came  to  pafs,  for  many 
died  before  that  Time  Twelve- month,  it  being 
a  Time  of  Scarcity  of  Corn  ;  and  it  was  thought 
many  died  for  Want  of  Bread,  the  Year  enfuing 
my  being  there  :  I  had  good  Service'  for  the 
Lord,  and  great  Satisfadfion  in  thefe  my  long 
Travels,  as  I  had  in  the  like  before,  in  divers  of 
which  there  were  fome  convinced  of  Truth. 


II 


At 


At  Cromer  in  Norjolk,  one  Elizabeth  Herry, 
when  my  Mouth  was  opened,  defpifed  my 
Youth,  as  fhe  confefs’d  afterwards  ;  but  what 
I  had  to  fay  fo  reached  her  Condition,  that 
file  (lied  many  Tears  upon  her  fine  Silks,  and 
confefs  d,  before  the  Meeting  broke  up,  that 
all  might  hear,  in  thefe  Words,  Ml  that  ever 
.1  have  done  hath  been  told  me  this  E)ay^  and 
tins  is  the  everlafting  Truth.  And  as  1  pafled 
along  from  that  Meeting,  not  far  from  Cromer, 
with  fome  other  Friends,  it  rofe  in  mv  Heart 
‘  fo  fay  aloud,  that  a  Man  who  was  wateritfg 
his  Horfe  might  hear,  looking,  and  pointing- 
my  Hand  towards  him.  That  Man  will  be  a 
Friend  before  he  dies  ;  and,  as  he  own’d  after, 
he  was  fo  firuck  with  it,  that  he  had  no  Reft 
till  he  came  among  Friends,  thcugh  he  was 
then  afar  cfi',  but  he  came  to  be  a  ferviceable 
JMan  among  us,  and  his  Wife  w^as  alfo  conr 
vinccd  of  the  Truth,  and  was  a  ferviceable 
Woman.  Samuel  Hunt  of  Nottingham,  was 
firft  reached  at  Leice/ier  by  the  Teftimony  I 
had  given  me  to  bear  in  that  Meeting  at  that 
1  ime,  as  he  acknowledged  afterwards  ;  but 
I  always  gave  God  the  Glory,  and  laid  the 
Creature  as  in  the  Duft,  that  Man,  as  Man, 
might  not  be  too  much  accounted  of. 

After  my  being  caught  up,  and  hearing  the 
Voice  (as  before  mention’d)  I  had  many  deep 
and  heavenly  Openings,  fome  of  which  it.  may 
not  be  emits  to  mention  here,  inafmuch  as  I 
had  now  a  mpre  clear  Sight  into  a  tranfiated 
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^tate  than  ever  I  had  before  ;  t  cdme,  through 
a  divine  Senfe  and  Participation,  to  have  great 
Sympathy  and  dear  Unity,  not  only  with  the 
ever  memorable  'Enochs  whdfe  Walking  was 
fuch  as  the  Lord  gave  Teftimony  or  Witnefs  to, 
that  he  pleafed  him  t  The  Ground  of  which 
W  itnefs  was  from  hence,  he  lived  hear  aiid 
loved  God,  and  walked  in  the  Ways  of  Virtue, 
and  abhorred  Vice  :  But  alfo  with  the  Apoftle, 
having  this  Seal,  that  God  khowetb  who  are  his  t 
And  with  fome  other  of  the  Servants  of  Chrift  in 
former  Ages  who  could  fay,  as  fome  now  can  fay, 
(from  true  Experience)  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
bearetb  Witnefs  with  oiir  Spirits^  that  We  are  hiSy 
to  wit,  the  Lord's  Children,  jo  loiig  as  We  do  well ; 
which  laft  Words  are  of  large  Extent,  to  do 
well,  think  well,  Jpeak  well,  and  believe  well ; 
for  he  that  hath  no  Faith,  or  that  believes 
ill,  cannot  do  well  *  he  that  eats,  drinks,  or 
wears  that  which  he  knows  he  oug-ht  nor, 
doth  not  well  ;  but  what  is  done  well,  is  done 
in  a  pure  Mind  and  clean  Confcience,  for  fo 
is  true  Faith  held,  and  all  acceptable  Work  to 
God  performed.  I  had  great  Openings  into 
the  Removal  of  Mcfes,  and  taking  up  of  Elijah, 
that  great  and  worthy  Prophet,  from  the  Earth 
into  Heaven,  and  I  have  feen  Things  not  fit  to 
be  uttered,  neither  can  the  World  yet  believe 
them  ;  and  1  faw  far  into  the  Myftery  of  the 
T.ransfiguration  of  Chrijl,  and  Appearance  of 
Mofes  and  Elias  with  him  upon  the  Mount  ; 
and  the  Voice  which  was  heard  from  the 
excellent  Glory,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear 
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hm;  not  Mofes  nor  Elias  in  Comparifon  of 
him  for  the  Law  pointed  to  him,  and  was  as 
a  school -mafter  to  bring- to  him.  The  holy 
Prophets^  forelaw,  and  prophefied  of  his  Com¬ 
ing,^  and  John  the  Baptift  faw  Chriff,  and 
bapnzed  him  and  bore  Witnefs  of  him  as  the 
Light,  and  faid,  -Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that 
taae.h  a,my  the  Stn  f  the  World  ;  he  alio  faid, 
^ie  is  the  Bridegroom  that  hath  the  Bride  ft  he 
^^.urci  ,)  he  fpoke  of  his  own  Decreafe  and 

LnwortPinels  in  comparifon  of  Chriff,  though 

called  by  Chnft  himfelf,  ^ 

as ^'os  ever  born  oj  a  Woman,  and  he  was  alfo 
called  Ehas,  which  muft  firll  come,  and  is 
^Iready  come  in  refpedt  of  Power,  Knowledge, 
Boldnels  and  Faithfulnefs  ;  he  was  as  Elias 
yet  the  lea  ft  m  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift  was  greater 
trail  he,  becanfe  the  Power  and  glorious  King¬ 
dom  and  Gofpel  -  difpenfation  was  not  fully 
brought  in  (and  reflored  to  Ifrael,  or  thofe  who 
fhould  believe  in  him)  until  h\s  Jfcenfion but 
now  thefe  great  Agents  in  thefe  foregoing  Difpcn- 
fations  all  paffed  away,  with  their  figurative 
prophetical  and  elementary  Difpenfations,  and 
gave  Place  to  the  Son  and  Heir  of  all  Things, 
■thcMeftiah,  tht  great  Prophet,  Bi/hop,  Shepherd, 
K.i77g  and  Law-giver. 

Nou'  read  thefe  Things,  and  learn  truly  to 
underhand  haw  Mo/es  paft  away,  and  Elias  paft 
away,  and  Chrift  is  left,  who  is  able  alone  to 
perfedl  the  Woik  of  Man’s  Redemption,  who 
trod  the  Wine-prefs  alone,  and  amongft  all  the 
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Sons  of  Men,  none  were  with  him  or  helped 
him  ;  he  came  who  was  the  Antitype  of  all  Types 
gone  before  :  He,  Chri/i,  is  come  to  remove  the 
Covenant  made  before,  becaufe  of  the  Weaknels 
and  Imperfedtion  thereof  ;  which  Covenant 
made  not  the  Comen  thereto  perfedi,  but  the  better 
Hope  brought  in  by  Chrid,  did  :  So  this  Covenant 
is  abundantly  more  excellent  which  was  brought 
in  by  Chrift,  and  fettled  and  eftablifhed  upon 
better  Promifes  than  that  was  or  could  be,  by 
the  Blood  of  Bulls,  Goats,  and  the  AfJees  cj  an 
Heifer,  which  reached  the  Outfide  only  ;  but 
in  the  fecond  or  new  Covenant,  there  is  the 
Blood  'which  fprinkleth  the  Heart  from  an  evil 
Confcience,  lo  that  fuch  may  be  fitted  and  quali¬ 
fied  to  ferve  the  living  God,  not  in  the  Works 
of  the  old  Covenant,  but  in  the  Neimiefs  of  the  holy 
spirit  :  This  is  he  that,  as  to  his  Divinity  and 
Eternity,  was  before  the  Hills  'were  fettled,  and 
the  Seas  and  Fountains  'were  made,  that  took 
Delight  to  divell  'with  the  Sons  of  Men,  or  in  the 
habitable  Parts  of  the.  'Earth  ;  as  he  was  a  Spirit, 
or  Word  uncieated,  he  dwelt  meafurably  in 
Abel,  Seth,  Enoch,  and  Pdoah  before  the  Eiood  , 
for  by  his  Spirit  God  ftrove  with  the  old  World 
to  reclaim  them  from  their  Wickednefs,  when 
it  was  great  ;  it  w'as  by  this  Spirit  Noah  was 
made  a  Preacher  of  Righteoujnefs,  and  inftrudied 
how  to  build  the  Ark  ;  this  is  he  w’ho  v/as  with 
Shem  anrj  Japheth,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  Jacob,  and 
Jofeph,  and  all  the  faithful  Fathers  after  the 
Flood,  the  Foundation  of  all  the  Righteous, 
Proph/ets,  Apofiles,  and  Martyrs,  fuch  as  loved 
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and  believed  in  him,  and  fufFered  for  his  Name’s 
Sake,  and  the  Teftimony  which  they  held. 
This  is  he  that  defpifed  the  Glory  of  this  World, 
and  is  lifted  up  as  a  Standard  to  the  People,  and 
an  Enfign  to  the  Natioits  ;  unto  him  fsall  the 
Gentiles  feek,  and  his  Red  Jloall  be  glorious  ;  he 
hath  lifted  up  a  greater  Rod  than  that  of  Mojes^ 
fometimes  called  the  Rod  of  Iron,  by  which  he 
hath,  and  I  believe  will  break  to  pieces  many 
People  as  a  -  Potter  s  Vejfel,  when  the  Sin  and 
Iniquity  of  the  People  is  come  to  the  height  ; 
it  was  he  that  turned  the  Waters  of  Egypt  into 
Blood  ;  it  was  he  that  few  the  Firft  -  born 
throughout  all  the  Land  of  Egypt  ;  he  overthrew 
the  Egyptians,  and  brought  forth  Ifracl  by  a  ftrong 
Hand,  and  an  outflretched  Arm.  After  he  had 
marked  the  Dwellings  of  his  People,  and  fpared 
them  in  the  Time  of  this  great  Slaughter,  which 
was  executed  both  upon  Man  and  Beah,  to  wit, 
t\\Q.Firfl-born  in  Egypt,  then  he  became  Ifrael'% 
Paffover.  Read  thefe  Things  (that  were  typi¬ 
cally  done,  and  in  an  outward  Way)  inwardly, 
and  in  thine  own  Experience,^'  that  thou  mayft 
fay,  and  that  truly,  Chrifl  is  my  Paffover,  after 
he  hath  mitigated  thy  fore  Bondage,  aud  in  de¬ 
gree  hath  given  thee  Faith  in  his'  great  Name, 
and  hath  caufed  thee  to  love  him,  and  made 
thee  willing  to  follow  him,  although  it  be 
through  the  Sea  of  Troubles,  and  fomtftimes  as 
through  the  Wildernefs.  Here  is  an  eating  of 
the  heavenly  Pafover,  or  Pafchal  Lamb,  under 
the  Influence  of  the  pure  Love  of  God,  that  is 
fpiead  or  difplayed  over  the  Soul  like  a  Canopy, 
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or  Banner :  Here  is  the  heavenly  Manna,  the 
true  Body  to  feed  on,  that  yields  true  Nourifh- 
rnent  and  (olid  Comfort  to  thy  Soul,  in  this  thy 
Travel  towards  the  heavenly  Country  :  Here  is 
the  Subftance  of  .the  Scape  Goat  known,  that 
beareth  away  the  Sins  of  the  People,  for  he  bore 
oar  Iniquities,  and  through  his  Stripes  we  were 
healed  ;  on  his  Part  there  wants  nothing,  but 
on  Man’s,  Faith  in,  and  Obedience  to  Chrift  : 
He  is  the  Subftance  or  Antitype  of  the  brazen 
Serpent,  which  was  lifted  up  in  the  VVildernefs 
to  cure  the  People's  Ailments,  occafioned  by  the 
Serpents  ;  he  is  the  Advocate  with  the  Father, 
as  John  faid,  to  encourage  little  Children  in 
that  Time,  which  I  think  may  very  well  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  all  in  that  State  until  Time  here  fliail 
he  no  more.  Happy  is  every  one  that  heareth, 
obeyeth,  and  reverenceth  the  Son  and  Heir  of 
all  Things,  in  his  fpiritual  Appearance,..,in.;.the 
Heart,  'where  he  Ipcaks  to  the  CondiiionS‘h^|M|5, 
Children  of  Men,  as  ?iever  Man  [poke,  an3S^ 
much  better  Purpofe  than  ever  Man  could  do  • 
This  is  he  that  [poke  to  the  Fathers  by  the  Pro¬ 
phets,  who  in  theje  limes  doth  [peak  to  us  in  or 
by  his  Spirit  ;  fo  take  heed  to  his  fpiritual  Ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  Heart,  for  there  muft  the  Work 
of  our  Salvation  be  perfeded,  after  Sin  is  purged 
out,  and  the  Guilt  thereof  taken  away  ;  to  fuch 
Death  is  eafy,  where  Sin,  the  Sting  of  Death, 
is  taken  away,  having  a  Part  in  Chrift,  the  Firft- 
horn  of  many  Brethren,  and  RefurreBion  from 
.the  Dead  ;  I  fay,  having  a  Part  in  him  that  is 
the  RefurrcBign  indeed,  and  the  Life  j  over  fuch 
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the  jecond  Death  (which  is  a  perpetual  Separation 
from  the  heavenly  Prefence  cf  God,  and  Com¬ 
pany  of  holy  Angels)  Ihall  have  no  Power.  1 
now  leave,  I  think,  this  not  unprofitable  Di- 
greffion,  and  return  to  the  more  hiftorical  Part, 
where  one  Thing,  I  think,  is  worthy  of  infert- 
ing  here,  viz. 

In  my  young  Years  I  was  very  much  afflided 
in  my  Travels,  upon  taking  Cold,  with  a  fore 
*Ibroat,  that  J  could  fcarce  fpeak  fo  as  to  be 
heard,  and  had  much  Trouble  at  times  to  Iwal- 
low  any  Thing  which  Nature  did  require  ;  and 
in  one  Journey  nmthward,  in  Truth’s  Service, 
coming  to  Hawekjhead,  and  fitting  in  the  Meet¬ 
ing  under  no  (mail  Exercife  with  the  Trouble 
aforefaid,  not  without  fome  Reafonings  and 
Conflids  of  Spirit,  having  left  all,  as  I  believed, 
to  do  what  the  Lord  required  of  rne,  and  yet  I 
apprehended  myfelf,  by  means  of  this  AfSidi- 
on,  not  likely  to  be  of  any  Service  ;  and  after 
fome  Reafonings,  and  a  feivent  feeking  to  the 
Lord  to  know  the  Caufe  of  this  great  Trouble, 
and  withal  to  bring  my  Mind  to  a  true  Refigna- 
tion  to  the  Will  of  God  in  this,  and  in  all  the 
Trials  the  Lord  might  fee  good  in  his  Wifdotn 
to  exercife  rne  in  ;  I  had  not  been  long  brought 
into  this  devoted  and  refigned  State  to  be  and  do 
what  the  Lord  would  have  me  do,  but  oh  !  I  felt 
of  the  Virtue  of  Chrift  as  a  fweet  and  llvin? 

O 

Spring,  by  which  I  was  healed  ;  I  was,  and  am 
to  this  Day  (when  I  remember  the  Lord’s  kind 
Dealings  with  me)  very  thankful  to  him. 

It 
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it  hath  been  frequently  obfervable,  that  iht 
Lord  leads  his  Servants  through  many  StateSj 
that  they,  having  the  Experience  thereof,  may 
be  the  more  capable  of  helping  others  in  the 
like  Straits  ;  it  is  an  excellent  Thing  to  love  and 
truly  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  keep  Self  down 
as  in  the  Dull  for  ever. 
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ACCOUNT  of  my  firft  Vifit 
to  Friends  in  America. 

O  W  the  Time  came  on  for  my  going 
into  America^  having  had  a  Sight  of  it 
about  ten  Years  before  ;  I  alfo  acquainted  my 
Wife  therewith  about  a  Y'ear  before  fils  died, 
and  I  found  it  was  likely  to  be  a  very  near  Trial 
to  her  ;  fhe  wa^s  a  virtuous  good  Woman,  but 
was  taken  away,  ‘and  left  me  three  fmall  Child¬ 
ren,  the  eldell  not  above  four  Years  oldj  the 
youngsit  not  much  above  one  Month  old,  and 
I  having  but  little  of  this  World,  reafoned  much 
about  going,  thinking  my  Circumfiances  at 
prefent  ntight  excufe  me  ;  my  Intentions  Were 
good  in  it,  that  I  might  not  leave  Things 
any  way  to  the  Difhonour  of  the  Truth  t  My 
innocent  young  Child  was  taken  away  when 
about  a  Year  old  ;  and  foon  after,  where  ever  I- 
went,  while  I  was  awake,  it  founded  in  my 
Ea'-s  feveral  Days  and  Nights,  l>Jow  is  the 
Now  is  the  Time.  My  other  two  Children,  Pro- 
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vidence  fo  order’^d  it,  that  they  wefe  placed  to 
mine  and  Friends  Satisfadion  :  I  went  through 
many  Provings  that  no  Man  knew  pt,  but  I 
believe,  when  I  am  gathered  to  my  Place,  I  (hall 
leave  many  Brethren  behind  me  yet  in  Mutabi- 
hty,  that  will  read  my  Lines  in  their  own 
Experience.  I  would  not  have  any  to.mifunder- 
^nd  me,  for  as  to  my  outward  Circumftances, 
I  left  no  Debt,  'neither  was  I  in  a  way  of  going 
backward  in  the  World  j  for  ever  after  I  re¬ 
ceived  the  Knowledge  of  the  Truth,  I  could 
not  fee  what  Pretence  I  could  have  to  Religion 
if  any  fliould  lofc  by  me  I  have  often  faid| 
and  been  hearty  in  my  Intentions,  That  rather 
than  Truth' J}:G7ild  fujf’er  on  that  f core,  1  ivould 
tive  upon  Bread  and  Me  ater,  and  wear  very  mean 
Cdoaths,  and  work  very  hard  if  1  were  able,  and 
upon  any  meati,  if  but  lawful  Calling.  It  hath 
been  matter  of  Wonder  to  me,  how  any  that 
appear  to  carry  any  Pretenfions  to  Religion,- 
dare  run  fuch  great  Ventures,  fometimes  beyond 
their  own  Bottoms  or  Abilities  ;  which  to  me 
hath  always  appeared  an  unwarrantable  Rifque  ; 
and,  as  I  apprehend.  Pride  and  Oftentation  is 
much  the  Occafion  of  it,  which  are  much 
againft  Truth,  and  Men  are  no  better  for  their 
Greatnefs,  for  the  more  plain,  and  the  more  hum¬ 
ble  we  are,  the  more  we  refemble  humble  Jefus, 
and  his  Religion,  which  he  laboured  to  inculcate. 

If  any  are  lifted  up,  or  afpire  above  their  Place, 
let  them  confider  well  the  foregoing  Paragraph. 


Now 


Now  I  mufl;  leave  my  little  Children,  and 
my  very  near  Friends,  and  my  native  Country, 
and  all  for  Chrift  and  the  Gotpel’s  Sake,  without 
any  finifter  End  or  View  ;  and  then  I  appealed 
to  the'  Lord,  in  the  S.implicity  of  my  Heart, 
That  he  knew  I  was  willing  to  be  at  his  Difpofal, 
and  what  he  had  favoured  me  with,  1  could  leave 
to  him  ;  yet  whether  what  I  had  was  fufficient 
to  defray  mine- and  my  two  little  ones  neceffary 
Charges,  was  fomewhat  in  my  Way  ;  and  to 
fatisfy  me  in  this  Doubt,  the  Lord’s  Voice 
founded  exceeding  clear  to  that  Senfation  I  was 
then  endued  with,  faying.  Go  and  be  faithful^ 
and  I  will  blefs  thee  every  IV ay.  Oh  !  my  Heart 
feemed  to  me' to  melt,  and  my  Spirit  to  diffoive 
within  me,  and  I  faid,  Good  is  the  Word  of  the 
Lord,  thou  haft  not  failed  me  in  any  of  my  great 
Straits  and  Trials  to  this  Day  ;  1  have  great 

Caufe  to  tru(l  in  thee  :  Rettowned  be  thy  moft 
excellent  Name,  now  and  for  ever.  ■ 

I  parted  with  my  Friends  with  much  broken- 
nefs  of  Heart,  and  fet  forwards  on  my  Journey 
towards  London,  in  order  to  take  flapping  there, 
the  1  ith  of  the  Eighth  Month  1700  ;  and 
when  I,  with  my  Companions  Thomas  Thornp- 
Jon,  fofiah  Langdale,  and  fobn  Eftaugh,  with 
fome  other  Friends,  went  on  board  a  Ship  in 
the  River  Tha^nes,  we  had  not  been  long  there, 
and  having  confidered  our  Freedom  about  going 
in  the  Ship,  it  opened  clearly  in  my  Mind,  in 
the  Light,  That  I  muft  not  go  in  that  Vefel  j  and 
I  faid  to  the  Friends,  I  could  not  go  in  her,  for  1 
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Jaw  nothing  but  Death  and  Darkmfs  there.  The 
Account  of  what  afterwards  happened  to  the 
Ship  I  had  from  two  particular  Friends,  in 
tvvo  feveral  Letters  from  London  into  America^ 
wherein  they  exprefs'd  a  Thankfulnefs  for  our 
Deliverance,  and  magnified  that  Hand  which 
wrought  it,^  and  preferved  us  from  going  in  that 
Ship,  which  was  loft  near  the  Iflands  of  either 
jerfey  or  Guerfijey^  and,  as  it  was  faid,  about 
leventy  People  were  drowned. 

Peradventure  I  may  mention  fome  Things 
that  may  appear  to  be  of  but  little  Moment,  but 
I  have  feen  a  Divine  Providence  attend  terrene 
Affairs,  altho’  they  may  appear  of  little  Confe- 
quence  to  fome  ;  fuch  as  do  not  duly  confider 
thefe  Things,  may  make  a  vi'rong  Application, 
and  as  the  courle  of  my  Travels  hath  afforded 
variety  of  Trials  and  Tranfadfions,  which  are 
in^  fome  Things  vei-y  particular,  from  whence 
arifeth  variety  of  Accounts,  fo  there  hath  been  a 
Willingnefs  in  my  Mind  to  favour  fome  who, 
have  been  defirous  of  having  me  to  leave  a 
Journal  of  my  Life,  which  I  have  complied 

with,  as  far  as  I  can  fee  my  Way  clear  in  the 
Truth,  '  ^  . 

Then  we  went  on  board  of  another  Ship 
called  the  Arundel,  Spknden  Rand  Mafter,  in 
W'hiph  we  embarqued  the  jyth  of  the  Ninth 
Month,  1700,  and  after  many  Storms,  and 
much  Sea-ficknefs,  not  without  fome  Conflids 
t)f  Spirit,  more  than  I  am  free  to  exprefs,  and  a 

long 


long  Paffage,  being  near  fixteen  Weeks  upon 
the  Sea,  we  arrived  in  the  River  Patuxent  in 
Marylar^d,  as  near  as  I  remember,  the  5th  or 
6th  of  the  Firft  Month,  1701,  and  my  Heart 
was  glad,  and  filled  with  Acknowledgments  and 
Prailes  to  the  Lord,  for  bringing  us  fafe  over  the 
mighty  Waters.. 

Now  we  left  the  Ship  and  Mafter,  who  was 
but  a  churlifh,  ill-natur’d  Man.  I  was  very 
weak  and  low  when  I  landed,  both  in  Body  and 
Mind,  but  the  Lord  helped  me,  and  made  my 
Journey  and  Labours  comfortable  to  many,  as 
well  as  to  my  own  Soul.  After  the  firft  or  lecond 
Meeting  we  were  at,  John  Eflaugh  being  now 
my  Companion,  as  we  came  near  a  great  Houfe 
in  Maryland,  I  efpied  a  little  white  Horfe,  the 
Sight  of  which  put  me  in  mind  of  a  Dream  I 
had  on  board  the  Ship  before  I, landed,  in  which 
I  thought  I  got^  a  little  white  Horfe  which  carried 
me  well,  and  many  Miles  ;  I  faid  to  Friends  with 
me.  Let  us  call  here  at  this  Houfe,  which  we 
did,  and  upon  Enquiry  about  a  Horfe,  the 
Man  faid.  He  had  none  but  a  little  white  youn'r 
Galloway,  as  he  called  it,  which  he  was  willing 
to  Jill,  and  withal  told  us,  it  carried  him  one 
Day  forty  Miles,  and  aOced  8/.  fterling  for  if 
and  I  bad  him  5/.  fterling  ;  the  Man’s  Wife 
coming  up  the  Paffage,  heard  what  I  had  offered, 
and  fhe  faid  to  her  Hufband,  It  is  enough  :  So  I 
had  him,  and  a  good  Harfe  he  proved,  and 
carried  me,  by  a  moderate  Computation,  4000 
jVliles,  I  took  this,  according  to  the  nature  of 
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it,  to  be  a  fingular  Favour  from  that  great  Hand 

which  led  me  forth,  and  hitherto  hath  preferved 

me  in  the  Land  of  the  Living,  to  praifc  his  ever 
worthy  Name. 

Now  we  fet  forward  towards  Virginia  and  ' 
North-Carolma,  and  found  great  Opennefs  in 
thefe  two  Provinces  amongft  the  People  and  a 
tender-hearted  Remnant  of  Friends  fcattered 
abroad  in  thefe  wildernefs  Countries  :  Although, 
as  I  faid  before,  I  was  brought  very  low,  yet  the 
Lord,  in  whom. I  did,,  and  yet  do  believe  and 
put  my  Truft,  raifed  me,  and  filled  many  times 
my  Heart  with  his  Word  and  Teftimony,  fo 
that  fometimes  it  went  forth  as  a  Flame  of  Fire 
amongft  the  loofe  Libertines,  who  were  proud 
and  unfaithful,  yet  PiefelTors  of  the  Truth  ,  and 
we  had  many  large  and  good  Meetings.  One 
Thing  is  worthy  of  Notice  ;  as  I  was  fpeaking 
in  a  Meeting  in  Virginia,  a  fudden  Stop  came 
upon  me,  and  occalioned  me  to  lay,  I  cannot  go 
forward,  whatfoever  the  mfter  may  be,  I  know 
not  ;  but  giving  over  immediately,  a  Friend, 
whole  Name  was  Edward  Thomas,  began  to 
preach,  who  was  but  young  in  the  Miniftry, 
altho’ an  elderly  Man,  and  apt  to  be  attended 
with  Reafonings ;  but,  as  he  faid  after  the  Meet- 
ing,  he  had  fughot  to  the  Lord  with  Erayers,  that 
he  'Would  con  defend  jo  far  to  his  Requeji,  \s  to 
give  me  a  Senji  of  Jotm,  and  in  fo  doing  he  would 
tatie  that  as  a  great  Strength  and  Conjirmatioii 
to  his  Miniftry,  •  in  this  the  Day  of  his  many 
Exercifes  and  great  fears  ;  or  much  to  the  fame 
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Effedl.  Thus  we  fee  the  Lord  in  his  great 
Mercy  condefcends  to  the  low,  weak,  and,  as  it 
were,  infant  States  of  his  Children,  like  a  tender 
Father,  and  being  our  heavenly  High-prieft,  is 
touched  with  the  Feeling  of  the  Infirmities  of 
his  People  ;  Thankfgiving  and  Honour  be  given 
to  his  moft  excellent  Name,  now  and  for  ever. 

I  I 

_  * 

During  our  Stay  in  Virginia,  one  remarkable 

PalTage  occur’d,  which  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
infert  here,  and  the  cafe  was  thus  :  I  being  at 
a  Friend’s  Houfe,  an  ancient  Widow,  in  order 
to  go  to  the  Meeting,  obferved  as  I  fate  in  the 
Houfe,  feveral  Perlons  of  Note  come  into  the 
Yard  (a  Store  -  houfe  being  near)  to  make,  as . 
appear’d  afterwards,  a  Seizure  for  Rates  for  the 
Government  and  Prieft  ;  they  not  being  diftihaiy 
charged,  but  a  mixed  Rate,  occafions  Friends  in 
thole  Parts  to  be  ftraitned  about  the  Payment  of 
them  :  I  obferving  the  Prieft  to  be  there,  and  ap¬ 
pear  very  bufy,  afked,  PVhaf  he  was  come  about  ? 
The  Friend  replied,  I'hey  were  come  to  make  Dif- 
trefs  for^  the  40  lb.  per  Poll,  as  they  phrafe  it, 
which  is  40  Pounds  of  Tobacco,  payable  for 
every  taxable  Head,  (i.  e.  all  above  fixteen  Years 
old.)  There  were  along,  with  the  Prieft  the 
Sheriff  and  Conftable  for  the  Government,  and 
divers  Merchants  of  note  as  Spedlators  :  I  under- 
ftanding  the  Reafon  of  their  coming,  ftept  out 
to  the  Prieft,  who  feemed  a  topping  briflc  Man, 
his  Temper  in  this  cafe  not  unfuicable  to  his 
Name,  which  was  Sharp  •  and  being  come  to 
him,  I  defiled  him  To  be  careful  how  he  devour’d 
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Widows  Houfes  ;  he  brifkly  replied,  He 'did  noi  j 
to  which  I  as  clofely  returned,  Ihat  I  found  he 
dtd.  He  denied  my  Affertion,  and  faid,  ■  The 
Government  gave  him  what  he  demanded  and 
took  ;  to  which  1  gav6  the  following  Anfwer  : 
Inajmuch  as  he  dtd  twt  any  thing  for  the  W idow^ 
jor  which  he  reajbnably  might  require  a  Reward,  I 
believed  the  Government  would  not  infift  upon  it  for 
him,  ij  he  would  be  willing  to  drop  it,  which  in 
common  Equity  1  thought  he  Jhould.  The  Prieft, 
difpleafed  with  this  modeft  Reply,  tartly  an- 
fwer’d,  Ton  are  no  Chriftians.  I  told  him,  Ehe 
Charge  was  high,  and  falje,  and  he  might  more 
eafily  ajfirm  than  prove  it ;  wherefore  I  put 
the  Queftion  and  afked  him.  Why  we  were  fo 
charged  by  him  f  To  which  he  returned  this  in- 
hgnificant  Anfwer,  Ehat  we  denied  Part  of  the 
Divinity  of  Chtift.  I  told  him,  He  was  a  Novice, 
and  receded  in  his  Opinion  from  moft  'of  his  Bre~ 
thren,  feeing  it  was  a  general  Refedlion  ea/i  on  us 
by  moji  of  his  Fraternity,  Fhat  we  owned  the 
Divinity  of  Chrift,  but  deny'd  his  Manhood, 
which  was  falje  alfo  ;  therefore  I  demanded  cf 
him,  to  prove  what  Part  of  the  Divinity  of 
Ch  rift  we  denied  ;  in  which  if  he  failed,  I  fmdd 
look  upon  him  as  a  falfe  Accufer,  and  thofe  prefent 
would,  1  hoped,  be  my  Witnefes  :  But  he  fliufiled, 
and  declined  anfwering,  though  I  urged  him  as 
much  as  poffible  ;  and  to  cut  the  matter  off,  he 
afked.  Whence  I  came  ?  The  Sheriff  bid  him 
give  me  a  Verfe  in  Greek  ;  I  told  them,  I  mat^ 
tered  not  meddling  in  that,  for  as  the  Englifli 
longue  was  beft  underjtood  by  thofe  prefent,  there^ 
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fore  1  thought  it  would  be  left  to  keep  to  it.  I  told 
him,  1  was  of  Old  England  j  but  ftill  reminded 
him  of  his  proving  his  Affertion,  which  I  looked 
for  from  him  ;  but  inftead  of  that,  he  afked. 
What  Part  of  Old  England  1  came  from  ?  I  told 
him  Tbrkfhire  ;  and  bid  him  produce  his  Proofs, 
as  before  urged,  but  he  ftill  evading  the  Matter, 
defired  to  know  from  what  Place  f  I  told  him 
J  was  born  at  North  Cave  j  Andy  faid  he,  /  was 
born  at  South  Cave,  and  my  Father  was  Minifter 
there  many  Tears,  his  Name  was  Sharp,  and  there 
is  but  a  Mile  difference  betwixt  thofe  Places  :  I 
faid.  It  was  a  lo?2g  one.  No  fooner  was  this 
over,  but  the  Pricft,  tranfported  with  my  being 
his  Countryman,  began  hugging  me  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  I  was  quite  afhamed  of  him  i 
When  I  had,  not  without  fome  Difficulty,  got 
clear  of  his  Embraces,  I  afked  him,  If  he  ejieern^ 

'  ed  him/elf  a  Minifer  oj  Chrifl  ?  He  anfwered, 
Tea,  and  lawfully  called  thereto  j  I  told  him.  If 
he  was  a  Gofpel-Minifier,  as  the  Gofpel  was  free, 
fo  jhould  his  Miniftry  be  free  j  and  turning  to 
the  People  there  prefent,  I  told  them,  I  would 
not  have  them  deceived,  for  they  might  itnderftand 
he  only  poffeffed  hts  Place  by  Virtue  of  a  Law  in 
that  Cafe  provided,  and  his  Call  and  Ordination 
was  only  fuch  as  had  been  transferred  upon  him  for 
a  Fee,  which  made  him  require  Pay  for  what 
he  did,  and  indeed  where  he  did  nothing,  which. 
was  highly  unfair',  wherefore  they' might  upon 
Confideration  find  he  was  but  a  Minifter  of  the 
Letter,  which  was  dead,  and  not  a  Minifter  of 
■the  Spirit  and  divine  Power  ;  From  which  he 
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offered  not  to  clear  himfelf,  though  I  urged  him 
thereto.  Then  I  alked  him,  Which  oj  thoje  odious 
Charaderifticks  the  falfe  Minifters  were  branded 
with,  and  deciphered  by  in  the  New-Te ft  ament,  he 
copild  clear  himfelf  of^  which  I  then  enumerated 
to  him.  The  Sheriff  faid,  It  was  fo  ;  and  withal 
faid,  Mr,  Sharp,  anjwer  the  Man,  Jor  the  ^lej- 
tion  IS  very  rational,  and  yon  ought  to  anjwer 
him,  and  Jor  Honour- fake  clear  yourfelj  of  tkofe 
Odiums  if  you  can.  But  he  would  not  offer  to 
meddle  with  it  ;  wherefore  I  told  him,  To  mind 
for  the  future,  not  to  charge  any  Man  or  People 
with  more  than  he  could  be  Jure  to  prove  ;  for  it 
was  highly  fcandalous.  It  being  now  Meeting¬ 
time,  I  afked  him  to  go  thither  ;  but  he  refufing, 
laid,  he  durft  not  ;  fo  we  parted. 

Having  vifited  Friends  here,  we  returned  back 
for  Maryland  and  Penfilvania,  and  a  great  many 
we  found  who  loved  to  hear  the  Teftimony  and 
Dcdrines  of  Truth,  but  two  few  there  were 
who  took  up  the  Crofs  daily,  and  followed 
Chriil;  in  the  way  of  Self-denial,  and  knew  the 
thorough  Work  of  Regeneration,  fo  as  to  have 
their  Garments  wafed  and  made  white  in  the 
niyltical  Blood  of  the  Lamb  :  Thefe  are  not  pol¬ 
luted  with  the  Sins  and  Iniquities  of  the  World, 
who  have  experienced  this  Blood  to  fprinkle 
the  Heart  from  an  evil  Confcience  :  Thefe  are 
capable  of  fcrving  the  living  God  ;  and  coming 
from  the  laver  or  Pool  that  truly  waflies,  there  is 
none  unfruitful,  but  every  one  bearing  twain,  and 
they  are  inwardly  clean  and  fruitful  to  God,  and 
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walk  with  him,  whofe  bright  and  fliining  Lives 
are  alfo  fruitful  to  the  World  that  will  receive 
them.  Read  this  thou  that  haft  known  fome- 
thing  of  the  Work  of  Converfion,  and  conftder 
the  great  Difference  there  is  between  the  bright 
Lives  of  the  Virtuous,  and  the  dull  and  cloudy 
Lives  of  the  Vicious,  and  befure  thou  look  well 
which  of  thefe  thou  moft  refembleft  in  thine. 

Now  when  we  came  into  Penfilvania,  my 
Companion  before  mentioned,  whom  I  loved 
well,  told  me  He  muji  go  back  to  Virginia  ;  it 
became  an  Exercife  to  us  both,  for  I  could  not 
fee  my  Way  clear  to  go  back,  having  been  twice 
through  that'  Province.  When  no  other  Way 
appeared,  but' we  muft  part,  (for  my  Way  ap¬ 
peared  clear  for  the  Jerfeys,  Long-ljland,  Rhode-^ 
Jfland  and  New-England)  I  held  it  needful  that 
we  fliould,  as  we  did,  call  the  Friends  and 
Elders  of  Philadelphia  and  thereabouts  together, 
to  let  them  know  how  we  parted,  for  we 
parted  in  much  Love  and  Tender-heartednefs  ; 
yet  notwithftanding,  left  any  undue  Refledtions 
fliould  be  caft  upon  the  Friends  there  .concern¬ 
ing  us,  becaufe  of  our  parting,  I  thought  thefe 
Friends  would  be  capable  of  fetting  thofe  Things 
in  their  proper  Light;  being  Witneffes  thereto  j 
fo  taking  our  Leave  of  our  dear  Friends  in 
thefe  Parts,  I  travelled  without  any  Companion 
outwardly  or  conftantly  ;  but  I  fometimes  fell 
into  Company  with  Elizabeth  Webb  and  Sarah 
Clement,  who  were  virtuous  Women,  and  lived, 
near  the  Kingdom,  and  were  of  good  Service  in 
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their  Travels,  and  grew  in  Truth,  which  while 
witn  them  I  was  fcnfible  of  :  We  travelled 
under  gre^  Care  and  Circumfpedion,  both  for 
our  own  Good,  and  avoiding  Offence,  as  became 
our  Places,  and  holy  Profeffion,  that  in  all 
Things  we  might  adorn  the  Gofpel  of  the 
Kingdom,  a  Difpenfation  of  which  was  com- 
mitted  to  us  to  preach  unto  others.  Good  Service 
1  had  for  the  Lord,  and  great  Satisfadtion  in  mv 
own  Mind  in  thefe  Parts,  the  Lord  helping  me 
by  his  mighty  Power  through  all  my  Trials,  as 
my  Heart  and  Mind  was  devoted  and  refigned  to 
anfwer  his  Requirings. 

I  had  great  Openings  in  feveral  Places  in 
miv-England,  and  it  appeared  clear  to  me  and 
fometimes  I  fpoke  openly  of  it,  that  the  Lord 
would  gather  a  great  People  to  the  laving  Know- 
ledge  of  the  Truth  in  his  Time,  notwithflanding 
what  many  of  our  Friends  had  fuftered  for  the 
Name  of  the  Lord,  and  Teftimony  which  they 
held  in  thefe  Parts,  from  the  Predeceffors  of  the 
prefent  Inhabhants  :  The  View  of  the  State 
of  thefe  Things,  erpecially  the  great  Sufferings 
of^  many  of  our  faithful  Friends,  put  me  in 
mind  of  that  Saying,  l^hat  the  Blood  oj  the  Mar¬ 
tyrs  is  the  Seed  of  the  Church  ;  and  in  this  cafe 
1  believe  it  will  be  fulfilled  iq  its  Seafon,  ' 

One  Pafidge  happened,  which  I  think  not  fit 
to  pafs  over  in  filence  :  There  came  into  one 
Meeting,  eafivvard  in  New-  England,  a  Man, 
who  was  brother  to  a  Prefytcrlan  Prieft  to 
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oppofe  Friends,  (who,  as  Friends  faid,  had  been 
often  very  troublefome  in  that  Meeting)  in  the 
Beginning  of  the  Meeting  he  defired  to  have 
Liberty  to  afk  fome  ^iejiions,  I  being  a  Stranger, 
and  not  having  fo  much  as  heard  of  the  Man; 
nor  any  making  Reply  to  him,  I  felt  Liberty 
in  the  Truth  to  return  the  following  Anfwer 
in  Behalf  of  the  Meeting,  That  1  did  appre¬ 
hend  it  was  the  Dejire  of  Friends,  inafmuch  as 
the  Meeting  was  appointed  for  the  Worpoip  of  God, 
and  not  for  ajking  of  ^efiions,  or  Controverfies, 
that  the  chief  Part  foould  firji  be  an/wered ;  and 
I  aljo  thought  the  Meeting  would  be  willing,  in 
the  Conclujion,  to  give  him  Liberty  to  ajk  the 
^leflions,  if  his  Intent  therein  was  for  Informa¬ 
tion  or  Satisfadion,  and  not  for  Contention. 
Friends  were  filent,  and  the  Man  fubmitted  to 
what  was  propos’d,  and  a  good  Meeting  we  had, 
the  Lord’s  heavenly  Power  and  living  Prefence 
being  with  us,  and  the  Subftance  was  felt  among 
us,  and  exalted  over  all  the  Shadows  and  Types  ; 
and  Chrift  the  true  Bread  and  living  Water 
Light  and  Life  of  the  World,  was  exalted  that 
Day  ;  and  the  mighty  God  and  Father,  with 
his  beloved  Son,  through  the  Help  of  the  holy 
Spirit,  was  glorified,  who  is  worthy  for  ever. 
Near  the  Conclufion  of  the  Meeting,  the  Man 
began  to  fpeak  well  of  what  he  had  heard, 
particularly  touching  that  of  Water  -  Baptifm, 
which,  he  faid,  he  had  nothing  to  objedi  againft  ; 
but  as  to  the  Sacrament,  as  he  called  it,  becaufe 
little  or  nothing  had  been  faid  about  it,  therefore 
he  conduded,  vpe  either  denied  or  dfujed  it ;  or 
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Words^  to  the  fame  purport.  Then  I  flood  up 
and  faid,  I  did  not  remember  that  the  Word 
Sacrament  uoai  in  all  the  Bible  ;  but  I  faid,  / 
fuppofed  he  meant  the  Bread  and  Wine  ;  he 
anfwer’d,  He  dU  :  I  aflced  him,  Whether  he  was 
0/  the  jame  Mtnd  the  Epifcopal  Church  was  of  f 
If  not  of  the  Jame  Mind,  he  might  fay  jo  ;  for 
they  fay.  The  Bread  And  W^ine  is  an  outward  and 
vifible  Sign  of  an  inward  and  fpiritual  Grace,  &c. 
what  fatd  he  to  it  ?  He  was  fome  Time  filent  ; 
then  I  afked  him.  How  long  he  thought  that  Sign 
was  to  continue  ?  He  replied,  To  the  End  of  the 
World.  I  anfwered,  He  did  not  read  in  all  the 
BtblCy  that  the  Lord  had  appointed  any  Figure  or 
Sign  but  what  was  to  end  in  the  Subjiance,  which 
is  to  be  witnefjed  and  enjoyed  in  this  World,  and 
not  put  of  only  to  the  End  or  Conclufon  thereof, 
as  his  Hrgument  feemed  to  declare  by  his  urging, 
that  the  Sign  oj  that  divine  Subfance  mud  remain 
till  the  End  oJ  this  World.  1  afked  him.  What 
he  could  anfwer  to  that  ?  He  turn’d  off  with  only 
faying,  I  was  too  great  a  Scholar  for  him,  and 
fo  he  would  not  meddle  ‘ivlth  me.  He  then  was 
lilent,  and  there  being  many  People,  I  had  a 
fine  Opportunity  to  open  to  the  Tender-hearted, 
and  Friends  prefent,  how  that  was  at  beft 
but  a  Sign,  which  the  People  eat  and  drink 
outwardly,  in  Remembrance  of  Chrift’s  Death 
until  he  came,  but  that  I  could  now  prove 
plenteoufly  from  the  New  -  Teftament,  that 
the  Subfiance,  the  Grace,  was  come,  and  urged 
many  Proofs  out  of  the  Scriptures  to  the  fame 
Purpofe  ;  And  when  I  had  done,  what  I  had 
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faid  fo  reached  a  good  -  like  old  Man,  a 
Frejbyteriarty  that  he  confefs’d  with  Tears,  He 
had  heard  much  faid  upon  that  SubjeSi,  but  had 
never  heard  it  fo  opened  before  ;  and  faid,  be 
believed  I  was  in  tloe  right.  The  Meeting  broke 
up  in  a  good  Frame,  and  Friends  much  rejoiced 
that  Truth  came  over  all,  and  the  contentious 
Man  was  filenced  ;  And  when  the  Meeting  was 
over,  the  goodly  old  Man  took  me  to  the  Door, 
and  afked  me,  JVhat  a  Man  (hould  do  in  cafe  of 
a  folemn  League  and  Covenant,  he  being  entred 
into  it  ?  I  told  him,  I  needed  not  to  direSl  him,  for 
be  had  that  in  himfelf  which  would  Jhew  him  what 
he  fhould  do  ;  Jor  if  one  fhould  make  an  jhgree- 
ment  or  Covenant  with  Hell  and  Death,  in  the 
‘Time  of  Jgnora7ice  and  Darknefs,  and  now  the 
true  Light  difcovered  it  to  be  fo  ;  the  fame  Light 
which  difcovered  and  manifefled  it  to  be  wrong, 
as  he  was  faithful  to  the  fame,  would  feew  him 
how  and  when  to  break  it,  and  every  other  wrong 
Thing  to  which  Light  1  reco7nmended  him,  and 
bid  him  take  heed  to  it  ;  which,  he  faid,  he  hoped 
be  fhould  ;  and  fo  I  left  him  with  Tears  on  his 
Cheeks,  and  paffed  on. 

I  omitted  one  Thing  which  happened  in  that 
Part  of  New-England  near  New-Tork  and  Long- 
Ifand,  although  I  was  twice  backward  and 
forward,  yet  to  be  brief  in  my  Travels  through 
thofe  Countries,  intended  to  make  one  Account 
ferve,  viz.  As  I  was  fpeaking  in  a  Meeting, 
there  came  a  great  Damp  over  rrfy  Spirit,  and 
in  that  Time  came  into  the  Meeting  feveral 
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Men,  occafioned  by  a  topping  and  great  Mart 
in  the  World,  who  had  given  them  an  Expeft- 
ation  that  they  fhould  hear  how  he  would 
oppofe  the  fakers  ;  but  in  a  thort  time  Truth 
rofe,  and  Friends  generally  heard  a  Man  fay  to 
this  Difputant,  Why  do  you  not  Jpeak?  He  hufh’d 
him  with  faying,  T^he  Man  is  upon  the  SubjeSi 
•which  I  intend  to  oppofe  them  with.  After  iome 
Time  the  Man  was  put  upon  again  to  fpeak  to 
me,  with  a  Why  do  you  not  /peak  ?  We  heard 
him  fay.  The  Man  has  open'd  the  Toing  fo  as  I 
never  heard  it  before,  and  1  have  nothing  to  fay  : 
And  to  his  own,  and  the  Wonder  of  his 
Neighbours,  he  fat  down  upon  a  Seat  near  the 
Door  and  wept  tenderly  j  fo  it  was  a  good  Time 
to  him,  and  many  more,  for  the  Lord’s  mighty 
Power  was  amongft  us.  And  in  my  Return 
from  my  Journey  in  the  EafI:  Parts  of  New- 
England,  the  fame  great  Man  defired  me  to 
condefcend  to  have  a  Meeting  at  his  Houfe  j 
and  after  due  Conlideration  and  Approbation 
of  Friends,  who  defired  it  might  be  fo,  when 
they  knew  it  was  his  Requeft,  a  Meeting  was 
appointed,  and  I  heard  there  were  likely  to 
be  at  it  a  great  many  of  the  higher  fort  of 
PreJJoyterians  of  his  Neigbourhood. 

I  went  to  the  Meeting  under  no  fmall  Con¬ 
cern  of  Mind,  but  when  1  was  come  into  the 
great  Houfe,  I  was  very  much  afteded  with 
the  wife  Gondudl  of  the  Man,  to  fee  in  what 
excellent  Order  he  had  placed  every  thing,  fo 
that  I  could  not  find  wherein  any  thing  could 
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be  amended  ;  and  a  heavenly  Meeting  it  was, 
without  any  Oppofition  ;  and  at  the  breaking 
up  of  the  Meeting,  this  tender  Man,  whofe 
Heart  was  broken  and  opened  by  the  Power  of 
Truth,  faid  audibly.  His  Heart  and  Houfe  were 
open  to  receive  me,  and  fuch  as  me,  let  all  fay 
what  they  would  to  the  contrary.  But  what  the 
fubjedt  Matter  was  at  the  firft  Meeting  when  he 
came  in,  I  forgot  j  it  was  enough  that  we 
remember’d  we  had  a  good  and  heavenly  Meet¬ 
ing,  and  were  truly  thankful  for  the  fame  to 
him  who  was  the  Author  thereof. 

I  and  fome  other  Friends  being  in  our  PafTage 
by  Water,  in  a  Veflel  bound  ios  Rhode- IJland,  and 
meeting  with  high  and  contrary  Winds,  we  put 
into  a  Creek  fome  Miles  diftant  from  Rhode- 
Ijland,  and  delired  the  People  to  procure  us  fome 
Horfes  to  ride  on,  and  we  would  pay  them 
any  thing  that  was  reafohable,  but  hoped  they 
would  not  make  a  Prey  of  us,  for  we  were 
Strangers,  and  they  ought  to  do  to  us  as  they 
would  be  done  by,  if  they  were  in  a  ftrange 
Land,  as  we  were  ;  and  there  came  up  to  us  a 
goodly  old  Man,  and  allced  us,  What  People 
we  were  ?  If  we  were  not  Quakers  I  told  him, 
W ?  were  in  Scorn  lb  called,  but  we  did  not  much 
mind  Names,  for  there  was  but  little  in  them.  He 
was  a  brifk  talking  Man,  and  faid, .  ^here  was  a 
Man  here  lately  that  faid  he  was  a  Qu^aker,  and 
borrowed  a  Horfe,  and' when  he  was  gone  fome 
Miles  from  this  Place,  he  offered  to  fell  the  Horfe  : 
1  know  not,  faid  the  Man,  but  you  are  fuch.  I 
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returned  this  Anfwer  to  the  Refledion  :  T:haf 
u'as  a  great  Proof  that  we  were  an  hone  ft  and 
f  epiitable  P eople  where  we  were  known,  he  miffht 
affure  himfelf  of  that ;  for  when  a  Man  Isfo 
’Wicked,  as  to  become  a  notorious  Cheat,  he  will 
cover  himfelf  under  the  be  ft  Name  he  can  think  of, 
ctberwfe  he  might  have  faid  he  was  a  Baptift,  or 
a  Prefbyterian,  or  an  Epifcopalian,  and  defined 
you  to  lend  him  an  tlorfe  ;  but  you  mind  not  thefe 
Names,  neither  doth  the  wicked  Man  think  he  can 
pafs  fo  well  under  any  of  theje  laji,  but  under  the 
fir  ft  ;  and  the  Reafon  of  it  I  leave  thee  to  judge. 
The  old  Man  afleed  no  more  Queftions,  but 
n(ed  his  Endeavours  to  get  us  Horfes,  and  a 
Man  and  Horfe  to  go  with  us,  to  have  the 
Horfes  back  again,  and  we  were  well  mounted  ; 
but  before  w'e  fet  forward,  the  old  Man  took 
me  to  his  Houfe  and  was  very  courteous  to  me, 
for  though  we  had  fpoke  for  fome  Vidfuals  in 
as  fhort  a  Time  as  well  might  be,  he  invited  me 
to  drink,  and  brought  of  his  Apples  and  Beer, 
which  he  w'ould  have  my  Friends  to  partake  of, 
for,  he  faid,  (and  we  found  it  true)  it  was  but 
a  poor  Inn  ;  I  think  there  was  no  Liquor  at 
it  but  Brandy  or  Rum  and  Water.  The  old 
Man  and  1  parted  very  lovingly,  and  I  gave 
hin'i  a  piece  of  Money  to  drew  my  Gratitude 
for  his  Civility  and  good  Service  to  us.  The 
People  looked  upon  us  as  fome  great  Wonder, 
for  I  heard  one  fay,  Are  thefe  Quakers  Well, 
laid  he,  they  look  like  other  People.  How  we 
had  been  reprefented,  and  by  whom,  it’s  not 
hard  to  gather,  for  it  is  very  apparent,  the  fame 
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Spirit  and  the  fame  Enmity  yet  doth  continue 
in  fome  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Country, 
which  fome  of  our  Friends  formerly  felt  the 
fevere  Effcdts  ol  ;  but  they  are  lince  fomewhat 
moderated  by  the  Government  there,  which  is 
of  a  more  mild  and  Chrijiian  Difpofition  ; 
although  I  am  well  alTured,  that  many  of  the 
more  confcientious  and  thinking  People  in  thole 
Parts  of  the  World  begin  to  fee,  and  many  will 
fee  and  underfland  in  Time,  that  hanging  and 
taking  away  Lives,  for  the  Sake  of  Religion,  is 
oppofite  to  Chrift,  and  the  Nature  of  the  true 
Religion  which  is  wrought  in  Man  by  the 
Operation,  Quickening,  and  Indwellings  of  the 
holy  Spirit,  which,  as  it  is  regarded  and  follow¬ 
ed,  leavens  and  brings  the  Soul  of  Man  in  fome 
degree  to  put  on  the  Purity,  heavenly  Image, 
and  Nature  of  Chrift,  which  is  Love,  praying 
for  Enemies,  and  is  not  for  defiroying,  but  faving 
Lives  ;  but  how  far  the  Reverfe  will  agree  with 
that  Religion  taught  by  Chrift,  and  pradiled  by 
him  and  the  Apoftles,  I  would  have  all  lerioufly 
confider  of  in  Time. 

While  we  were  in  Bofton,  when  one  of  the 
afore-mentioned  worthy  Women  was  declaring 
excellently,  with  both  good  Utterance  and  Voice, 
as  alfo  good  Matter,  ae  the  Manner  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Boflon  had  been  for  many  Years  to 
encourage,  or  at  Icaft  fufter  a  rude  Mob  to  bawl 
and  make  a  Noife,  fo  they  did  now,  that  it  was 
hard  to  hear  fo  as  to  underftand  diftindly  what 
the  Friend  laid,  although  llte  fpoke  plain  and 
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Jnteliiglbly  :  It  did  very  much  grieve  me  to 
o  r  igi^oiance  and  Darknefs  of  thole  high 
f  rofeflors  of  Religion,  fo  that  when  the  Friend 
had  done,  obferving  there  appeared  Men  of 
lome  Note  in  the  World,  I  requefted  them  to 
Uui  the  Rabble,  for  I  had  fomething  to  fay, 
which  I  dcfiied  them  to  make  known  to  the 
Governor  and  chief  Men  of  the  Town  ;  fo 
they  foon  quell’d  the  Noife.  Then  I  told  them, 
7,^ai  tn  cafe  we  were  as  erroneous  as  fame  might 
injinuate  we  were,  that  was  not  the  IV ay  to  con- 
Vince  us  of  our  Errors,  neither  to  bring  us  out 
of  them,  but  j  ather  to  efabli(h  us  tn  them  ;  and 
that  was  ?wt  the  IVay  for  them  to  gain  Prefalytes, 
but  tk^e  If  ay  to  Icfe  many  from  them,  and  increafe 
D ifj enter s y  for  what  Comnneement  could  there 
be  by  Eloife  and^  Clamour,  and  Booting,  as  if  they 
would  jpnt  their  own  Lungs  f  1  had  come  a  great 
Ty  ay  to^  Jee  teem,  and  what  Ckarabler  could  I 
give  cj  them  f  1  never  thought  to  have  Jeen  fa 
much  Lolly  amcngfl  a  wife  and  religious  People  'as 
now  I  faw  :  leil  the  Governor  and  chief  of  the 
Town,  what  the  old  Ei)g\'\Q',v[inn  faith-,  for  I  am 
a  fam'd  of  fuch  Doings.  It  had  a  good  EfFcdf, 
foi  wnen  I  came  after  we  had  quiet  Meetings  ; 
and  I  underrtood  by  a  Letter  from  Danie) 
Zachai of  Bc/{c72j  to  Old  Eiiglajzdy  that  the 
Govcinor  faid,  J  %vcis  tn  the  and  orderM 

that  I  cace  n}0uld  be  kept  in  Friends  Meetings 
theie  •  and  I  never  heard  to  the  contrary  but  it 
is  well  yet  as  to  that.  We  have  great  Reafon  to 
be  tfuly  thankful  to  the  Lord  for  thofe,  and  all 
other  hi:  Mercies,  that  he  the  Fountain  of  all 

Goo4 


s, 


[  79  ] 

Good  is  pleafed  to  favour  us  with  :  And  as  an 
Inftance  of  the  Lord’s  Mercy  to  many  poor  Suf¬ 
ferers,  and  to  fhew  the  implacable  Envy  of  thefe 
People  to  Friends,  the  Cafe  of  T^homas  Maulhanty 
of  Salem,  may  fuffice,  in  fome  meafure,  to  fet 
forth  both,  who  was  a  great  Sufferer  in  the  Time 
of  hot  Perfecution,  when  the  Perfecutors  had 
ftript  him  of  almoft  all  he  had  ;  their  infatiable 
Minds  not  content  with  that,  they  came  with 
Axes  and  hew’d  down  all  the  Apple-trees  in 
his  Orchard,  it  being  a  large  one,  and  left  the 
Stumps  about  the  Height  of  a  Man’s  Knee,  and, 
as  Thomas  Maulham  iaid,  they  took  the  Way 
as  they  thought  to  ruin  him  ;  but  the  Lord 
turned  it  into  a  Bleffmg,  'for  the  Trees  grew  to 
Admiration,  and  came  to  bear  Fruit  abundantly, 
and  a  finer  Orchard  I  have  not  feen  in  all  my 
Travels,  for  the  Bignefs  of  it  ;  let  the  Lord  be 
fandified  by  all  his  People,  and  admired  by  all 
them  that  believe. 

I  with  feveral  other  Friends  went  from  Salem 
Yearly-meeting  (which  was  a  large  and  good 
Meeting)  towards  Dover,  and  coming  to  a 
River,  1  ftaying  a  little  behind,  a  Friend  took 
my  Horfe,  with  two  more  into  the  Boat,  and  by 
that  Time  I  came  to  the  River-fide  the  Boat  was 
finking,  and  the  Ferryman  made  a  lamentable 
Cry,  laying,  The  Boat  is  ftmk,  and  we  flmll  be 
all  drowned  ;  altho’  it  was  fo  order’d,  that  there 
was  but  one- Friend  in  the  Boat  with  the  Boat- 
pnan,  and  I  do  not  remember  that  ever  before 
now  my  Horfe  was  in  any  Boat,  and  I  not 
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there  ;  which  I  looked  on  as  the  Mercy  of  a 
kind  PrQvidence  to  me,  and  to'  feveral  other 
rriends  in  Company.  I  hearing  the  Noife  as 
before,  (and  alfo  the  flowndering  of  the  Horfes 
when  tumbling  into  the  Water)  called  to  the 
Men  to  be  fure  to  take  care  to  free  themfcives 
of  all  the  Tackling  of  the  Horfes,  (as  Bridles, 
Stirrups,  &c.)  and  catch  hold  on  my  Horle’s 
Tail,  and  he  would  bring  them  both  afhore  ; 
but  if  they  trufted  to  the  other  (as  before-men¬ 
tioned)  when  the  Horfes  fwam  they  would  fail 
them,  unlefs  very  ftrong  ;  and  to  have  them 
hold  by  the  Bridle  was  the  Way  to  drown  both 
Horfe  and  Man  :  This  Advice  was  given  while 
they  liad  the  Horfes  in  their  Hands  ;  the  Boat¬ 
man,  being  a  lively  Youth,  took  my  Advice 
,  caught  hold  of  my  Horle’s  Tail,  it  being  long’ 
(which  I  ever  approved  of  among  Rivers)  and 
I  calling  to  my  Horle,  he  came  quickly  with 
the  Man  afliore,  but  left  the  honell  old  Friend 
Ezekiel  Waring  (to  whofe  Houfe  we  intended 
to  go  that  Night)  in  the  River  floating  to  the 
Neck,  a  Hundred  Yards  from  the  Shore  by 
Computation,  yet  watchful  Providence  did  fo 
attend,  that  his  Life  was  prefcrved  to  a  Wonder  j 
for  it  was  lo  ordered,  altho’  he  mifs’d  taking 
my  Advice,  and  caught  hold  of  his  Stirrup, 
and  the  Girth  broke,  as  they  are  apt  to  do  if 
they  be  tight  when  the  Horfe  begins  to  fvvim, 
which  brought  off  the  Saddle  and  Pillion,  and 
the  Oar  of  the  Boat,  and  his  Plat,  which  with 
the  Pillion-feat  being  in  his  Arms,  juft  bore  up 
his  Head  above  Water  for  fome  1  ime  ,  his  poor 
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Wife  feeing  the  Danger  to  which  her  Huftand 
was  cxpofed,  fell  into  a  Fainting-fit  ;  (there 
being  neither  Houfe,  Man,  or  Boat,  to  be  feen 
on  this  Side  of  the  River,  but  ourfelves,  the 
Boatman,  and  the  Stem  and  Stern  of  the  funk 
Boat  full  of  Water.)  A  Houfe  there  was  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  River,  which  was  half  a 
Mile  over.  The  Ferryman  did  his  bed  to  get 
a  Boat  or  Cannoe,  and  altho’  it  began  to  be  dark, 
yet  he  found  a  Cannoe,  which  is  made  of  a  fine 
piece  of  Timber  hollowed  in  the  form  of  a  Boat, 
and  generally  will  carry  but  two  or  three  or 
four  Men  ;  he  coming  near,  afked  If  Ezekiel 
was  alive  I  told  him,  He  was,  but  very  weaky 
for  I  had  often  heard  him  blubber  i?i  the  Water  : 
I  encouraged  him,  that  he  might  not  faint 
in  his  Mind,  for  I  told  him,  1  yet  believed  his 
Life  would  be  preferved he  would  very  faintly 
fay,  XJnlefs  Help  came,  he  could  not  hold  it  long. 
I  went  on  by  the  Water-fide,  and  laid  me  down 
often  on  the  Land,  not  much  regarding  Wet  or 
Dirt,  fometimes  tumbling  over  Logs  of  Wood 
and  Limbs  of  Trees,  for  fo  it  is  in  thefe  uncul¬ 
tivated  Places :  I  direded  the  Man  with  his 
Cannoe  where  the  poor  Friend  was,  as  near  as 
I  could  tell  by  my  lad  Obfervation,  and  withal 
defired  he  would  turn  the  Stern  of  his  Cannoe 
to  him,  as  he  could  not  lift  him  into  the  Can^ 
noe  ;  neither  to  let  him  lay  his  Hand  upon  the 
broad  Side  of  it,  but  upon  the  Stern,  left  he 
fiould  overfet  it,  and  they  both  be  drowned : 
So  he  did,  and  brought  him  gently  afhore,  to 
the  great  Joy  of  bis  loving  Wife  and  us  all. 

The 
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The  Boatman  as  he  owned,  had  found  my 
Counfel  good,  and  therefore  would  have  me 
tell  him  what  he  might  do  now  ;  I  bid  him 
fetch  the  Boat  to  fhore  by  the  Fowler  or  RopCy 
and  then  go  and  carry  Ezekiel  in  the  Cannoe  to 
the  Inn  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Water,  that 
he  might  dry,  warm,  and  refrefh  himfelf  until 
we  came  ;  in  the  mean  Time  we  clear’d  the 
Boat  of  Water,  which  when  done,  we  put  two 
Horfes  into  it,  and  I  towed  my  Horle  at  the 
Boat’s  Stern  to  make  room  for  feveral,  efpecially 
the  good  Women  before  mentioned,  who  were 
at  this  Time  in  my  Company,  not  without  their 
■Exercife  any  more  than  myfelf  :  We  got  well 
over,  and  then  the  Ferryman  and  Friend  on  the 
other  Side  brought  the  Horfes  that  were  left, 
being  three,  which  were  enough  for  the  Boat, 
and  proved  too  many  the  firft  Time.  We  found 
the  good  old  Friend  finely  and  well  recruited, 
and  got  to  his  Houfe  about  Midnight,  where 
we  were  glad,  and  our  Hearts  were  full  of 
Praifes  to  the  Lord  for  this  great  and  eminent 
Deliverance  and  Prefervation. 

In  this  firft  Vifit,  while  in  Rhode-JJland,  I  met 
with  fomething  worthy  of  thy  Notice,  if  thou 
art  fuch  a  Reader  as  I  with  thou  mayft,  which 
was  thus :  Being  in  Rhode-ljland,  feveral  Friends 
came  to  me  in  fome  of  the  Intervals  of  the 
Yearly-meeting,  (for  it  held  feveral  Days,  both 
■for  Worftiip  and  Difcipline)  to  enquire  whether 
it  was  ufual  to  let  the  Young,  and  fuch  as  had 
but  appear’d  little  in  Teftimony  in  our  Parts 


of  the  World,  come  into  Meetings  of  publick 
Friends  ?  I  laid,  Tes,  if  they  ’were  of  clean  Lives^ 
and  what  they  had  to  jay,  approved  ;  and  it  was 
very  like  fuch  might  want  Jdvice  as  much  as  thofe 
who  were  come  to  more  Experience  in  the  Work  of 
the  Minijiry,  ij  not  more  :  This  was  fome  means 
of  enlarging  the  faid  Meetings  of  Minifters  now 
coming  on.  When  I  came  int»  the  Meeting, 
leveral  of  the  Elders  defired  me  to  go  into  the 
Gallery,  which  I  refufed,  the  Concern  upon  my 
Mind  being  fo  great,  I  thought  it  was  enough 
that  I  could  but  get  into  the  Houfe,  and  fit 
down  among  the  lowefi:  Rank. 

> 

This  Meeting  was  one  not  to  be  forgotten, 
becaufe  of  the  eminent  Vifitation’ from  the  Lord 
that  was  upon  us  in  it  j  I  have  not  often  feen 
the  like  ;  I  queftion  if  there  were  any  dry 
Cheeks  for  fome  time  in  it  j  and  the  manner  of 
the  working  of  the  heavenly  Power  was  re¬ 
markable,  in  order  to  the  fandifying  and  pre¬ 
paring  Veffels  for  the  Lord’s  Ufe  j  and  he  broke 
us  down  by  his  Judgments  from  following  flat¬ 
tering  Flefli,  and  the  pleafing  Vanities  of  the 
World,  and  the  fubtil  Baits  of  Satan,  by  the 
Tenders  of  his  Love,  and  engaged  us  to  follow 
his  heavenly  and  inward  Calls,  Knocks,  and 
Reproofs  of  his  holy  Spirit,  and  to  obey  the 
Didates  of  the  fame.  When  the  Lord  prepare* 
in  a  good  degree  for  this  Work  of  the  Miniftry, 
many  have  been  unwilling  to  give  up  and  obey, 
until  they  have  tailed  of  the  Lord’s  Difpleafurei 
and  in  part  of  his  Judgments,  which  have 
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brooght  them  into  a  Submlfllon  ;  after  which 
they  went  out  with  their  Lives  fometimes  in 
their  Hands,  and  became  a  Wonder  to  Men, 
bearing  their  Reproach,  and  fometimes  appear’d 
in  great  Congregations,  fometimes  in  Noifes  and 
Tumults,  and  lometimes  were  in  Watchings  and 
Faflings,  in  Wearinefs,  Hunger  and  in  Cold, 
with  much  more,  for  the  Name  of  the  Lord 
.  and  his  Teftimony,  and  for  the  Enjoyment  of 
Peace,  and  the  internal  Prefence  of  him  that 
hath  feparated  us  to  this  Work  by  the  holy 
Ghoft  }  and  it  is  in  and  by  our  abiding  faithful 
to  the  fame,  that  we  are  preferved  in  a  Capacity 
of  Perfeverance  through  all  to  the  End,  to  the 
mutual  Help  and  Comfort  one  of  another,  and 
Renown  of  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  who  is 
worthy  now  and  for  ever. 

We  alfo  had  a  very  large  Meeting  on  this 
liland  in  an  Orchard,  where  I  had  good  Service 
-  for  the  Lord  ;  and  I  remember  I  was  much  con¬ 
cern’d  about  the  two  Miniftrations,  viz.  yohris 
Baptifm  with  Water,  and  Christ’s  with  the  holy 
Gho/i,  it  being  clear  from  yohn\  Words,  that  he 
faw  to  the  End  of  his  own  Difpenfation  when  he 
declared,  He  mu  ft  deer  e  a fe.,  hut  Christ  wzr/? /«- 
creaje  ;  which  is  generally  underftood  to  refpedl 
■their  differing  Difpenfations  ;  for  the  firft  Bap¬ 
tifm  was  to  baptize  unto  Repentance  ;  the  other  to 
jhe  purging  of  the  Floor,  and  burjiing  up  of  that 
yvhieh  was  combuHible,  viz.  the  Chaff  and  Stubble, 
which  the  Lord’s  Baptilm  burneth  up  inwardly, 
and  which  no  elementary  Thing  can  do  ;  for  if 
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all  the  Eatings,  Wafliings,  Obfervatlons,  and  Ce¬ 
remonies  under  the  Law,  ahho’  to  Ifrael  com¬ 
manded  and  enjoined  by  tbe  Lord,  could  not 
make  the  Comers  thereunto  perJeB,  how  (hould 
thefe  or  any  of  them  now,  when  not  command¬ 
ed,  as  they  never  were  to  us,  ferfeB  the  Oentile 
World  ?  So  what  I  had  upon  my  Mind,  as  I 
received  I  went  through  with,  and  (laewed  the 
Beginning,  Ufe  and  End  of  the  watery  Difpenfa- 
tion,  and  the  Ufe  and  Continuance  of  Christ’s 
fpiritual  Baptifm  to  the  End  of  the  World,  The 
Meeting  broke  up,  and  Friends  went  into  an  up¬ 
per  Room  in  an  Inn  ;  but  I  felt  fuch  an  Exercife 
upon  my  Spirit  that  I  could  not  eat,  but  defired 
Friends  to  be  eafy,  and  I  would  cat  as  foon 
as  I  could  ;  and  while  I  was  walking  over  the 
large  Chamber  alone,  there  came  up  three  Men 
whom  I  knew  not,  or  what  they  were,'  but  it 
fprang  livingly  in  my  Heart  to  fet  my  Eyes  on 
them  in  the  Lord’s  Dread,  and  fo  I  did  ;  they 
palTed  away,  and  I  was  told  afterwards,  that 
they  were  three  Baptift  Preachers  who  had  been 
at  the  Meeting,  and  came  once  more  to  fee  me, 
with  a  Defign  to  have  a  Difpute  with  me  j 
but,  they  faid,  I  look’d  fo  floarply  they  durft  not 
tneddle  ^ith  me.  Thus  the  Lord  in  a  good 
degree  wrought  for  t,iie,  bleffed  be  his  worthy 
Name  for  ever. 

Now  I  leave  the  Account  of  my  Travels  in 
thofe  Parts,  and  enter  upon  my  fecond  with 
my  honeft  Companion  fames  Bates,  who  was 
born  in  Virginia,  and  travelled  much  with  me 
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through  many  Provinces,  and  fome  IHands  • 
we  bad  good  Service  together,  and  it  was  much 

/T  I  Rhode.ljland,  to  vifit  Nan- 

pi  Friends  ; 

Rhn^d/ publick  Friend,  near 
RLode .  If.and,  intending  to  cany  us  in  his 

Sloop  to  the  fa,d  Illand  that  Night  ;  and  Pekg 

thought  we  had  been  clofe  in  with  our  defired 

^ding-place,  but  we  fell  (hort,  and  Night 

c^ing  on,  and  having  but  one  fmall.  Cannoe 

to  hcip  us  alliore,  which  would  carry  but  three 

leop  eat  once,  we  went  alhore  at  twice,  and 

leit  the  S  oop  at  an  Anchor  ;  and  it  being 

pown  dark,  we  thought  we  were  going  up 

n  o  t  e  Ifland  among  the  Inhabitants,  but  fooq 

found  that  we  were  upon  a  Beach  of  Sand  and 

Kubbifli,  where  was  neither  Grafs  nor  Tree 

neither  could  we  find  the  Sloop  that  Night’ 

though  we  fought  it  carefully,  and  hollowed’ 

one  to  another  till  we  were  wearv,  fo  that  we 

were  forced  to  fettle  upon  our  'little  Ifland 

from  the  Centre  of  which,  one  might  caft  a 

ftaid 

that  Night,  not  knowing  but  the  Sea,  when  at 
the  Height,  would  have  fwept  us  all  away,  but 
It  did  not }  there  I  walked,  and  fometimes  far 
umil  Morning,  but  flept  none  ;  at  laft  the 
Morning  came,  and  the  Mill  went  away,  and 
we  got  on  board  again,  and  reached  the  ’ifland 
about  the  ninth  or  tenth  Hour. 

The  Mafler  w'as  willing,  at  our  Requeft,  to 
land  thtee  of  us,  (i.  e.)  nie,  my  Companion, 

and 
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and  Sufanna  Trehorn,  a  publick  Friend,  who 
had  a  Concern  upon  her  Mind  for  fome  Time, 
(as  fhe  fignified  to  Friends  in  Rhode-IJland  where 
£he  lived)  to  vifit  the  few  Friends  in  Nantucket^ 
and  Friends  thought  this  a  proper  Seafon  to  pay 
that  Vifit.  She  was  a  Woman  well  beloved, 
and  in  good  Unity  with  Friends. 


We  landed  fafe,  and  as  we  went  up  an  Afcent, 
we  faw  a  great  many  People  looking  towards 
the  Sea,  for  great  Fear  had  polTefs’d  them,  that 
our  Sloop  was  a  French  Sloop  loaded  with  Men 
and  Arms,  who  were  coming  to  invade  the 
Ifland  :  I  held  out  my  Arms  and  told  them, 
I  knew  not  of  any  worfe  Arms  than  thefe  on  board. 
They  faid,  they  were  glad  it  was  no  worfe,  for 
they  bad  intended  to  have  alarmed  the  Ifland, 
it  being  a  Time  of  War ;  I  told  the  good-like 
People,  for  fo  they  appear’d  to  me,  Fhcit  Peleg 
Slocum,  near  Rhode-Ifland,  was  Majler  of  the 
Sloop,  and  that  we  came  to  vift  them  in  the  Love 
of  God,  ij  they  would  be  willing  to  let  us  have  fome 
Meetings  amongft  them.  They  behave’d  them-, 
felves  very  courteoufly  towards  us,  and  faid,  fhey 
thought  we  snight. 


We  then  enquired  for  Nathaniel  Starbuck, 
who  we  underftood  was  in  fome  degree  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  Truth,  and  having  Diredlions  to 
his  Houfe,  we  went  thither,  and  I  told  him, 
W e  made  bold  to  come  to  his  Houfe,  and  if  he  was 
free  to  receive  us,  we  would  flay  a  little  with 
hi m,  hut  if  not,  we  would  go  elfewhere  3  for  we 

heard 
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heard  he  was  a  feeking  religious  Man,  and  (uch 

chiefly  we  were  come  to  wflt  :  He  We  were 

l^p^elcome  And  by  this  Time  ckme  in  his 

Mother  Mary  Starbuck,  who  the  IQanders 

elteemed  as  a  Judge  among  them,  for  little 

or  Moment  was  done  there  without  her  as  I 
Bnderuood.  ’ 

At  the  firft  Sight  of  her  it  fprang  in  my 

is  the  everlafling  Love 
o;  Led.  I  looked  upon  her  as  a  Woman  -that 
bore  tome  Sway  in  the  Ifland,  and  fo  I  faid, 
znA  that  truly,  We  are  come  in  the  Love  of 
God  to  vijit  you,  if  you  are  willing  to  ■  let  us- 
have  feme  '  Meetings  among  you  :  She  faid  She 
thought  we  might  ;  and  withal  faid,  there  was  a 
Non  -  conformift  Minifter  who  was  to  have  a 
Meeting,  and  they  were  going  to  it,  and  fee 
thought  it  would  be  the  heft  Way  for  us  to  go  with 
them  to  the  Meeting.  I  fhewed  my  Diflike  to  ■ 
that  for  thefe  Reafons  ;  firft,  We  did  not  want 
to  hear  what  that  Minifter  had  to  fay,  hecaufe 
feme  of  us  had  tried  them  before  we  came 
there,  -(meaning  the  Non  -  conformifts  of  feveral 
Sons)  and  if  we  fhould  go,  and  could  not  be  clear, 
without  [peaking  fomething  in  the  Meeting,  he 
nfeght  take  it  ill  ;  but  as  we  underfand  there 
is  another  Meeting  appointed  at  the  Jecond 
'  Hour  for  the  fame  Man,  therefore,  as  the  pre- 
Jent  Conflitution  of  Things  are,  we  look  upon 
ourfelves  to  ftand  upon  an  equal  Ground  in 
a  1  eligious  Capacity  with  other  Idijf enters  ; 
and  if  we  fleould  appoint  our  Meeting  at  the 

fame 
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■fame  Hour,  then  the  People  will  be  left  to 
their  Choice  to  which  Meeting  they  will  go. 
The  great  Woman  approv’d  of  the  Propolal, 
and  (aid,  Indeed  that  was  the  beft  Way.  The 
next  Confideration  was,  Where  fall  this  Meet¬ 
ing  be  1  She  paufed  a  while,  and  then  faid, 

'  I  think  at  our  Houje.  I  from  thence  gathered 
flie  had  an  Hufband,  for  I  thought  the  Word 
our  carried  in  it  fome  Power  befides  her  own, 
and  I  prefently  found  he  was  with  us  :  I 
then  made  my  Obfervation  on  him,  and  he 
appeared  not  a  Man  of  mean  Parts  ;  but 
(he  fo  far  exceeded  him  in  Soundnefs  of 
Judgment,  Clearnefs  of  Underffanding,  and 
an  elegant  Way  of  expreffing  herfelf,  and  that 
not  in  an  afftdled  Strain,  but  very-  natural  to 
her,  that  it  tended  to  lefTen  the  (^alifications 
of  her  Hufoand. 

The  Meeting  being  agreed  on,  and  Care  taken 
as  to  the  Appointment  of  it,  we  parted,  and  I 
lay  down  to  try  if  I  could  get  any  Sleep,  for  I 
have  (hewed  before  what  fort  of  a  Night  the  laft 
was  with  us  ;  but  Sleep  vanifhed  away  from 
me,  and  I  got  up  and  walked  to  and  fro  in  the 
Woods  until  the  Meeting  was  modly  gathered. 
I  was  under  a  very  great  Load  in  my  Spirit, 
but  the  Occafion  of  it  was  hid  from  me,  but  I 
fa'w  it  my  Place  to  go  to  Meeting,  the  Order  of 
which  was  fuch,  in  all  the  Parts  thereof,  I  had 
not  feen  the  like  before  ;  the  large  and  bright 
rubbed  Room  was  fet  W’ith  fuitable  Seats  or 
Chairs,  the  Glafs  Windows  taken  cut  of  the 
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Frames,  and  many  Chairs  placed  without  very 
conveniently,  fo  that  I  did  not  fee  any  thing 
awanting,  according  to  the  Place,  but  fomething 
to  ffand  on,  for  I  was  not  free  to  fet  my  Feet 
upon  the  fine  Cane  Chair,  left  I  fhould  break  it. 

I  am  the  more  particular  in  this  exadl  and 
exemplary  Order  than  in  fome  other  Things, 
for  the  Seats  both  within  and  without  Doors 
were  fo  placed,  that  the  Faces  of  the  People 
were  towards  the  Seats  where  the  publick 
Friends  fat,  and  when  fo  fet,  they  did  not  look 
or  gaze  in  our  Faces,  as  fome  I  think  are  too 
apt  to  do,  which  in  my  Thoughts  befpeaks  an 
unconcerned  Mind.  The  Meeting  beinp-  thus 
gathered  and  fet  down  in  this  orderly  and°ample 
manner,  (although  there  were  but  very  few 
bearing  our  Name  in  it)  it  was  not  long  before 
the  mighty  Power  of  the  Lord  began  to  work, 
and  in  it  my  Companion  efpecialiy  did  appear 
in  Teftimony  in  the  fore  Part  thereof  ;  and 
while  he  was  fpeaking,  a  Prieft  (not  he  before 
touched  on,  but  another)  flung  out  fome  Re- 
fleftions  upon  him,  and  the  People  for  his  fake, 
which  .1  did  not  fee  the  leaft  Occafion  for  ; 
after  which  he  w^ent  away,  (but  more  of  this  in 
the  Sequel.) 

I  fat  a  confiderable  Time  in  the  Meeting  be¬ 
fore  I  could  fee  my  Way  clear  to  fay  any  thing, 
until  the  Lord’s  heavenly  Pow'er  raifed  me,  and 
fet  me  upon  my  Feet  as  if  one  had  lifted  me 
up,  and  what  I  had  firft  in  Commifiion  to  fpeak, 

was 
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was  in  the  Words  of  Chrift  to  hlkodemtii^  vxtu 
Except  a  Man  be  horn  again,  he  caiinot  fee  the 
Kingdom  of  God ;  with  thefe  Words,  Nay,  the 
natural  a?id  wircgcnerate  Man  cannot  fo  much  as 
fee  the  heavenly  and  fpiritual  Kingdom  of  Chrijl, 
VLihich  /lands  not  only  in  Power  but  aljb  in  Righ~ 
teoufnefs,  Joy  and  Peace  in  the  holy  Spirit ;  and 
to  be  born  again,  was  not  to  be  done  unpercehabl)\ 
no  more  than  the  natural  Birth  could  be  brought 
forth  without  Prouble  ;  and  to  pretend  to  be  in 
Chrifl  and  not  to  be  new  Creatures,  is  prepofterous  ; 
and  to  pretend  to  be  new  Creatures^  a77d  yet  not 
able  to  render  any  Account  how  it  was  performed, 
was  umvafonable  -,  for  it  could  not  be,  as  I  urged 
before,  without  our  Knowledge  ;  for  to  be  born 
again,  figiiified  to  be  quickned  and  raifed  into  a 
fpiritual  and  new  Life,  by  which  the  Body  of 
the  Sins  of  the  Flejh  is  tnortified,  aisd  we  come  to 
live  a  felf-denying  Life  :  Lhofe  who  are  crucified 
with  Chrift,  they  are  crucified  to  their  Sins,  that  , 
'as  he  died  for  Sin,  we  might  die  to  Sin  :  In  this  ' 
State  we  live  not  after  the  Fleftj,  although  we  live 
(as  the  Apoftle  laid)  in  the  FleJJo  j  but  the  Life 
which  the/e  live,  is  through  Faith  in  the  Son 
of  God  :  ^  And  to  have  all  this,  and  much  more 
wrought  in  us,  and  we  know  nothing  of  it,  ii 
unaccountable. 

As  I  was  thus  opened,  and  delivering  thefe 
Things,  with  much  more  than  I  can  remember, 
the  great  Woman  I  felt,  for  moft  of  an  Hour 
together,  fought  and  drove  againfl:  the  Tefti- 
mony,  fometimes  looking  up  in  my  Face  with 

a  pale, 
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a  pale,  and  then  with  a  more  ruddy  Com¬ 
plexion  ;  but  the  Strength  of  the  Truth  in- 
created,  and  the  Lord’s  mighty  Power  began  to 
lhake  the  People  within  and  without  Doors  ; 
but  (he  who  was  look’d  upon  as  a  Deborah  by 
theie  People,  was  loth  to  lofe  her  outfide  Reli¬ 
gion,  or  the  Appearance  thereof  :  When  (he 
could  no  longer  contain,  (lie  fubmitted  to  the 
Power  of  Truth,  and  the  Dodrines  thereof, 
and  lifted  up  her  Voyce  and  -wept  :  Oh  !  then 
the  univerlal  Cry  and  Brokennefs  of  Heart  and 
Tears  was  wonderful  !  From  this  Time  I  do 
•  not  remember  one  Word  that  I  fpoke  in  Tefti- 
mony,  it  was  enough  that  I  could  keep  upon  the 
true  Bottom,  and  not  be  carried  away  with  the 
Stream  above  my  Meafure. 

I  might  add  much  more  concerning  this 
Day’s  Work,  but  I  intend  not  to  fay  any  thing 
to  the  Praife  of  the  Creature,  but  to  the  Renown 
of  the  mighty  Name  of  the  Lord  of  Hofls,  and 
let  all  Fle(h  lie  as  in  the  Duffc  for  ever  ;  for 
while  I  continued  fpeaking  in  this  State,  as  be¬ 
fore  mentioned,  and  thus  (wallowed  up  in  the 
internal  Prefence  of  Chrilf,  where  there  was  no 
want  of  Power,  Wifdom  nor  Utterance,  I  fpoke 
but  a  Sentence  and  flopt,  and  fo  on  for  fome 
Time  :  I  have  (ince  thought  of  John's  being  in 
the  Spirit  on  the  Lord’s  Day.  If  it  had  been  a 
State  to  have  been  continued  in,  I  am  of  the  mind 
I  n^.ould  not  have  been  fenfible  of  Wearinefs, 
neither  of  Hunger  or  Pain.  This  is  a  Myftery 
to  many,  yet  thefe  are  faithful  and  true  Sayings, 

thou 
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thou  mayft  read  that  canfl;  ;  but  there  are  none 
who  can  know  the  white  Stone  and  new  Name, 
but  they  who  have  it  ;  there  are  none  who  hand 
upon  Mount  Sion  with  Harps  of  God  in  their 
Hands^  but  only  fuch  as  have  come  through  great 
’Tribulations,  and  have  wap.'ed  their  Garments  and 
made  them  white  in  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb  ;  to 
thefe  are  the  Seals  of  the  Book  of  the  Myfteries  of 
the  glorious  Kingdom  opened  ;  thefe  are  called  out 
of  Nations,  Kindreds,  Tongues  and  People  ;  thele 
are  redeemed  out  of  the  fallen  and  earthy  State 
of  old  Adam,  into  the  living,  heavenly  and  fpi- 
ritual  State  in  Chrijl  the  jecond  Adam  ;  thefe  ciy 
holy  ;  the  other  Part  of  the  Children  of  Men 
cry  unholy,  becaufe  they  are  not  willing  to  cafl 
down  their  Crowns  at  the  Feet  or  Appearance  of 
Chrijl  in  their  own  Souls  ;  although  fuch,  with 
the  four  Beads  may  cry,  come  and  fee,  yet  are 
they  not  properly  qualified  to  worfldp  the  Lord 
God  and  the  Lamb  before  his  Throne,  as  the  four 
and  twenty  Elders  did,  and  as  all  do,  and  will 
do,  who  worfhip  God  in  his  holy  Temple  in 
Spirit  and  in  Truth,  according  to  his  own  Ap¬ 
pointment  ;  who  are  not  tied  up  to  the  Canons, 
Creeds,  Syfiems  and  Diflates  of  Men,  much 
of  which  is  beaten  out  of  the  Wifdom,  Parts, 
and  natural  Comprehenfion  of  earthly  fallen 
Man. 

I  return  from  this,  which  may  feem  a  myde- 
rious  Digrefiion,  to  the  other  Part  of  what  did 
happen  concerning  the  Meeting,  and  come  now 
to  the  breaking  up  thereof  j  and  as  extream 
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Heats  oft  end  in  extream  Cold,  and  as  great 
Heights  frequently  center  (as  to  Man  in  this 
apacity)  in  great  Depths,  and  great  Plenty  in 
great  Poverty,  which  I  have  often  feen  to  be 
good  in  order  to  keep  the  Creature  low,  in  Fear, 
and  in  a  Dependance  upon  the  Lord,  I  foon  fell 
into  fuch  a  Condition  that  1  was  like  to  die 
aicay  ;  and  when  it  was  fo,  I  with  my  Com¬ 
panion  made  a  Motion  to  break  up  the  Meet- 
ing,  but  could  not  for  fome  time,  for  they  fat 
weeping  univerfally  ;  then  I  told  the  Meeting 
efpecially  fuch  as  were  near  me,  lhat  if  1  fiould 
Jaint  away,  1  would  not  have  them  to  be  ftir^ 
prized  at  it ;  for  I  was  much  concerned  left  that 
Ihould  hurt  thefe  tender  People  ;  my  Life  was 
not  dear  to  me  in  comparifon  of  the  Worth  of 
the  Souls  of  the  Children  of  Men  ;  but  all  this 
did  not  break  up  the  Meeting  2  But  after  fome 
time  Mary  Starhuck  ftood  up,  and  held  out  her 
Hand,  and  fpoke  tremblingly  and  faid.  All  that 
(VCT  we  have  been  building,  and  all  that  ever  we 
have  done,  ts  all  pull'd  down  this  Day  ;  and  this 
IS  the  everlajhng  “Truth  ;  or  very  near  thefe 
Woids.  Then  flie  arofe,  and  I  obferved  that 
flie,  and  as  many  as  could  well  be  feen,  were 
wet  with  Tears  from  their  Faces  to  the  fore 
Skirts  of  their  Garments,  and  the  Floor  was  as 
thougn  there  bad  been  a  Shower  of  Rain  upon 
it  ;  out  Mary,  that  worthy  Woman,  faid  to  me, 
when  a  little  come  to  conlider  the  poor  State 
J  was  in.  Dear  Child,  what  floall  I  do  for 


sou  ? 


^  .  I  laid,  A  little  would  do  for  me  ;  if  thou 

(.anf  ^st  nie  jornething  to  drink  that  is  not  (Irong, 
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blit  ratlicr  ivarm,  it  may  do  ivell :  So  fiie  did, 
and  1  v?ent  unto  her  Son’s,  where  my  Cloaths 
were,  that  I  might  fhift  me,  for  I  felt  Sweat  in 
my  Shoes  as  I  walked. 

I  mention  this  partly  for  the  Sakes  of  fuch  of 
my  Brethren,  who  may  be  at  any  Time  in  the 
like  Cafe,  to  take  Care  to  keep  out  of  the  Cold, 
and  beware  of  drinking  that  which  is  cold, 
neither  is  Brandy  good,  for  it  feeds  too  much 
upon  the  weakned  Vitals  ;  but  in  all  Things 
endeavour  to  poffefs  your  Veffels  in  Sandification 
and  Honour  :  And  as  it  is  not  in  Man’s  Power 
to  make  the  VelTel  clean  nor  prepare  it,  therefore 
if  the  Lord  doth  (with  thy  Obedience  through 
the  Work  of  his  Grace  and  holy  Spirit)  fit 
thy  Veflel  for  his  Work  and  Service,  take  this 
Caution  ;  fee  that  thou  neither  deftroy,  defile^  nor 
hurt  the  fame.  But  it  may  be,  fome  or  other  have 
done  all  thefe,  fome  one  Way  and  fome  another. 

I  remember  Peleg  Slocum^  (before  mention’d) 
faid  after  this  Meeting,  that  the  like  he  was 
never  at  ;  for  he  thought  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Ifland  were  flaaken,  and  mofi;  of  the  People 
convinced  of  the  Truth  :  However,  agreatCon- 
vincement  there  was  that  Day,  Mary  Starbuck 
was  one  of  the  Number,  and  in  a  fhort  Time 
after  receiv’d  a  publick  Teflimony,  as  did  alfo 
her  Son  Nathaniel. 

After  I  was  fomewhat  revived,  my  Com¬ 
panion  having  a  Mind  to  fpeak  to  the  Prieft,  to 

know 
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know  why  he  did  (o  refledl  on  him,  defired  me 
to  go  with  him,  which  I  did  with  leveral  more, 
and  coming  to  his  Door  where  he  was  fet  upon 
a  Bench,  James  Bates  afked  him.  Why  he  did  fo 
rejieSt  ?  He  reply  d,  He  was  in  a  Paffion,  and  had 
nothing  againft  him  ;  then  James  forgave  him, 
and  they  fell  into  fome  Debate  concerning  Faith  ; 
my  Friend  urged  the  Apoftle  James'^  Words’ 
which  _  are  thefe,  As  the  Body  is  dead  without 
the^  Spirit,  fo  is  Faith  without  Works.  The 
Prieft  laid.  Dead  Faith  was  nothing,  attd  that 
it  had  no  Being  in  the  IV orld.  I  thought  he  ap¬ 
pear  d  to  be  in  the  Craft  ;  and  after  they  had 
d  at  it  a  while,  I  faid,  1  found  fomething  in 
my  Mind  to  interpoje,  if  they  would  hear  me  : 
They  both  fliewed  a  Willingnefs  to  heaf  what  I 
had  to  fay,  and  then  I  afked,  What  Belief  or 
Faith  that  was  the  Devils  had  ?  for  1  did  not 
under ji and,  but  that  although  they  believed  there 
was  a  God,  they  remained  Devils  (lill ;  therefore 
the  W ord  dead  is  a  proper  Word,  and  properly 
adapted  to  that  which  any  may  call  Faith  and  is 
not  operative,  but  a  Notion  that  may  be  received 
by  Fducation,  by  hearing  or  reading,  and  not  that 
haith  which  works  by  Love,  and  overcomes  the 
World  ;  and  becaufe  of  its  not  working,  being 
inaclive  and  ufelfs,  is  fitly  called  dead  :  What 
doji  thou  Jay  to  that  ^  He  faid,  I  was  too  great 
a  Scholar  for  him.  I  reply ’d,  Fhere  was  no 
great  Scholarjhip  in  that.  He  then  invited  me  to 
liay  all  Night,  and  faid  1  fitmild  be  as  welcome 
as  his  own  Children,  and  he  and  I  would  difpute 
about  that  between  ourfelves.  I  declirt’d  it,  and 
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flievved  thefe  Reafons  for  fo  doing  ;  If  he  declin’d 
the  Debate  publickly,  1  would  not  debate  it 
privately,  jor  then  theje  Neighbours  of  his  would 
want  the  Benefit  of  it ;  and  fo  we  parted,  with 
my  faying,  as  it  immediately  fprang  up  in  my 
Heart,  Thou  had  been  a  Man  in  thy  young  Tears 
that  the  Lord  has  been  near,  and  favoured  with 
many  Openings,  and  if  thou  hadji  been  faithful 
to  the  Gift  of  God,  thou  mightefl  have  been 
ferviceable  ;  but  thou  haji  been  unfaithful,  and  a 
Cloud  is  come  over  thee,  aizd  thou  art  laid  afide 
as  ufelefs. 

I  was  altogether  a  Stranger  to  the  State  of 
the  Prieft,  nor  had  I  heard  any  thing  of  him, 
nor  indeed  of  the  State  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Ifland,  but  what  I  heard  after  moftiy  from 
Mary  Starbiick  ;  for  as  we  walked  from  the 
PricfVs  Houfe  towards  our  Quarters,  fhe  faid. 
Every  thing  f:e  now  met  with,  did  confirm  her 
in  the  Truth  ;  for  (he  knew  this  was  the  State 
of  tbe  Pried,  as  I  had  faid,  fee  being  acquainted 
with  him  in  his  befi  State,  and  then  he  'had 
fine  Openings,  and  a  living  Minidry  among 
them,  but  of  late  a  Cloud  was  come  over  him, 
and,  as  I  faid,  he  was  laid  by  'and  ufelefs.  She 
alfo  put  me  in  mind  of  fomethin^  I  had  faid  in 
the  Meeting  about  EleBion,  which  as  near  as  I 
can  remember  was  thus  :  I  had  endeavoured  to 
make  one  in  the-  Ekclion,  and  one  born  again, 
much  the  fame  ;  for  I  had  laid  wafte  all  Claim 
to  EleSlion  without  being  born  again  ;  for  as 
Chiift  was  the  Chojen  or  Elebf  of  God,  who  rever 
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fell,  could  fuch  who  were  in  .  the  Fall  be  the 
Branches  of  Chrift,  the  pure  heavenly  Vine  ? 
Or  luch  who  were  found  in  the  impure  State, 
and  in  the  Degeneracy,  by  reafon  of  Sin  and 
wicked  Works  ?  Or  would  Chrift  be  married  to 
a  People,  and  become  as  their  Hufband,  who 
were  in  an  unconverted  State  ?  Could  this  be 
the  true  Church  of  Chrift  ?  Could  this  be  the 
Lamb’s  Bride,  who  had  departed  from  his  Spirit, 
and  was  in  the  Pollutions  of  the  World  through 
Luft,  and  running  after  the  Pleafures  and 
Fineries  of  the  World,  depending  upon  Cere¬ 
monies,  and  outfide  Things  and  Elements 
which  appear  not  to  be  ejfential  to  our  Salvation* 
.neither  do  we  find  Life  in  them,  nor  Con- 
verfion  through  them  ?  I  was  of  the  Apoftle’s 
Mind,  that  'Neither  Circumcifion  nor  Uncircim- 
cifion  availeth  any  thing,  but  a  new  Creature  z 
And  what  Man  in  the  World  can  fay,  that 
IVater  (although  he  may  have  been  baptized  or 
■dipped  into  the  fame)  hath  converted  \{\m,  or 
changed  his  State  from  a  natural  to  a  fpiritual, 
or  from  a  dead  to  a  living  State  in  Chrift  ?  Or 
who  that  have  gone  through  the  moft  celebrated 
Ceremonies  (as  fome  may  account  them)  had 
thereby  got  Doziiinion  over  Sin  and  Satan  ?  ' 

Having  thus  treated  of  Things,  or  to  this 
Purpofe,  among  them,  I  faid  to  Mary,  That  pe 
‘warred  and  ftrove  againfl.  the  Tejlimotty  for  a 
Time  :  And  as  near  as  I  remember  fhe  faid  their 
Principle  was,  That  Juch  ‘who  believed  once  in 
Chri/l,  u'cre  ah'ays  in  him,  without. Pojibility  of 
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falling  away  ;  and  whom  hi  had  once  loved,  hi 
doved  to  the  End  :  And  it  was  a  Diftindlion  they 
'had  given  to  their  Church,  to  be  called  EleSra- 
rians  ;  and  as  I  faid,  or  near  it,  bad  no  'mind 
to  be  pulled  out  of  her  'flrong  Hold.  But  whea 
fhe  faw  the  Glory  of  Ghrid,  and  the  true 
Church,  as  the  Queen  of  "the  South  faw  Solomo?2’s, 
and  the  Glory  of  his  Houfc  ;  and  as  flie  had 
her  Queftions  and  Doubts  anfwered,  foe  had  ho 
more  Spirit  in  her,  or  Doubts  or  Queftions,  but 
openly  owned,  This  is  the  Truth,  this  is  the  Glory 
1  have  heard  fo  much  of  :  That  Spirit  of  doubting 
'  and  queftioning  was  Iwallowed  up  now,  by  her 
hearing  and  beholding  for  herfelf  this  greater 
‘Solomon,  his  Wirdom  and  Glory,  and  the  great 
Houfe  that  he  had  built  (the  Servants,  the  At¬ 
tendance,  the  excellent  Order,  with  the  Afceht 
unto  the  Houfe  of  God,  which  were  all  wonder¬ 
ful  in  Solomoni,  Houfe,  carried  in  them  a  livehr 
Refemblance  of  Chrift,  his  Povver,  Glory  and 
Wifdotn)  as  alfo  that  Order  and  Mean  which  is 
feen  among  his  faithful  Servants,  his  Church  and 
People,  even  fuch  as  our  fpiritual  Solomon  rules 
in  and  over  by  his  Spirit  and  Power.  Flere  is 
Solomon,  or  Man  of  Peace,  elfewhere  called  the 
Prince  of  Peace  ;  and  as  Solomon  ruled  in  feru^ 
/rz/e.v?, 'formerly  called  Salem,  or  City  of  Peace, 
end  indeed  over  all  Judah,  and  over  all  his 
Tribes,  fo  doth  Chrift  in  his  Kingdom  every 
where  upon  the  Face  of  the  whole  Earth. 
Leatn  this,  fee  and  know  in  and  for  thyfelf, 
that  thou  art  truly  tranflated  out  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Death  and  Darknefs  into  the  Kingdom  of 

O  Chrift, 
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Chiifl:,  which  is  a  Kingdom  of  Power,  Life, 
Peace  and  Joy  in  the  holy  Ghoft.  I  was 
much  bowed  down  in  my  Spirit,  and  in  Weak- 
nefs,  Parting,  and  in  much  Fear  j  for  the  more 
that  Truth  appears,  the  more  it  brings  the 
Creature  into  Self-abafement. 

A  Paflage  is  here  revived  to  my  Mind,  which 
was  thus  :  After  a  large  Yearly- meeting,  where 
were  many  able  Minirters,  worthy  William 
Penn,  who  was  one  of  them,  taking  me  afide, 
faid.  The  main  Part  of  the  Service  of  this  Day's 
Work  went  on  thy  Side,  and  we  faw  it,  and  were 
willmg  and  eafy  to  give  way  to  the  Truths  though 
it  was  through  thee^  who  appears  but  like  a 
Shrub  ;  and  it  is  but  reafonable  the  Lord  jhould 
make  ufe  of  whom  he  pieajes  :  Now,  methinks, 
thou  may  ft  be  cheerful.  From  which  I  gathered, 
that  he  thought  I  was  too  much  inclinable  to 
be  cart:  down  ;  therefore  I  gave  him  this  true 
Anfwer,  I  endeavour  to  keep  in  a  Medium,  out 
of  all  Extreams,  as  believing  it  to  be  moft  agree¬ 
able  to  my  Station  ;  with  this  Remark,  the  worft 
of  my  Times  rather  irnbitter  the  beji  to  me  : 
William  fliook  his  Head,  and  faid  with  much 
Refpedt,  There  are  many  who  fteer  in  this  Courfe 
befides  thee,  and  it  is  the  fajejl  Path  for  us  .to 
walk  in  i  with  leveral  other  Expreflions  which 
befpoke  AfFedion. 

\ 

This  worthy  Man,  and  Minirter  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  notwithftanding  his  great  Endowments 
and  excellent  Qualifications,  yet  thought  it  his 
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Place  to  ftoop  to  and  give  way  to  the  Truth, 
and  let  the  holy  Teftimony  go  through  whom 
it  might  pleate  the  Lord  to  impower  and 
employ  in  his  Work,  although  it  might  be 
through  contemptible  Inftruments.  I  fincerely 
defire  this  may  prove  profitable  to  thofe  whom 
it  may  concern,  and  into  whofe  Hands  it  may 
come,  that  the  Lord’s  Work  may  be  truly 
minded,  and  given  way  unto,  when  it  is  opened  ; 
for  feeing  no  Man  can  open  it,  let  not  any 
ftrive  on  the  Man’s  Part  to  fhut  the  fame.  I 
have  at  Times  feen  fomething  of  this  Nature, 
which  hath  not  been  altogether  to  my  Satis- 
fadlion  ;  a  Word  to  the  Wife  mny  ferve,  I  would 
hope,  and  may  be  fufficient  for  a  Caution,  for 
what  I  have  written  is  in  the  Love  of  God,  and 
under  a  Concern  that  hath  been  upon  my  Mind 
at  Times,  for  fome  Years,  to  leave  behind  me  a 
gentle  Caution  to  my  tender  Friends  of  both 
Sexes,  to  have  an  elpecial  Care  in  all  Things 
to  recommend  not  only  their  Gifts,  but  their 
Demeanour  in  them,  as  alfo  their  Converfations 
after  them,  ■  to  every  Man’s  Confcience  in  the 
'Sight  of  God,  fo  that  you  may  build  up  the 
Lord’s  Houfe  {like  the  wife  Woman)  and 
always  have  a  great  Care,  that  nothing  you  fay 
or  do  may  any  way  tend  to  the  Hinderance  of 
the  Lord’s  Work,  or  difeourage  the  Weakefi:  in 
the  Flock  of  Chrift,  but  labour  to  faffen  every 
Stake,  and  ftrengthen  every  Cord  of  Sion,  and 
as  much  as  you  are  capable,  build  up  the  Taber¬ 
nacle  in  Jerufalem  ;  for  as  God  is  a  Spirit,  and 
the  Soul  of  Man  is  a  fpiritual  Exiftence,  and  as 
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tb€  Soul  and  Body  of  Man  become  fandified 
prepared,  as  a  Temple  lor  the  Lord  by  his 
holy  Spirit  to  tabernacle  in,  the  Lord  is  to  fuch 
as  a  Sanduary  to  fly  to,  and  reft  in,  from  Heats 
a^nd  from  Storms  ;  Here  is  the  true  Church's 
Lock,  and  Place  of  Defence  (to  wit)  the  Name 
and  Power  of  the  mighty  God.  '  Oh  !  that  alf 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth  were  acquainted 
Mith  this  Name,  and  Rock  of  Defence,  they 
would  not  then  be  fo  nauch  overcome,  as  they 
afe,  with  the  Power  of  the  Enemy  of  the  Soul, 
but  would  live  above  his  Region,  which  is  in 
the  Earth,  or  rather  in  the  earthly  Hearts  of 
Men.  All  you  who  have  efcaped  the  Pollutions 
of  the  World,  peep  in  your  Tents,  until  the 
Lord  moves  and  leads  forward,  and  opens  the 
Way,  Ipmetimes  as  in  a  Wildernefs. 

Read  and  underftand  from  vvhence  thefe 
Things  have  their  Rife  and  Original,  for  there 
is  the  Church’s  Safety,  and  it’s  Comelinefs  too 
in  abiding  in  the  Truth  ;  this  is  your  Place 
of  Safety  where. the  Enemy  has  no  Power,  where 
the  Wiles  of  Satan  and  Inventions  of  Man 
cannot  reach,  no  Inchantment  hath  Power  over 
thefe,  renowned  be  the  great  Name  pf  the  Lord 
now  and  for  ever. 

Plow  comfortable,  how  eafy  and  pleafant  are 
even  all  the  Books  and  I'eftimonies,  and  Ex¬ 
hortations,  that  are  given  forth  in  the  Spirit, 
Love  and  Life  of  Chrift  !  yea,  the  very  Com- 
p^.Py  ^pd  CpnverfaUon  of  fuch  whp  are  preferyed 


[  103  3 

in  the  Life,  becomes  a  fweet  Savour  of  divine 
Life  to  the  Living  j  there  is  Edification,  Com¬ 
fort  and  Coniolation,  a  ftrengthning  and  build¬ 
ing  up  one  of  another  in  the  moll  holy  and' 
precious  Faith,  fo  that  I  find  the  truly  quickned 
Soul  taketh  great  Delight  to  refort  to,  and  as 
much  as  may  be,  converfe  with  the  awakened 
and  truly  quickned  Souls  who  take  up  the 
Crofs  of  Chrift  daily,  and  follow  him  in  the 
Way  of  Self-denial,  although  it  be  a  Way  that 
is  much  fpoken  againft,  by  fuch  who  know  not 
the  Nature  and  Difcipline  of  the  holy  Crofs,  and 
defpife  fuch  who  are  the  true  Followers  of  Chrift. 
To  feel  this  eftential  Virtue,  Seed  or  Leaven  of 
the  Kingdom,  or  Salt  of  the  Covenant  (Chrift)' 
to  woik  fo  effedtually  to  the  reftoring  of  the 
Powers  and  Faculties  of  the  Soul,  into  the  firft 
Redfitude  and  Purity,  that  all  the  Malignity  may 
be  throughly  purged  out,  with  ail  the  Drofs  or 
Tin,  which  defiled  the  Man,  and  makes  him 
unfit  for  the  Kingdom  and  for  the  Service  of  God, 
is  a  great  Work.  Neither  is  the  Veflel  preferved 
clean,  (when  it  is  in  degree  cleanfed)  but  thro’ 
great  Care,  Watchfulnefs  and  Diligence  in  at¬ 
tending  upon  the  Lord  with  great  Devotednefs, 
and  Refignation  fo  his  Mind  and  Will  in  all 
Things  :  Experience  hath  taught  us,  as  well  as 
what  we  read  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  that  there 
are  many  Combats  to  go  through  for  fuch  as  are 
engaged  in  this  Warfare,  before  the  abovefaid 
State,  ^oiz.  Deliverance  jrom  Sin  and  Satan^  and 
a  Sabbatical  or  peacejul  Reft  in  Chriji  can  be 
obtained  to  the  Soul, 

Come 
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Come  thou  that  loveft  the  Light,  and  brine- 
«(»  (hy  Deeds  to  the  Light,  and  helieveft  in  the 
Light,  and  haft  thy  Body  full  of  Light,  by 
keeping  tb.  Eye  fingle  to  God,  and  in  and  to 

Things  that  may  tend  to  his  Glory  and  thy 
Duty  ;  thou  wilt  become  a  Child  of  the  Light 
and  receive  the  whole  Armour  of  Light  ;  this 
IS  that  which  will  arm  thee  on  the  right  ’Hand 
and  on  the  left  ;  Pat  off  thy  own  Righteouf- 
nefs,  which  it  may  be  thy  Bread:  hath  been 
too  much  poffefs’d  with,  and  put  on  Chrift’s 
Rjghteoufnefs  as  a  Breaji-plate,  for  it  much  im- 
boldens  in  imminent  Dangers,  and  alfo  at  ap¬ 
proaching  Death  ;  wait  upon  him  that  hath 
Power,  that  thy  Feet  may  be  Jhod  with  the  Pre¬ 
paration  oj  the  Gofpel  of  Peace  ;  fo  that  as  the 
Gofpel- Power,  and  Gofpel  -  Miniftry,  all  tend 
to  gather  into  the  Ways  of  the  Gofpel  and  of 
\  irtuc,  thou  may  ft  not  fail  to  be  a  Preacher 
of  Righteoufnefs  in  thy  Walking,  and  in  thy 
whole  Converlation  ;  for  this  is  one  of  the  good 
Ends  for  which  the  Gofpel-Power  hath  reached 
and  vifited  thy  Soul,  wz.  to  purge  it  and  make 
it  clean  ;  and  take  Care  to  have  upon  thy  Head 
the  Helmet  of  Salvation,  which  will  be  a  Strength 
and  as  a  Crown  to  thee,  not  only  in  the  many 
Encounters,  but  more  efpecially  in  thy  laft 
Encounter  with  Death  ;  and  that  thou  mayft 
have  Faith  as  a  Shield  to  put  on,  that  thou 
rnayft  overcome  the  World  and  have  Vidory  ; 
and  above  all  Things,  take  to  thyfelf  the  Sword 
of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Word  of  God,  that 
through  this  excellent  Armour  of  Proof,  thou 
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mayft  be  able  to  quench  all  the  Jlery  Darts  and 
‘Temptations  of  the  Devil, 

If  thou  art  a  Soldier  of  Chrift,  this  is  thy 
Armour  j  thefe  are  thy  Accoutrements  which 
fit  thee  for  thy  Vocation,  as  a  Follower  of  the 
Lamb  through  many  Encounters  with  thy  Ene¬ 
mies,  which  Armour  will  give  thee  the  Vidory, 
and  bring  thee  through  many  Tribulations, 
which  is  the  Way  to  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

Now  leaving  the  Eaftern  Parts  of  New- 
England,  and  thefe  fine  tender  People  on  Nan¬ 
tucket  Ifland,  with  fervent  Supplications  and 
Prayers  to  the  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth, 
that  he  will  profper  his  blelTed  Work  of 
Converfion  which  he  had  begun  amongft 
them,  and  in  all  fuch  upon  the  Face  of  the 
whole  Earth ;  in  the  next  Place  I  came  to  Lynn, 
to  Samuel  Callings,  where  I  had  not  been  long 
before  I  met  with  an  unufual  Exercife,  which 
I  had  expeded  tor  tome  time  would  fall  upon 
me,  viz. 

Having  heard  of  George  Keith's  Intention  of 
being  at  Lynn  Monthly-meeting  the  next  Day, 
(this  Lynn,  as  near  as  I  remember,  lies  between 
Salem  in  the  Eaft  Part  and  Boflon)  the  Evening 
coming  on,  as  I  was  writing  to  fome  Friends 
in  old  England,  one  came  in  hafte  to  defire 
me  to  come  down,  for  George  Keith  was  come 
to  the  Door,  and  a  great  Number  of  People 
and  a  Prieft  with  him,  and  was  railing  againft 
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Friends  exceediirgly.  I  faid,  Itiafmuch  as  1  mi- 
der flood  this  Lynn  Meeting  is,  although  large, 
moftly  a  iiewly  convinced  People,  I  advi/e  you  to 
be  Jwift  to  hear,  but  Jlow  to  Jpeak,  for  George 
Keith  hath  a  Life  in  Argument  ;  and  let  us, 
as  a  People,  feek  unto  and  cry  mightily  to  the 
-Lord,  to  look  down  upon  us,  and  help  us  for  his 
.Name's  Sake,  for  our  Prefervation,  that  none 
may  be  hurt.  ' 

The  Country  was  much  alarmed  ;  for,  as 
Friends  faid,  George  Keith  had  given  Notice  two 
Weeks  before-hand,  that  he  intended  to  be  at 
this  Monthly-meeting,  and  the  People  were  in 
great  Expedtation  to  hear  the  Sfiakers  run  down, 
for  George  Keith  had  boafted  'much  of  what  he 
would  prove  againft  Friends.  Soon  after  fome 
Paufe,  Retirement  and  fervent  feeking  to  the 
Lord  for  Diredlion  and  Counfel  in  this  important 
Affair,  I  went  to  the  Rails,  and  leaned  my 
Arms  on  them  near  George  Keith's  Horfe’s  Head, 
as  he  fat  on  his  Back,  and  many  People  were 
with  him  ;  but  the  few  Friends  who  were 
come  flood  with  me  in  the  Yard.  My  fervent 
Prayers  were  to  the  Lord,  that  if  he  gave  me 
any  thing  to  fpeak  to  George,  it  might  go  forth 
in  that  Power  and  Wifdom  which  was  able  to 
wound  that  wicked  Spirit  in  which  he  appear’d, 
and  boafted  over  Friends  after  the  following 
manner,  crying,  Is  here  a  Man  that  is  a  Scholar'? 
Is  here  a  Man  that  underftands  the  La^iguages 
amongd  you  ?  If  fo,  I  will  dijpute  with  him.  1  told 
him,  It  was  probable  that  the  Englifli  Longue 
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mofl  generally  underftood  and  iifed  ainongH 
that  People^  a?td  therefore  1  thought  it  was  the  heft 
to  keep  to  it.  He  went  on  and  laid,  Thhat  he  was 
come  in  the  Slueens  Name  to  gather  the  Quakers 
from  Quakerifm,  to  the  Mother  Churchy  the  good 
old  Church  of  England,  and  that  he  intended  to 
exhibit  in  our  Meeting  on  the  Morrow  thefe 
Charges  following  againft  us^  which^  he  faid,  he 
could  prove  we  were  guilty  of  out  of  our  Friends 
Books^  viz.  Errors,  Herefies,  damnable  Dodlrines 
and  Blafphemies  :  Look>  faid  he,  to  anfwer  for 
yourjelves^  for  if  you  do  fiot^  the  Auditory  will 
conclude^  that  what  I  exhibit  againfi  you  is  true, 

I  was  roufed  up  in  my  Spirit  in  a  holy  Zeal 
againft  his  wicked  Iniults  and  great  Threaten- 
ings,  and  faid  to  him,  rhat  it  ivas  the  Fruit  of 
Malice  and  Envy,  and  that  he  was  to  us  but  as 
an  heathen  Man  and  a  Publican  ;  (but  more  of 
this  anon.)  Then  he  began  to  csft  what  Slurs 
and  Odiums  he  could  upon  Friends,  with  fuch 
bitter  Invedtives  as  his  Malice  could  invent.  I 
ftood  with  an  attentive  Ear  and  a  watchful 
Mind  ;  for  as  I  ftood  leaning  upon  the  Rails, 
with  no  fmall  Concern  upon  my  Mind,  I  felt 
the  Lord’s  Power  ailfe,  and  by  it  my  Strength 
was  renewed  in  the  inner  Man,  and  Faith. 
V/ifdom  and  Courage  with  it,  fo  that  the  Fear 
of  Man,  with  all  his  Parts  and  Learning  was 
taken  from  me  ;  and  in  this  State  George  Keith 
appeared  to  me  but  as  a  little  Child,  or  as 
nothing :  Renowned  be  the  moft  excellent  Name 
of  the  Lord,  now  and  for  ever.  But  this  great 
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Champion  (Goliah  like,  at  leaft  in  his  Mind) 
I  fuppofed  fear’d  not  any  there;  he  overlooked 
us  al  ,  and  in  the  Pride  of  his  Heart  difdained 
us  ;  but  the  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth  looked 
down  upon  us  in  a  very  acceptable  Time,  and 
helped  us  for  his  Name’s  Sake,  and  covered  our 
Heads  in  the  Day  of  Battle  :  Glorified  be  his 
great  Name  for  ever. 

I  have  fometimes  thought  to  omit  fome  Part 
of  this  Account  concerning  George  Keith,  but 
remember  it  opened  very  clearly  in  my  Mind 
then,  and  I  faid  to  him,  That  the  Hand  of  the 
Lord  was  againft  him,  and  that  he  would  pour 
forth  Co72tempt  upon  him,  for  his  Dijobedience  and 
PFickcdneJs. 

But  to  return  to  his  Refledlions  ;  he  faid,  The 
Quakers  pretend  to  be  againft  all  Ceremonies,  but 
he  , could  prove  that  they  ifed  many  Ceremonies, 
as  taking  one  another  by  the  Hand,  and  Men 
laluting  one  another,  and  Women  doing  fo  to 
one  another,  and,  he  laid,  that  Women  did  falute 
Men  ;  yea,  they  had  done  it  to  him  ;  as  it  was 
generally  underlfood  by  thofe  who  heard  him, 
which  I  thought  not  worthy  my  Notice,  (but 
more  of  this  anon.)  He  w'ent  on  and  faid,  the 
Quakers  pretended  to  be  againft  all  Perfecution, 
but  they  were  not  clear,  for  the  Quakers  in 
Penfylvania  and  the  Jerleys  had  perfecuted  him, 
and  would  have  hangd  him,  but  that  there  was 
(ome  Alteration  in  the  G overnrnent. 
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Then  came  out  one  of  my  Arrows  which  cut 
and  wounded  him  deep  :  i  faid,  George,  that  is 
not  true.  Upon  that  the  Prieft  drew  near  and 
appeared  very  brifk,  and  faid,  I  had  as  good  as 
charged  Mr,  Keith  (as  he  called  him)  with  a 
Lye,  I  replied.  Give  me  Lime^  and  1  will  prove 
that  which  George  faid,^  was  not  true,  and  then 
thou  and  he  may  take  your  Advantage  to  refcue 
him  from  that  Epithet  of  a  Lyer  if  you  can,  T  he 
Prieft  faid,  1  knew  not  Mr,  Keith  :  I  replied.  If 
he  knew  him  as  well  as  I  did^  he  would  he  afhaind 
to  he  there  as  an  Abettor  of  him.  The  Prieft  got 
away,  and  troubled  me  no  more  in  all  the  En¬ 
gagements  that  George  and  I  had  afterwards 
(although  the  faid  Prieft  was  with  him.)  Then 
I  demanded  of  George^  What  PFay  our  Friends 
proceeded  again/i  him,  and  what  Meafures  they 
took,  as  he  would  infinuate,  to  bring  him  to  the 
Gallows  ?  But  I  perceived  Fear  began  to  furprize 
the  Hypocrite,  and  he  thinking  by  my  Boldnefs 
I  was  an  Inhabitant  in  thofe  Parts,  and  knew 
his  Abufe  to  Friends  in  thefe  Provinces,  and 
their  peaceable  Behaviour  towards  him,  was 
willing  to  let  the  matter  drop,  and  demanded 
my  Name,  which  was  told  him.  I  then  alked. 
How  be  could  have  a  Face  to  urge  fuch  a  iiotorious 
Untruth  in  the  View  of  that  People  who  were 
much  Strangers  to,  and  ignorant  of  the  Froubles 
and  Differences,  chiefly  created  by  him,  among 
Friends  in  thefe  Parts  ? 

This  Meeting  (as  before  mentioned)  being 
generally  newly  convinced  of  the  Truth,  there- 
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fore  I  urged  to  have  him  come  to  the  Particulars 
of  Friends  Proceedings  againft  him,  that  even 
for  very  Shame,  among  thofe  Strangers  he 
would  let  forth  as  far  as  he  could  in  Truth,  the 
Steps  Friends  had  taken  in  perlecuting  him,  as 
he  pretended  ;  but  he  would  not  meddle  in  the 
leaft  with  ic.  Then  I  Ihcwed  him,  and  the 
People,  the  Falfity  of  his  Charge,  and  the 
Wr  ickednefs  of  his  Spirit,  and  the  Peaceabienefs 
of  Fiicnd  s  Behaviour  towards  him,  and  what 
great  Affronts  and  Provocations  they  had  put  up 
with  at  his  Hand,  as  I  had  it  from  thofe  who 
were  Eye  and  Ear  Witneffes  of  it  ;  For,  as  I 
fhewed  George  Ketth^  I  had  fearched  into  the 
Bottom  of  ihefe  Matters,  and  heard  that  when 
he  flood  before  Governors  and  Affembly-Men  in 
their  Couits  of  Judicature,  when  they  were  met 
about  the  Affairs  of  the  three  Provinces,  he  has 
tore  open  his  Buttons  and  told  them,  His  Back 
tickled  for  a  If  hipping^  and  could  they  not  cut 
him  into  Lollops^  and  Jr y  and  eat  them  ^ith  Salt  ; 
and  that  he  fcornd  they  fhould  wipe  his  Shoes  : 
All  which,  with  much  more,  I  told  him  I  could 
prove  againjl  him.  And  when  he  faw  he  could 
not  provoke  Friends  to  give  him  fome  condign 
Punifhment,  which  I  thought,  as  I  laid  to  him, 
none  but  triends  would  have  (pared,  efpecially, 
when  bis  Back  tickled  jo  much  Jor  a  fV hipping  j 
but  they  like  Men  of  Peace  and  Religion  over¬ 
look’d  it  all,  and  he  like  a  Man  full  of  Malice, 
rather  than  want  lomethirg  to  flur  and  blacken 
Friends  with,  writ  a  Letter  I  know  not  where, 
but  dated  it  from  Bridlington  Prifon  in 
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Jerfey.  It  muft  have  been  dated  on  the  Outfide 
of  the  Prifon,  the  Doors  being  lock’d,  fo  that 
he  could  not  get  into  it  ;  yet  this  went  current 
far  off,  ibat  George  Keith  was  in  Prijon  ; 
conlequently  by  Friends  Procurement,  they  be¬ 
ing  chief  at  the  Helm  of  Government  in  thofe 
three  Provinces. 

I  allced,  What  he  had  to  fay  to  all  this^  for  it 
•was  all  provable  ?  He  did  not  objedl  one  Word 
againft  what  I  had  faid,  but  vainly  hoping  for 
better  Succefs  relating  to  his  Undertaking  in  old 
England,  finding  me  (as  he  might  fuppofe)  fo  well 
vers’d  in  the  American  Affairs,  hoped,  no  doubt, 
that  I  had  been  more  ignorant  of  the  Affairs  in 
Britain  :  But  poor  Man,  he  fped  as  ill  there- 
alfo  ;  for  he  boaftingly  faid,  Since  it  pleafed  God 
to  open  his  Eyes  to  fee  into  the  worft  of  the  (fakers 
Errors  ;  although,  he  faid.  Charity  did  oblige  him 
to  confirue  every  Phing  at  the  bejl  •whiljl  in  Fel- 
lowfilp  with  them,  but  fmee  they  were  fo  opened, 
as  he  faid,  he  had  been  injlruniental  to  bring  from 
Quakerifm,  to  the  good  old  Mother  Church  in  old 
England,  fve  hundred  People.  I  replied,  That  is 
not  true  :  If  he  rightly  confidered  what  he  had 
done  in  old  England,  he  had  little  Caufe  to  boaft  ; 
for,  I  faid,  I  thought  about  as  many  Perfons  as 
he  fpoke  of  Hundreds,  would  make  up  the  Number 
there  ;  and  if  there  was  Occafion  I  could  name  all 
or  mofi  of  them  :  And  withal  told '  him,  that 
jome  of  thofe  few,  whilfl  amongfl  us,  •were  grown 
to  be  neither  honourable  nor  comfortable  to  us. 
I  urged  George,  if  he  could,  to  name  or  make 
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appear  more  in  Number  than  I  had  mentioned 

^at  he  had  lo  gathered,  as  he  had  falllv  faid! 

This  was  a  very  great  Stroke  upon  him,  and  put 
hum  to  a  ftand.  ^ 


He  then  began  to  alk  of  my  Country,  and 
from  whence  I  came  ?  With  the  Account  of 
which  I  humoured  him  ;  yet  withal  put  him 
in  mind  of  his  great  Brag,  and  importuned  him 
to  make  fomething  appear  towards  that  great 
Matter  he  had  done  in  old  England,  even  for 
very  Hiame  ;  for  1  was  alham’d  for  him,  that  a 
Man  of  his  Learning,  Parts  and  Pretenfions, 
fhould  fo  expofe  himlelf ;  but  he  went  no  far¬ 
ther  about  it.  Then  I  fliewed  to  the  People 
what  fort  of  a  Man  he  was,  (as  they  themfelves 
could  not  but  fee,  who  were  impartial)  and 
that  he  was  not  worthy  of  our  Notice,  for  he 

cared  not  what  he  faid,  fo  that  he  could  but 
calumniate  and  abufe  us. 


By  this  Time  he  appeared  fomewhat  glutted 
with  the  fharp  Sword  and  keen  Arrow  the  Lord 
gave  me,  which  cut  and  wounded  deep,  fo  that 
from  this  Time  I  did  not  find  in  our  after  En¬ 
counters,  he  appear’d  at  any  Time  fo  bold  and 
defperately  hardy,  but  rather  exprlTed  himfelf, 
,altho’ very  wickedly,  yet  in  a  fofter  Tone.  He 
was  now  for  being  gone,  threatning  us  with  what 
he  would  do  on  the  Morrow  ;  but  I  reminded 
him,  that  he  was  to  us  as  an  heathen  Man  or 
a  Publican,  and  that  what  he  exhibited  againfl 
us,  being  but  the  Fruits  of  Wrath  and  Envy, 
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as  fuch  we  flighted  and  trod  it  under  our  Feet 
as  Dirt,  and  rather  deflred  his  Abfence  than  his 
Company  :  So  away  he  went,  only  telling  us, 
he  would  be  with  us  in  the  Morning.  We 
underftood  by  it,  that  he  intended  to  be  with 
us  at  the  Friend’s  Houfe,  the  Meeting- houfe 
being  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  our 
Lodgings. 

The  Evening  coming  on,  the  neighbouring 
Prejliyterian  Women  fell  hard  upon  our  Women 
Friends  about  their  fainting  Men,  which  George 
Keith  had  charged  upon  them,  as  was  generally 
underflood  in  the  Plural,  and  this  appeared  as 
a  Confirmation,  as  they  alledged,  becaufe  when 
charged,  I  made  no  Reply  to  it,  as  1  had  done  to 
all  or  mofl  other  Charges,  and  had  overthrown 
Mr-  Keith,  as  they  laid,  fo  that  he  -  was  not  able 
to  /land  before  me.  They  ought  to  have  laid 
before  the  Lord  in  the  firfl:  place.  But  how  the 
Women  might  clear  themfelves  of  that  Reflec¬ 
tion  was  the  prefent  Bulinefs  ;  I  faid,  I  thought 
it  would  be  the  beft,  at  a  Juitable  'Time  in  the 
Morning  when  George  Keith  was  come,  that  by 
handjomly  bringing  the  Matter  over  him,  they 
might  learn  what  Women  they  were  who  fainted 
him,  and  fo  clear  themfelves  from  the  Ref  eSlion 
cafi  upon  them  ;  for,  I  faid,  perhaps  he  will 
limit  it  to  fome  of  his  near  Kinded  (as  Wife, 
Mother,  Sijier,  Daughter)  which  may  ferve  for 
a  Salvo  in  this  prefent  Cafe  ;  for  I  did  not 
know  of  any  fuch  general  Pradtice  in  any  Place 
where  I  had  been,  and  I  had  vifited  mofl  of 
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the  Meetings  in  England,  Scotland,  and  V/ales. 
So^  in  the  Morning,  when  George,  with  two 
Priefts,  and  many  People  were  come,  with 
fome  Friends,  who  filled  the  Houfe,  a  Woman 
Friend  flood  up,  and  brought  the  Matter  dif- 
creetly  over  George  Keith.  But  when  flie  put 
the  (^eflion  in  the  Plural,  (Women)  he  fliifted 
the  Term  and  faid,  He  did  not  fay  Women.  I 
defired  the  Friend  to  call  to  her  Neighbours 
who  heard  what  George  Keith  had  faid  the  laft 
Evening,  and  were  now  prefent.  How  they  un- 
derflood  the  Word  ?  One  like  a  wife  and  juft 
Man  faid,  He  would  do  Juft  ice  to  every  Man  ; 
and  he  under  food  that  George  faid  'Women ; 
and  many  faid  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  but  none 
to  the  contrary.  The  Friends  afked  me,  How 
I  under  flood  the  W ord  ?  Hs  being  a  North  Country- 
man,  1  might  know  better  the  North  or  Scotch 
Dialect  than  they.  I  reply’d.  They  had  a  broad 
Way  of  exprejjing  the  Word  Woman,  rather 
Jcujiding  it  like  the  plural,  but  1  underflood  it 
Women,  as  the  above-mentioned  dilcrcet  Man 
had  faid. 

The  next  Queftion  (he  put  to  him  was.  What 
Woman  f  He  anfwered,  A  good  old  motherly 
Woman  that  was  gone  to  Heaven  many  Tears 
ago.  Then  (he  afked,  What  Country-woman  ? 
He  reply'd,  A  Scotch  Woman.  The  Friend  faid, 
It  was  very  well  that  he  had  cleared  all  the  World 
of  that  Fault  ( if  it  might  be  fo  term’d )  but 
Scotland,  a7id  the  Woman  dead  many  Tears  ago. 
The  Woman  Friends  were  greatly  faiisfii-d, 
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tsd  glad  they  were  fd  finely  dlfcharged  of  that 
which  fome  counted  a  foul  Refledtion,  and 
efpecially  before  their  zealous  Neighbours  the 
PreJbytej'ians,  who  (as  the  Friends  laid)  pro¬ 
bably  might  have  twitted  them  with  it,  whether 
the  Matter  was  true  or  fajfe,  if  it  had  not  been 
clear’d  up  5  but,  as  I  (aid  to  George,  it  was  a 
Rejieblion  for  Rejiedlion's  Sake  :  For  i  was  willing 
to  fet  every  Thing  that  was  wrong  .(as  far  as  I 
was  capable)  in  its  proper  Light,  that  Friends 
and  others,  of  all  Perfwafions  and  Qualities 
who  were  prefent,  might  fee  Things  as  they 
really  were,  and  not  be  deceived  ;  and  I  had 
much  Satisfadtion  in  fo  doing.  And  inafmuch 
as  I  was  engaged  in  the  Defence  of  the  Truth, 
it  appeared  the  moft  clear  to  me  to  load  him 
with  his  own  Lies,  Miftak.es  and  Wickednefs, 
and  to  do  what  vve  did,  as  much  as  in  us  lay, 
in  the  Lord’s  mighty  Power  j  for  he  appeared 
to  me,  like  to  the  Angels  who  kept  not  their 
firft  State. 

Matters  being  thus  far  gone  through,  and 
the  Meeting-time  drawing  on,  I  was  in  fome 
Concern  of  Mind,  left  any  Ihould  be  hurt  by 
either  hearing  or  anfwering  George  Keith,  he 
having  a  great  Propenfity  to  jangling  j  it  there- 
.  fore  opened  in  my  Mind  to  alk  him  a  Queftion, 
withal  reminding  him,  that  he  was  but  to  us  as 
an  heathen  Man  or  a  Publican,  yet  he  might,  if 
he  pleas’d,  anfvver  me  the  Queftion,  which  was, 
IV bet  her  he  was  always  found  in  the  fundamental 
P)o£lrines  of  Chriftianity,  yea,  or  nay  ?  Upon 
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which  he  fat  a  confiiderable  Time  in  Silence, 
of  which  I  was  truly'  glad,  my  Spirit  being 
much  bowed  under  the  Apprehenfion  I  had  of 
the  weighty  Exercife  that  was  likely  to  attend 
the  approaching  Meeting.  But  before  we  part¬ 
ed,  George  flood'  up,  and  taking  his  Staif  in 
his  Hand  by  the  Middle,  faid,  While  he  was  a 
Quaker,  he  thought  as  Paul  thought,  that  he  had 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  when  he  had  the  Spirit 
oj  God,  then  he  wrote  found  Things,  but  when  he 
had  it  not,  then  he  wrote  unfound  Things.  I 
alked.  Whether  thefe  unfound  Things  he  wrote 
were  in  Fundamentals,  yea  or  nay  f  If  not  in 
Fundamentals,  then  my  ^ejlion  remained  frm 
and  untouched.  He  would  have  gone  from  the 
Matter,  but  I  reminded  him  of  it  again,  as  I 
fuppofed  he  forelaw  that  he  could  not  anfwer 
it,  but  by  bringing  a  Stroke  upon  himfelf,  for 
if  he  had  owned  his  being  unfound,  I  had  it 
under  his  own  Hand,  in  a  Book  written  after 
he  left  Friends,  that  he  was  always  found,  ^c. 
And  if  he  had  faid,  he  was  always  found  in  the 
Fundamentals,  as  before,  then  I  intended  to  have 
afked.  Why  he  left  us  ?  For  he  advocated  the 
fame  orthodox  Principles  which  we  believed 
and  taught ;  but  we  ended  quietly,  and  prepared 
to  go  to  the  great  Meeting,  for  by  this  Time 
many  Friends  and  People  were  come,  and 
coming  from  every  Quarter,  to  fee  and  hear 
how  Matters  would  .  go  between  the  poor 
fakers,  and  this  great  Champion  in  his  Heart 
George  Keith,  for  I  thought  he  moft  refembled 
the  great  Goliah  of  Gath,  who  defied  the  Armies 
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of  the  living  God,  of  any  I  had  ever  yet  feen  in 
all  my  Travels,  in  a  religious  Refpedt. 

Now  to  the  Meeting  we  went ;  George- Keith, 
with  two  Priefts  and  a  great  many  People 
gathered  together  of  ,  feveral  Profeffions  and 
Qualities  into  one  Body,  and  Friends  and  fome 
friendly  People  into  another  Body  ;  and  as  we 
came  near  to  the  Meeting-houfe,  I  ftood  dill, 
and  took  a  View  of  the  People,  and  it  appear’d 
to  me  as  if  two  Armies  were  going  to’  engage 
in  Battle  :  There  appear’d  with  George  Keith 
Men  of  confiderable  Eftates,  Parts  and  Learn¬ 
ing,  and  we  appear’d  like  poor  Shrubs  ;  and, 
under  a  Senfe  of  our  prefent  State,  I  had  like 
to  have  been  difrnay’d,  and  my  Faith  had  even 
like  to  have  failed  me  }  but  I  cried  mightily  to 
the  God  and  Fountain  of  all  our  tender  Mercies, 
that  he  would  look  down  upon  us,  and  help  us 
in  this  Time  of  great  Exercife,  which  was  not 
hid  from  him  ;  but  his  penetrating  Eye  faw, 
and  his  watchful  Providence  attended  us,  blefTed 
be  his  Name  for  ever.  I  continued  my  fervent 
Prayers  and  Interceffions  to  the  Lord  of  Hofls, 
that  he  would  arife  for  his  great  Name’s  Sake, 
and  work  for  us  that  Day,  that  the  Enemies 
of  Truth  might  not  triumph  or  vaunt  over  us, 
and  that  none  of  thefe  tender  Plants,  which 
he  had  brought  to  the  faving  Knowledge  of  the 
Truth,  might  be  hurt. 

I  had  no  fooner  thus  heartily  fought  to  the 
Lord,  but  1  felt  renewed  Strength  come  upon 
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me,  and  the  Fear  of  Man  was  taken  away 
from  me,  and  I  faw  evidently  that  Truth  would 
have  the  Victory  that  Day,  and  my  Faith  and 
Confidence  was  greatly  ftrengthned  in  the  Lord. 
Thefe  Breathings  forth  of  rny  Spirit  to  the  Lord 
were  in  fecret,  without  Words  to  be  heard  by 
Men,  but  the  Lord  hears  and  knows  the  Diftrefs 
and  Language  of  the  Spirit. 

Being  thus  enpopraged  in  myfelf,  it  arofe  in 
Heart  to  Ipeak  to  Friends  before  we  went 
into  the  Meeting-houfe,  and  I  advifed  them  to 
be  Juift  to  bear  and  flow  to  [peak,  and  that  what 
was  Jpoken  might  be  in  the  Lord's  Power,  for  that 
wounds  George  the  mofi,  and  Jlays  that  wicked 
and  ranting  Spirit  in  him,  more  than  all  the 
Wijdom  of  Words  without  if  j  and  let  us  maintain 
our  ’Tejlimony  of  Denial  againft  him,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  get  together  into  one  Body,  that  we  may 
he  an  Help  and  Strength  one  to  another  %  and  let 
every  one  who  knovos  the  Lord,  cry  mightily  unto 
him,  that  his  living  Power  and  Prefence  may  be 
amongft  us,  and  1  believed  the  Lord  would  not 
juffer  any  to  be  hurt.  So  the  Meeting  gathered, 
and  immediately  after,  George  fiood  up  to 
tel!  us  (as  before)  That  he  was  come  in  the 
^een’s  Name,  to  gather  Quakers  from  Quaker- 
ilm,  to  the  good  old  Mother  Church,  thy  Church 
England,  (as  he  called  it)  and  that  he  could 
prove  out  of  our  own  Books,  that  we  held  Errors, 
Herefits,  damnable  Dodtiines,  Blafphemies  j; 
with  a  Threat  to  look  to  our f elves  to  anfwer,  or 
clje  the  Auditory  would  conclude,  that  what  he 
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exhibited  again(i  us  was  true.  I  expeded  fome 
of  the  elder  Friends  would  fay  fomething  to 
him,  but  none  did  ;  and  I  having  a  deep  Concern 
upon  my  Mind,  left  Truth,  or  the  Friends  of 
Truth,  fhould  lulfer  thro’  our  Mifmanagement, 
and  fuch  as  waited  for  Occafion,  might  have  an 
Occafion  adminiftred  by  us  againft  ourfelves  ;  I 
fay,  under  this  Concern  of  Mind  I  flood  up, 
and  fignified  to  the  People  what  manner  of 
Man  George  Keith  was  j  Notwithflanding  he  had 
’walked  many  Years  amo?igfi  us,  yet  towards  the 
latter-end  of  his  fo  walking  ’with  us,  he  gre’iv 
wery  troublefome,  by  reafon  of  a  contentious  spirit 
which  did  poffefs  him  ;  and  after  much  Labour 
and  exercifing  of  Latience,  and  extending  of  Love 
towards  him,  in  order  to  recover  and  reclaim 
him,  all  that  Labour  of  Love  and  much  For¬ 
bearance  would  not  avail,  but  he  ftill  perfifed 
in  the  Work  of  Contention  and  Dijlurbance  : 
Fhen  he  was  publickly  difowned,  and  teftifed 
againft  by  us,  as  a  Ferjon  with  whom  we  had 
no  Unity  or  Fellowfjip.  And  being  thus  caji  out, 
he  became  to  us  (agreeable  to  the  Sayings  of 
Jefus  Chriji)  as  an  heathen  Man  or  a  Publi¬ 
can  ;  and  being  thus  disjointed,  to  expofe  us, 
what  lay  in  his  Power,  to  all  Sorts  of  People, 
he  choje  printing  againft  us  ;  wherein  he  hath 
much  abufed  us,  in  leaving  out  many  times  the 
explanatory  Parts  of  Sentences,  and  coining  V/ords 
to  make  the  Meaning  appear  different  from  what 
was  defign’d,  and  indeed,  for  ’what  was  moft  fair 
and  genuine  ;  Fherefore,  fame  of  our  Friends  found 
themfelves  concern'd  to  follow  fun  in  Print,  for 
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the  clearing  m  from  what  he,  through  Envy 
would  have  willingly  faftened  upon  us,  and  to 
return  his  Self-contradidlions,  Mi/interpretations, 
and  Mifappli  cat  ions  of  our  hVritings  upon  him- 
Jelf,  and  to  clear  our  own  Innocency,  and  manife/i 
the  Perverfnefs  and  Wickednefs  of  his  Spirit  : 
Neither  do  we,  as  a  People,  hold  ourjelves  to 
be  under  any  Obligation  to  follow  him  into 
foreign  Parts  of  the  W or  Id,  to  anfwer  his  Ar~ 
laignments  and  Charges,  ,  not  being  confcious  to 
ourjelves  that  we  hold  any  Phing  contrary  to 
found  and  orthodox  DcSlnne  ;  and  aljb  knowing 
that  what  he  exhibits  again jl  us,  is  the  Fruit 
of  Envy  and  Malice,  as  fuch  we  rejeSl  it  and 
trample  it  under  our  Feet  ;  and  were  it  not  for 
your  Sakes,  who  are  Strangers  to  thefe  Things, 
we  fould  take  no  further  Notice  of  George 
Keith,  than  to  fight  and  rejeSi  him  as  ,a  Man 
that  cares  not  w>hat  he  feeys,  nor  is  he  voorthy 
of  our  Notice, 

Then  paufing  a  little,  George  being  quiet,  a 
Friend  flood  up  with  a  fliort,  but  living  Tefti- 
inony,  and  then  my  Companion  ;  all  this  in 
much  Weight  and  with  good  Demonftration. 
After  them  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  open  my 
Mouth,  I  think  in  as  much  Strength,  Clearnefs 
and  Demonftration  as  ever,  beginning  with 
the  following  Words:  In  that  Way  you  call 
Herefy  do  we  worfip  the  God  of  our  Fathers, 
believing  all  Things  that  are  written  concerning 
Jefus  Chrifi,  both  as  to  his  God-head  and  Man¬ 
hood  ;  giving  a  fummary  Account  of  his  Birth, 
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working  of  Miracles,  feme  of  his  DoOrine, 
Sufferings  and  Death,  Afeenfion  and  Glorifica¬ 
tion,  the  Coming  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  or 
Comforter,  to  lead  all  thofe  who  receive,  be- 
lieve,  and  obey  it,  into  all  Truth :  Having 
great  Openings  concerning  the  Law  and  Pro¬ 
phets,  and  the  Beginning,  Service  and  End  of  the 
Miniftration  of  yohn  the  Baptifi.  The  People 
appeared  very  much  down  and  attentive,  for  the 
Lord’s  heavenly  baptizing  Power  was  amongft 
us  that  Day  :  It  was  thought  many  were  there 
who  had  not  been  at  any  of  our  Meetings  of 
Worfhip  before,  and  the  Prefence  of  the  Priefts 
there,  opened  a  Door  for  all  the  reft. 

I  being  clear,  left  them  unto  the  Grace  of 
God,  and  unto  their  free  Teacher  Chrift,  whole 
heavenly  Power  in  the  Appearance  of  his  Spirit, 
the  iaft  and  lading  Difpenfation,  was  exalted 
that  Day  above  ail  the  fhadowy  and  typical 
Things  that  ever  had  been  in  the  World  :  A 
good  Meeting  it  was,  and  Friends  were  mutually 
c^omforted  and  edified  in  the  internal  Prefence 
of  the  Lord. 

The  Pried:  of  this  Place,  whofe  Name  was 
Skeppard.,  before  my  Mouth  was  opened  in 
Teftimony,  made  Preparation  to  write  ;  and 
when  I  began  to  (peak,  he  had  his  Hat  upon 
his  Knee,  and  his  Paper  upon  its  Crown,  and 
Pen  and  Ink  in  his  Hands,  and  made  many 
Motions  to  write,  but  writ  nothing  ;  as  he  be¬ 
gan  fo  he  ended,  without  writing  at  all.  And 
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as  Friends  entered  the  Meeting-houfe  In  the 
Lord’s  Power,  even  that  Power  which  cut 
Rahah,  and  wounded  the  Dragon,  which  had 
been  at  work,  kept  down  in  a  good  degree 
the  wrong  Spirit  in  George,  for  he  appear’d 
much  down  ;  but  this  bufy  Prieft  called  to  him 
feveral  Times  to  make  his  Reply  to  what  I  had 
fpoke.  After  fome  Time,  I  faid  to  the  Prieft, 
in  Behalf  of  the  Meeting,  That  he  might  have 
Liberty  to  make  Reply.  He  propofed  to  have 
another  Day  appointed  for  a  Difpute  ;  to  which 
I  faid.  If  he  did  make  a  voluntary  Challenge, 
(which  he  (hould  not  fay  we  put  him  upon)  we, 
or  fome  of  m  (meaning  Friends)  if  a  Day  and 
Place  were  agreed  upon,  fljould  find  it  our  Concern 
to  anjwer  him  as  well  as  we  could.  He  faid.  He 
would  have  Mr.  Keith  to  be  with  him  :  I  told 
him,  ]J  he  Jhould,  and  meddled  in  ihe  Difpute, 
if  I  was  there,  I  fmild  rejedl  him  for  Reafons 
before  ajfgn'd.  When  the  Prieft  had  faid  this 
and  fomewhat  more,  an  Elder  of  the  Prejbyte- 
rian  Congregation  clapt  him  on  the  Shoulder, 
and  bid  him  fit  down  ;  fo  he  was  quiet,  and 
then  ftood  up  George  Keith,  and  owned  He  had 
been  refrefied  amongfl  us  that  Day,  and  had 
heard  a  great  many  found  Truths,  with  fome 
Errors,  but  that  it  was  not  the  common  DoBrine 
which  the  Quakers  preached. 

I  then  ftood  up  and  faid,  I  had  fomething  to 
fay  to  obviate  what  Georgt  Keith  would  inpnuate  ; 
for  his  Drift  was  to  intufe  an  Opinion  into 
them,  that  the  fakers  did  not  commonly 
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preach  up  Faith  in  the  Manhood  of  Chrift,  as  I 
had  done  that  Day  ;  I  appealed  to  the  Auditory, 
whether  any  thought  there  was  a  Neceflity 
frequently  to  prefs  a  Matter  fo  univerfally  re¬ 
ceived  among  Chrijiians^  as  Faith  in  the 
Manhood  of  Chrijl  was  ?  Yet  we,  as  a  People, 
had  fo  often  and  clearly  demonftrated  our 
Faith  in  the  Manhood  of  Chrift,  both  in  our 
Teftimonies  and  Writings,  as  might  fatisfy  any 
unbials’d  Perfon,  or  fuch  who  were  not  preju¬ 
diced  againft  us  ;  and  we  know  not  of  any 
People  who  believe  more  fcripturally  in  the 
Manhood  of  Chrift  than  we  do  :  But  inafmuch 
as  the  Grace,  Light  and  holy  Spirit,  is  highly 
concern’d  in  the  Work  of  Man’s  Salvation,  as 
well  as  what  Chrift  did  for  us  without  us,  and 
this  being  yet  much  a  Myftery  to  many  called 
ChrUiians,  it  pleafes  God  to  open,  in  the  Courfe 
of  our  Miniftry,  into  the  Meaning  and  Myftery 
thereof,  and  to  prefs  the  latter  more  than  the 
former.  To  which  George  made  no  Reply,  but 
began  to  exhibit  his  Charges  againft  us  (as  men¬ 
tioned  before)  and  faid.  He  could  prove  them  out 
of  our  Friends  Books,  naming  George  Fox  and 
Edward  Burrough,  8cc.  He  had  in  a  Paper  a 
great  many  Quotations  out  ol  Friends  Books, 
and  a  young  Man  with  him  had  many  Books 
in  a  Bag,  out  of  which^  he  faid,  he  would  prove 
the  Charges  he  was  about  to  exhibit  againji  ust 

He  was  now  crowded  up  into  the  Gallery 
between  me  and  the  Rail,  with  a  Paper  in  his 
Hand  j  and  I  ftanding  over  him,  and  being 
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taller,  could  fee  his  Quotations  and  his  Para- 
phrafes  upon  them,  on  which  I  told  him  loudly, 
that  all  the  Meeting  might  hear,  That  he  offered 
Violence  to  that  Senfe  and  Under  [landing  which 
God  had  given  him,  and  he  knew  in  his  Confcience, 
we  were  not  that  People,  neither  were  our  Friends 
Writings  either  damnable  or'  blajphemous,  as  he 
through  Envy  endeavoured  to  make  the  World 
believe,  and  that  he  would  not  have  Peace  in  fx 
doing,  but  Trouble  from  the  Lord  in  his  Con- 
jcience.  I  fpoke  in  the  Lord’s  dreadful  Power, 
and  George  trembled  fo  much  as  I  feldom  ever 
faw  any  Man  do  :  I  pitied  him  in  my  Heart, 
yet  as  Moj'es  faid  once  concerning  Ifrael,  I  felt 
the  Wrath  of  the  Lord  go  forth  againft  him  : 
George  faid.  Do  not  judge  me  ;  I  reply’d.  The 
Lord  judges,  and  all  who  are  truly  one  in  Spirit 
with  the  Lord,  cannot  hut  judge  thee.  So  he  gave 
over,  and  it  appearing  a  luitable  Time  to  break 
up  the  Meeting,  Friends  parted  in  great  Love, 
Tendernefs  and  Brokennefs  of  Heart  ;  for  the 
Lord’s  mighty  Power  had  been  in  and  over 
the  Meeting  from  the  Beginning  to  the  End 
thereof,  glorified  and  renowned  be  his  moft 
excellent  Name,  now  and  for  ever,  for  his 
Mercies  are  many  to  thofe  that  love  and  fear 
him,  who  is  the  Fulnefs  of  all  Good. 

This  Meeting  was  not  only  for  Worfliip,  but 
alfo  for  Bufinefs,  as  I  faid  to  the  People  at  ©ur- 
parting  j  '  it  was  Friends  Monthly-meeting,  in 
which  their  Poor,  Fatherlefs,  and  Widows, 
were  taken  Care  of,  and  fuch  other  Things  as 

concern 
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concern  them  as  a  People.  Two  Friends  were 
defired  to  day,  to  hear  what  George  had  to  fay 
to  them  who  remained,  which  faid  two  Friends 
gave  an  Account  to  us  afrerwards,  that  George 
(aid  to  the  People  after  we  were  gone,  That  the 
Quakers  had  lef  t  none  to  difpute  with  him  but  an 
Afs  and  a  Fool  when  I  heard  it,  I  faid,  Could 
you  not  have  reply  d.  An  Ajl  was  once  made  Ju£i’‘ 
dent  to  reprove  the  Madnefs  oj  the  Prophet, 

George  called  to  fee  me  the  next  Day,  and 
faid,  Tou  had  the  Advantage  over  me  Teller  day, 
for  you  per/uaded  me  to  be  quiet  until  you  had 
done,  and  then  you  would  not  jiay  to  hear  7710 ; 
neither  indeed  were  we  under  any  Obligation  fo 
to  do  :  I  told  him,  1  hoped  that  Truth  would 
always  have  the  Advantage  over  thofe  who  oppofed 
it  ;  and  fo  we  parted,  but  met  again  upon 
Rhode-IJland  ;  the  Governor  of  which  Place, 
who  was  a  friendly  Man,  having  heard  of  my 
Intention  of  coming  thither,  ordered  the  De¬ 
puty-Governor,  when  I  came,  to  have  me  to 
him,  which  he  did  ;  and  when  he  faw  me  at 
the  Door,  and  after  Enquiry  heard  my  Name, 
he  took  me  by  the  Hand  and  led  me  like  a 
Brother,  or  rather  more  like  a  tender  Father, 
into  a  Room,  fetting  me  down  by  him,  and 
then  began  to  fay,  I  have  heard  much  of  you, 
and  I  defred  to  fee  you  long,  and  am  glad  you  are 
here.  I  finding  him  near  me  in  Spirit,  was  very 
open  in  my  Mind  to  him,  and  anfwered  him 
with  much  Clearnefs  and  Satisfadlion.  I  re¬ 
member  he  afked,  Whether  I  thought  }he  Sournefs. 
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in  the  Minds  of  the  Prefbyterians  againft  us,  was 
not  rather  abated  f  I  told  him,  I  did  believe  it 
was  ;  and  ij  our  Friends  did  but  obferve  to  walk 
wifely,  and  live  up  to  what  they  profeffed,  they 
would  overcome-  it  all.  He  faid,  'That  was  the 
rVay,  and  there  was  not  another  comparable  to  it ; 
and,  as  he  faid,  and  I  believe  it  was  fo,  he  had 
m  other  V tew  in  fending  for  me,  but  to  manifefl 
his  RefpeSls  to  me,  and  to  do  me  any  Service  that 
lay  in  his  Power  I  told  him,  /  was  fenfible  of 
his  Love,  and  wifh'd  I  could  be  capable  of  retali¬ 
ating  that  which  in  Gratitude  his  Kindnefs  to 
me  called  for  :  He  faid,  he  defined  no  more  than 
when  1  came  that  W ay  I  would  vifit  him,  if  he 
was  hying.  I  told  him,  1  intended  fo  to  do,  if 
ever  it  voas  my  Lot  to  come  there  again.  I  then 
defired  he  would  be  at  the  Meeting  next  Day, 
George^  Keith,  propofing  to  be  there,  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood  it  would  be  very  large  ;  which  he  promifed 
he  would,  and  accordingly  came. 

George  made  little  Didurbance  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Meeting,  but  commanded  the 
Governor  to  quiet  the  ^takers  :  A  Pried  faid, 
Mr.  Keith,  you  ought  not  to  command  the  Governor, 
but  intreat  him  j  well  then,  He  intreated  the 
Governor  to  quiet  the  Quakers,  that  he  might 
be  heard  j  whereupon  the  Governor,  like  a  Man 
of  Juftice  and  Wifdom,  flood  up  and  faid, 

Jt  was  not  in  his  Power  to  quiet  the  Quakers  ; 
inafmuch  as  the  Houfe  is  theirs,  and  they  have 
appointed  the  Meeting,  it  is  but  reafonable  they 
Jhould  have  their  Liberty,  and  if  they  be  willing, 

when 
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fwhcn  they  have  done,  you  have  your  "Liberty  to  fay 
what  you  have  to  fay  to  thofe  who  will  flay  to 
hear  you  :  So  the  Governor  being  next  me, 
lean’d  his  Hand  upon  me,  and  went  away  in 
a  fober  Manner,  George  was  quiet,  and  we  had 
a  good  Meeting,  and  fo  parted, 

'  After  moft  of  the  Friends  were  gone,  a 
Friend  and  I  went  to  the  Meeting-houfe  Door, 
to'  hear  what  George  faid  ;  he  held  his  Bible  in 
his  Hand,  and  faid.  It  was  promifed  that  the 
Gofpel  Jlmild  be  preached  unto  every  Creature  under 
Heaven  ;  but  if  it  was  truly  tranjlated,  it  would 
be  in  every  Creature,  (not  in  every  Creature  as 
Horfe,  Cow,  &c.  but  in  every  rational  Creature 
of  Mankind  :)  And  then  their  Meeting  broke  up 
in  Confufion, 

My  next  Remove  was  to  Long-ljland,  where 
J  met  with  Lhomas  Story  and  John  Rodman  ; 
John  defired  Lhomas  and  me  to  be  affiftant  to 
him  in  preparing  a  Writing  againft  George  Keith ^ 
when  he  came  to  Flufh'ing  Meeting  upon  the 
aforefaid  Ifland,  which  Writing  was  to  this 
EfFeiS:,  viz. 

Whereas  Colonel  Wefi,  an  Inhabitant  in 
*'  thefe  Parts,  who  died  and  made  Miles  Forfter 
“  a  Truftee,  gave  by  Will  a  confiderable  Sum 
“  of  Money  to  poor  Friends  of  London,  which 
‘‘  Money  was  ordered  by  the  Teftator  to  be  put 
‘‘  into  the  Hands  of  fome  faithful  Friends  of 
“  the  aforefaid  City  of  London,  to  diftribute  as 

“  above.” 
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“  above.”  A  true  Copy  of  which  Will  we  ob¬ 
tain  d,  and  at  the  Meeting  made  it  fairly  appear 
to  George  Keith  s  Face,  that  he  had  wrong’d  the 
Poor  in  receiving  Fifty  Pounds  of  the  aforefaid 
Mon^  o{  Miles  Forfter,  as  appear’d  under 
own  Hand  ;  which  George  did  not  deny  when  he 
was  charged  with  it  in  the  Meeting,  as  knowingh 
to  have  robb  d  the  Poor  j  it  being  made  fairly  an- 
pear,  that  George  Keith  had  no  Right  to  meddle 
with  the  Money,  neither  as  a  faithful  Friend 
nor  yet  as  a  poor  F riend  of  London,  becaufe  he 
was  then  n\  America  j  and  what  made  him  more 
incapable  of  claiming  any  part  of  it,  was  his  being 
got  into  the  Spirit  of  Strife  and  Enmity  againli 
Friends,  and  therefore,  before  they  could  hear 
his  Charges,  he  ought  to  have  hi  ft  laid  down  the 
Money,  or  given  fuch  Security  as  Friends  ap- 

*  o  T  leli  fie  was  capable  of 

doing  :  So  he  was  flighted  by  ail  or  moft  of  the 

People  as  well  as  by  Friends,  and  this  block’d 
up  his  Way  fo  much  that  we  had  little  or  no 
Trouble  with  him  in  that  Part  of  the  World  : 
But  the  Lord  wrought  for  his  Name’s  Sake, 
and^  the  Prefervation  of  his  tender  People, 
Praifes  and  Honour  be  given  to  his  great  Name’ 
now  and  for  ever.  Thus  ended  this  Engage¬ 
ment  betwixt  a  poor  Servant  of  Chrift,  and  a 
grand  Apoftate,  who  appeared  to  fight  againft 
Reafon,  Senfe  and  Confcience.  Think  not,  my 
Friends,  the  Account  too  long,  for  it  ’hath 
feem  d  to  me,  for  feme  time,  a  Debt  due  to 
my  Brethren,  and  a  piece  of  Juftice  due  to  the 
lyiemory  of  George  Keith,  for  his  Wickednefs, 

Revolting, 
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Revolting,  and  fad  Apoflacy.  Few  there  are  who 
can  believe  how  great  the  Power  of  Darknefs 
and  Wickednefs  of  that  Mind  and  Spirit  was, 
which  poffeffed  and  breathed  through  him  ;  fo 
great  it  was,  that  even  the  confiderate  and  fober 
People  faid,  They  did  not  think  that  George  Keith 
had  been  Jo  kicked  a  Man  as  they  now  found  he 
was  upon  Trial.  Courteous  Friend  and  Reader, 
hold  fall  that  which  thou  half  receiv’d,  that 
none  may  take  thy  Crown,  for  it  is  laid  up 
in  Store  for  the  Righteous  only,  and  fuch  who 
hold  out  to  the  End,  in  the  fame  pure  Righte- 
oufnefs  which  is  of  Chrifl  wrought  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  Man,  by  the  Operation  and  Indwell¬ 
ing  of  his  holy  Spirit,  as  Man  abideth  in 
Subjedion  and  Obedience  to  the  Leadings  and 
Didates  thereof. 

I  told  George,  That  I  was  much  ajhamed  of  his- 
complimenting  great  People  ;  for  I  obferved  he 
fometimes  laid  thee  and  thou,  and  fometimes 
you,  and  Sir  ;  fometimes  put  his  Hat  off,  and 
fometimes  kept  it  on  :  I  told  him.  Before  I  would 
be  jo  wihandy,  if  I  intended  to  be  ceremonious,  / 
would  have  gone  to  School  a  while,  before  /  would 
ffame  myfelf  as  be  had  done.  If  I  have  not  wrote 
the  very  Words,  in  all  my  Accounts  in  the  prc- 
cceding  Pages,  I  have  the  Sublfance  :  And  for  a 
Conclufion,  I  had  to  fay  to  George  Keith,  The 
Hand  of  the  Lord  was  againjl  him,  and  would 
follow  him,  unlefs  be  repented. 


This 
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This  Account  carries  in  it  an  Adrnonitlon  to 
us,  and  to  Friends  in  future  Ages,  into  whofe 
Hands  it  may  come,  to  beware  of  letting  in 
the  Spirit  of  Envy,  Prejudice,  and  Pride  of 
Heart,  which  I  clearly  law  was  that  which, 
with  too  much  leaning  to  his  natural  Abilities 
and  Learning,  was  his  Overthrow,  he  not  keep¬ 
ing  to  the  Lord’s  holy  Spirit,  the  Life  and 
Strength  of  his  faithful  People,  and  the  Key 
of  true  Knowledge,  the  good  Remembrancer, 
and  Leader  into  all  Truth,  which  the  Lord  fees 
meet  in  his  Wildom  to  open  and  lead  us  into  j 
without  the  Help  of  which  Anointing  and  holy 
Spirit,  we  are  apt  to  be  cold  and  forgetful  in 
our  Duties  towards  God,  and  alfo  in  our  Love 
and  Duties  one  to  another  j  but  as  the  Meafure 
of  this  Spirit  is  faithfully  kept  to,  and  im¬ 
proved,  we  grow  more  and  more  fruitful  in 
every  good  Work  and  Word,  to  the  Glory  of 
God  and  Comfort  of  our  Souls,  and,  as  the  Salt 
pf  the  Earth,  help  to  feafon  thofe  who  are 
not  feafoned. 


When  I  was  in  the  Yearly  -  meeting  upon 
Rhode  -  IJland,  there  was  a  (^ery  concerning 
what  Friends  might  do,  in  cafe  there  fliould 
be  a  Lay  or  Tax  laid  upon  the  Inhabitants  for 
building  fome  Fortifications,  and  to  provide  Men 
and  Arms  for  the  Security  of  the  Ifland  ?  Such 
a  thing  being  then  in  Agitation,  he,  who  was 
one  of  the  chief  Friends  concerned  in  Church- 
Affairs,  would  have  me  give  an  Account  what 
we  did  in  the  like  Cafe  in  England  for,  he 

faid. 
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fa  id,  T^hey  in  that  Country  looked  upon  them- 
felvrs  but  as  the  Daughter,  and  Friends  here  in 
'Old  England-  as  their  Mother,  and  they  were 
willing  to  avi  confiftent  wnth  us  as  far  as  they 
could,  and  would  know  how  we  did  there  in 
that  Matter,  whether  we  could  pay  to  that  Tax 
which  was  for  carrying  on  a  vigorous  War  againfl 
France  ?  I  was  unwilling  to  meddle  witn  it,  as 
I  (aid  ;  but.  the  Meeting  waited  a  confiderable 
Time  for  my  Anfwer  (as  one  told  me)  and  was 
not  willing  to  go  forward  without  it  ;  at  laft, 
when  I  could  not  well  do  otherwife,  I  fignilied 
to  that  large  Meeting,  That  1  had  heard  the' 
Matter  debated  both  in  Juperior  and  inferior 
Meetings,  and  privately,  and  the  moki  general 
Rejult  was  this  ;  Friends  did  not  fee  an  effcdual 
Door  opened  to  avoid  the  Thing,  that  Tax 
being  mixed  with  the  other  Taxes  ;  aUhou<rh 
ma?2y  Friends  are  not  fo  cafy  as  they  could  defre  : 
Neither  have  we  any  further  Sway  in  the  Govern^ 
ment,  tt,  an  only  giving  our  Voices  for  fuch  as  are 
concerned  therein  ;  therefore,  as  Things  appear 
to  me,  there  is  a  great  Difparity  between  our 
Circum/lances  and  yours  here  ;  for  you  have  a 
great  hiteref  here,  and  a  great  Share  in  the 
Government,  and  perhaps  may  put  fuch  a  Thinv 
by  in  Voting,  confdermg  the  Body  of  Friend^ 
and  fuch  as  are  friendly,  whom  you  have  an  In- 
tereft  in  ;  therefore  look  not  for  Help  from  the 
Mother,  wherein  foe  is  not  capable  of  helping' 
herfelf  and  thereby  neglect  your  own  Bufineft-, 
but  mind  your  own  Way  in  the  Truth,  and  look 
not  cut.  Friends  appeared  well  fatisfied  with 
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tliefe  Dlftindions,  and  it  gave  me  fome  Eafe,  in 
that  I  had  not  hurt  any. 

During  my  Stay  in  one  of  the  Jerjeys,  a  great 
Weight,  more  than  ufual,  feized  upon  my 
Spirit,  as  I  fat  in  a  Meeting,  and  under  a  Senfe 
of  the  fame  my  Cries  akended  unto  the  Lord, 
the  Fountain  of  all  tender  Mercies,  that  he 
would  pleafe  to  flrew  me  what  was  the  Caufe 
of  that  great  Power  of  Darknefs  which  did  fo 
opprefs  my  Spirit  ;  and  it  pleafcd  the  Lord  to 
fhew  me,  that  a  Man  there  , had  been  guilty  of 
fome  grofs  Wickednefs  ;  and  when  it  appear’d 
clear  to  me,  to  be  required  of  me  to  exprefs  it 
publickly,  it  became  a  very  great  Exercife  to 
me,  and  fome  Reafonings  I  had,  before  I  gave 
up  to  make  publick  to  that  laige  Meeting  of 
Friends  and  other  People  :  I  iabouied  under  it 
till  towards  the  Concluiion  of  the  Meeting,  but 
finding  my  Peace  concerned  very  nearly  in  the 
Matter,  I  flood  up  in  the  Gallery  and  faid. 
Under  a  Senje  of  fome  grof  Wickednefl  committed 
by  fome  Ferjon  not  far  from  me,  hath  my  Spirit 
been  borne  down  ;  which  V/ickednefs  will  in  a 
jlort  Time  break  forth  to  the  Diftoonoiir  of  Truth., 
and  Grief  of  Friends.  A  great  Man  who  fat 
in  the  Gallery  by  me,  ftarted  up  and  feated 
himfelf  upon  the  Rail  of  the  Gallery,  with  his 
Eyes  fixed  on  me,  and  I  faflned,  in  the  Lord’s 
Dread,  my  Eyes  on  him,  and  faid,  PFe  have  a 
common  Maxim  in  old  England,  Touch  a  gall'd 
Horje' s  Back,  and  he  will  kick  ;  and  I  am  of  the 
Opinion,  he  that  kicks  is  not  clear.  Fie  got  down 
as  fall  as  he  could  out  of  my  way,  for  he 
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rot  only  prevented  me  from  the  View  of  the 
Meeting  by  fitting  there,  but  his  Uncleannefs 
flood  much  in  the  way  of  my  Service. 

After  the  Meeting  was  over,  feveral  worthy 
Friends  exprefs’d  to  me  the  great  Concern  they 
were  under,  left  he  ihould  either  by  Money,  or 
Subtilty,  ponceal  the  Sin  and  Wickednefs,  if 
fuch  was  committed  ;  for  I  found  there  was  a 
great  Fear  and  Jealoufy  in  the  Minds  of  Friends, 
that  fomething  was  wrong  with  the  Man,  but 
I  was  till  then  altogether  a  Stranger  to  their 
Thoughts,  and  to  the  State  of  the  Man  ;  yet  I 
advifed  that  Friends  fhould  have  a  watchful  Eye 
over  him  and  his  Family,  for  I  told  Friends, 
my  Spirit  was  eafy  in  what  I  had  delivered,  and 
I  believed  the  Evil  would  not  be  concealed.  So  in 
my  Return,  his  Houfe-keeper  had  brought  forth 
a  Child,  and  charged  him  with  being  the  Father 
of  it,  which  he  deny’d  not  :  F'riends  then 
aflced  me,  what  they  fhould  do  in  the  Cafe  ? 
I  laid.  Let  the  Judgment  of  ‘Truth  go  forth  againjl 
all  manifefl  Wickednefs,  without  refeSi  of  Per fons, 
that  the  ever  blefed  Truth,  aitd  fuch  as  live  in  it, 
may  be  kept  clear  and  in  good  EJleem  before  all  Men 
as  much  as  may  be. 

Something  of  the  like  Exercife  I  met  with 
in  a  Meeting  in  Penjylvania,  repeating  feverat 
times  what  Oppreflion  my  Spirit  was  under,  be- 
caufe  oj  fame  yet  hidden  W ickednefs,  which  ift  a 
floor t  Time  would  be  brought  to  Light,  to  the 
Blemifo  oj  the  Truth,  and  great  Trouble  ta 
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Friends,  That  very  Evening,  after  the  Meet¬ 
ing,  a  Woman  little  thought  on  by  Friends  to 
be  guilty  of  fuch  a  Crime,  went  to  a  worthy 
Friend  and  told  him,  She  was  the  V/oman  that 
bad  done  that  great  Wickednefs  1  had  fo  much 
complained  of,  and  had  borne  Inch  a  great  Load 
because  thereof ;  and,  as  the  honeft  Friend  faid 
fhe  wept  bitterly,  even  in  the  very  Anguifh  of 
her  Soul.  He  came  twelve  Miles  the  next  Day 
to  Philadelphia  to  acquaint  me  with  the  Matter, 
and  alk  my  Advice,  which  I  gave  to  this  EfFed  : 
JJ  Friends  find  upon  Enquiry,  in  the  proper 
Seajon,  that  the  Woman  continues  heartily  forr'i, 
and  truly  penitent  for  what  fee  hath  done,  {or 
Godly  Sorrow  worketh  Repentance,  and  if  from 
fuch  a  hearty  and  penitent  Senje  (which  is  to 
be  felt  beyond  Words)  fee  gave  Jorth  a  Paper 
againfi  her  wicked  Doings,  not  jo  'much  to  ingra¬ 
tiate  herjelj  into  Favour,  as  for  the  clearing  of 
S-ruth  and  Friends,  and  for  the  Eafe  and  Peace 
of  her  own  Mind,  and  took  the  Blame  and  Shame 
to  herfclf,  then  Friends  may  pafs  it  by  ;  if  not. 
Friends  mu  ft  fit  the  Judgment  of  Fruth  over 
manifeft  W ickednefs,  as  before  mentioned. 

I  went  to  vifit  a  Meeting  in  that  Part  called 
North  Wales,  which  had  not  been  long  planted 
in  that  Place,  where  there  was  a  fine  ten¬ 
der  People,  but  few  underfianding  Engii/h, 
Rowland  Ellis  was  my  Interpreter  j  a  good 
Meeting  it  was,  and  Truth  was  over  ail  ; 
Sorne,  by  the  Interpreter,  exprefs’d  their  great 
Satisfadion  in  our  Vifit  to  that  Meeting,  which 

heretofore 
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heretofore  had  not  been  counted  as  Friends, 
but  fince  that  have  been  taken  Notice  of,  and 
grown  into  good  Elfeem  with  the  Body  of 
Friends. 

I  found  it  much  my  Work  to  be  concern’d  in 
the  Difcipline  of  the  Church,  which  was  very 
low  in  many  Places,  yet  I  found  there  was 
a  WilHngnefs  in  many  Friends  Minds  to  be 
helped  in  that  needful  Affair,  for  furely  it  is  a 
good  Fence,  or  a  Help  to  keep  the  Righteous 
in,  and  hurtful  and  wicked  Things  and  Doings 
out,  if  the  fame  be  rightly  handled  and  ex¬ 
tended  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  the  Love  and 
Wifdom  of  God. 

There  was  one  Thing  I  had  like  to  have 
omitted,  which  happened  when  I  was  in  Rhode- 
Ijland,  viz.  one  Rogers  came  thither  to  offer  (as 
he  faid)  his  Gift  in  the  Yearly-meeting  amongff 
Friends  ;  but  they  appearing  in  a  great  Strait 
about  him,  although  he  had  writ  in  Behalf  of 
Truth’s  Principles,  and  fuffered  Imprifonment, 
and  the  taking  away  his  Wife  from  him, 
and  was  not  lo  much  as  fuffered  to  come  to 
converfe  with  his  owm  Son,  but  under  a  Guard 
or  Watch  which  was  fet  over  him,  to  hear 
what  pafl'cd  betwixt  them,  as  he  told  me  and 
feme  other  Friends,  which  Friends  faid  ivas 
true  ;  yet,  under  the  Confideration  of  the 
Matter,  and  Clearnefs  of  the  Man’s  Converfa- 
tion,  Friends  remain’d  in  a  Strait  what  to  do  j 
and  deffred  that  I  would  take  the  Matter  upon 

me, 
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me,  and  reafon  the  Cafe  with  him,  and  try  if 
1  could  perfuade  him  to  be  eafy,  and  not  infift 
upon  any  fuch  Thing,  as  to  promife  to  receive 
bti  (atft  ;  for  ctherwife,  he  faid.  be  would  ero 
nphere  it  would  be  received.  I  Ihewed  him,  That 

impraSlicable  amongfl  us,  and 
mitjelj  unreajonable,  that  we  Jloould  be  by  any 
F re-engagement  obliged  to  receive  that  which  he 
might  call  a  Gift,  before  we  heard  it  j  if  he 
believed  he  had  a  Gift,  he  might  Jpeak,  and,  as 
the  fpoftle  faid,  we  might  judge:  For  it  was 
not  impofible  but  he,  who  was  a  Scholar,  and 
a  wife  Man,  and  had  a  flrong  Memory,  might 
have  gathered  certain  PqfJ'ages  out  of  the  Bible 
or  other  Books,  with  what  other  Interpretations 
he  might  have  flored  up,  and  fpeak  of  and  call 
a  Gift,  which  we  could  not  receive  as  a  real  Gift 
of  the  Miniftry,  which  ftands  in  the  Spirit,  and 
in  the  Power,  and  ff  it  be  fuch  it  will  make 
Way  for  it felf,  if  not,  we  cannot  receive  it.  So 

he  went  away,  and  troubled  Friends  no  more 
that  I  heard  of. 

I  was  at  JI  till  am  Penn's  Country  Houfe, 
called  Penfiury  in  Penfylvania,  where  I  ffaid 
two  or^  three  Days,  one  of  which  I  was. at 
a  Meeting  and  a  Marriage,  and  much  of  the 
other  Part  of  the  Time  I  fpent  in  feeing,  to 
my  Satisfadtion,  W illiam  Penn  and  many  of 
the  Indians  (not  the  leafl  of  them)  in  Council 
and  Confultation  concerning  their  former  Cove- 
Hants,  novy  again  reviv  d  upon  W ilhcini 
going  away  for  England  \  all  which  was  done 

iu 
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in  much  Calmnefs  of  Temper  and  in  an 
amicable  way.  To  pafs  by  feveral  Particulars, 
I  may  mention  the  following  ;  one  was,  They 
never  Jir/i  broke  Covenant  with  any  People  ;  for, 
as  one  of  them  faid,  and  frnote  bis  Hand  upon 
his  Head  three  Times,  that  they  did  not  make 
them  there  in  their  Heads,  but  fmiting  his  Hand 
three  Times  on  his  Breaft,  faid,  they  made  them 
(i.e.  their  Covenants)  there  in  their  Hearts. 
And  again,  when  William  Penn  and  they  had 
ended  the  moft  weighty  Parts  for  which  they 
held  their  Council,  William  Penn  gave  them 
Match  Coats  and  fome  other  Things,  with 
fome  Brandy  or  Rum,  or  both  ;  which  was 
advifed  by  the  Speaker  for  the  Indians,  to  be 
put  into  the-  Plands  of  one  of  their  Caffacks  or 
Kings,  for  he  knew  the  befi  how  to  order  them  ; 
which  being  done,  the  faid  King  ufed  no  Com¬ 
pliments,  neither  did  the  People,  nor  the  reft 
of  their  Kings  ;  but  as  the  aforefaid  King 
poured  out  his  Drams,  he  only  made  a  Motion 
with  his  Finger,  or  fbmetimes  with  his  Eye, 
to  the  Perfon  which  he  intended  to  give  the 
Dram  to  ;  fo  they  came  quietly  and  in  a  folid 
manner,  and  took  their  Drams,  and  palfed  away 
without  either  Nod  or  Bow,  any  further  than 
Neceffity  required  them  to  ftoop,  who  were  on 
their  Feet,  to  him  who  fat  on  the  Ground,  or 
Floor,  as  their  Choice  and  Manner  is  ;  And 
withal  I  obferved  (and  alfb  heard  the  like  by 
others)  that  they  did  not,  nor  I  fuppofe  never 
do  fpeak,  two  at  a  time,  nor  interfere  in  the 
leaft  one  with  another  that  way  in  all  their 
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Councils,  as  has  been  oblerved.  Their  Eating 

and  Drinking  was  in  much  Stilnels  and 
Quietnefs. 

I  much  defire  that  all  Chriftians  (whether 
they  may  be  fuch  in  Reality  or  Profeffion  only) 
may  endeavour  to  imitate  thefe  People  in  thofe 
Things  which  are  fo  commendable,  .which  may 
be  a  Means  to  prevent  Lofs  of  Time  and  exoe- 
dite  Bufinefs  ;  as  much  as  may  be  endeavouring 
to  prevent  above  one  fpeaking  at  a  time  in 
Meetings  of  Conference  and  of  Bufinefs. 

When  much  of  the  Matters  were  gone 
through,  I  put  William  Penn  in  mind  to  enquire 
of  the  Interpreter,  if  he  could  find  feme  Terms 
or  Words  that  might  be  intelligible  to  them,  in 
s  religious  Senfe,  by  which  he  might  reach  the 
Undeiftandings  of  the  Natives,  and  inculcate  into 
their  Minds  a  Senfe  of  the  Principles  of  Truth, 
luch  as  Chrifi's  manifefti?ig  himfelf  to  the  mivard 
Senfes  of  the  Soul,  by  his  Light,  Grace  or  holy  Spirit, 
with  the  Manner  of  the  Operations  and  working 
thereoj  in  the  Hearts  of  the  Cdoildren  of  Men,  and 
how  it  did  reprove  for  Evil,  and  minifler  Peace 
and  Comfort  to  the  Soul  in  its  Obedmice  and 
Well-doing  ;  or,  as  near  as  he  could,  come  to 
the  Subftance  of  this  in  their  own  Language. 
William  Penn  much  prefied  the  iMatfer  upon 
the  Interpreter  to  do  his  befi,  in  any  Terms 
that  might  reach  their  Capacities,  and  anfvver 
the  End  intended  :  But  the  Interpreter  would 
not,  either  by  lealon,  as  he  al lodged,  of  Want  of 

Perms 
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re  rms,  or  his  XJmvillmgnefs  to  meddle  in  religions 
IVIatters,  which  I  know  not  ;  but  I  rather  think 
the  latter  was  the  main  Reafon  wliich  obilruded 
him  :  Therefore  we  found  nothing  was  like  to 
be  done  according  to  our  Defires  in  this  Matter, 
as  the  Interpreter  w'as  but  a  dark  Man,  and,  as 
Wiiliam  Penn  faid,  a  wrong  Man  for  our  prefent 
Purpoje. 

f 

TV dliam  Penn  faid,  he  underflood  they  owned 
a  fiiperior  Power,  and  afked  the  Interpreter, 
IP  hat  their  Notion  was  of  God 'in  their  own 
Way?  The  Interpreter  fliewed,  by  making  fe- 
veral  Circles  on  the  Ground  with  his.  Staff,  till 
he  reduced  the  lalt  into  a  fmall  Circumference, 
and  placed,  as  he  faid,  by  way  of  Reprefentation, 
the  great  Man  (as  they  termed  him)  in  the 
middle  Circle,  fo  that  he  could  fee  over  all  the 
other  Circles,  which  included  all  the  Earth. 
And  we  querying.  What  they  owned  as  to  Eter¬ 
nity,  or  a  future  State?  The  Interpreter  faid, 
rhey  believed  when  fuch  died  as  were  guilty  of 
j.hejt,  hwearing,  Pying,  JPhortng,  Mlurder,  &c, 
they  ovent  tnto  a  very  cold  Country,  vehere  they 
had  neither  good  fat  Venijbn,  nor 'Match  Coats-, 
(whicn  is  Vv'hat  they  ufe  inftead  of  Clothes  to 
cover  them  withal,  being  of  one  piece  in  the 
form  of  a  Blanket  or  Bed-covering)  but  thofe  who 
died  clear  of  the  aforefaid  Sins,  go  tnto  a  fine 
warm  Country,  where  they  had  good  Jat  Venijort 
and  good  Match  Coats :  (  Things  much  valued  by 
thefe  Natives.)  ^  1  thought,  inafmuch  as  thefe 
poor  Cieatures  nad  not  the  Knov/ledge  of  God 
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by  the  Scriptures,  as  we  have  who  are  called 
Chriftians,  that  what  Knowledge  they  had  of  the 
Jupream  Being  mull  be  by  an  inward  Senfation, 
or  by  contemplating  upon  the  Works  of  God  in 
the  Creation,  or  probably  from  fome  Tradition 
handed  down  from  the  Father  to  the  Son,  by 
which  it  appears,  they  acknowledge  a  future 
State  of  Rewards  and  Punijhments  ;  the  former 
of  which  they  exprefs  by  lVar77ith,  good  Cloath- 
ing  and  Food,  and  the  latter  by  Nakednejs,  phwjg 
Hunger  and  piercing  Cold. 

I  have  often  thought  and  faid,  when  I  was 
amongft  them,  that  generally  my  Spirit  was  very 
eafy,  and  I  did  not  feel  that  Power  of  Darkhefs 
to  opprefs  me,  as  I  had  done  in  many  Places 
among  the  People  called  Chrijlians. 

After  William  Penn  and  they  had  exprefs’d 
their  Satisfaction,  both  for  thcmfelves  and  their 
People,  in  keeping  ail  their  former  Articles 
upviolated,  and  agreed  that  if  any  particular 
Differences  did  happen  amongft  any  of  their 
People,  they  fhould  not  be  an  Occafion  of  fo¬ 
menting  or  creating  any  War  between  William 
Penni,  People  and  the  Indians^  but  Juftice  fhould 
be  done  in  all  fuch  Cafes,  that  all  Animofities 
might  be  prevented  on  all  Sides  for  ever  ;  they 
went  out  of  the  Hotife  into  an  open  P'lace  not 
far  from  it,  to  perform  their  Cantico  or  Worfloip, 
which  was  done  thus  :  Fitft,  they  made  a  fmall 
Fire,  and  the  Men  without  the  Women  fat 
down  about  it  in  a  Ring,  and  whatfoever  Objeft 

they 
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'they  feverally  fixed  their  Eyes  on,  I  did  not 
fee  them  move  them  in  all  that  Part  of  their 
■Worfhip,  while  they  fang  a  very  melodious 
Hymn,  which  affected  and  tendered  the  Hearts 
of  many  who  were  Spedators  :  When  they 
■  had  thus  done,  they  began  (as  I  fuppofe  is  their 
ufual  manner)  to  beat  upon  the  Ground  with 
little  Sticks,  or  make  fome  Motion  with  fome- 
thing  in  their  Hands,  and  paufe  a  little,  till 
one  of  the  elder  Sort  fets  forth  his  Hymn,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Company  for  a  few  Minutes,  and 
then  a  Paufe  ;  and  then  the  like  was  done  by 
another,  and  fo  by  a  third,  a  d  tr 

the  Company,  as  at  the  firft  ;  which  feemed 
exceedingly  to  afFed  them  and  others.  Having 
done,  they  rofe  up  and  danced  a  little  about 
the  Fire,  and  parted  with  fome  Shouting  like 
Triumph  or  Rejoicing. 

I  leave  Penjhury,  but  intend,  before  I  leave 
the  Tndia?7S,  to  fay  fomething  more  concerning 
that  People,  which  I  met  with  near  Caleb 
Piifys  Houfe  in  Penjylvania,  viz.  I  being  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  Wood,  efpied  feveral  Wigwams  or 
Houfes  of  the  Indians,  and  drew  towards  them, 
but  could  not  converfe  with  them  ;  but  look¬ 
ing  over  them  in  the  Love  of  God,  I  found 
it  to  be  my  Way,  as  I  apprehended,  to  look  for 
an  Interpreter  and  go  to  them  again,  which  I 
did  ;  and  when  1  came  to  them,  and  fignified 
that  I  was  come  from  a  far  Country,  with  a 
Mefiage  from  the  great  Man  above  (as  they 
called  God)  and  my  Mefiage  was  to  endeavour 
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to  perfwade  them,  that  they  j]:culd  not  be  Drunk- 
ai  as,  iior  jleal,  nor  kill  one  another,  nor  fi^ht 
nor  commit  Adultery,  nor  put  away  their  bvtves 
ejpecmlly  for  Jmdl  Faults,  which  (as  I  under- 

5  if  they  did 
hOjC  ihings^,  the  great  and  good  Man  above  would 

be  angry  with  them,  and  would  not  projper  them 
hut  In- mg  Frouble  on  them  j  but  if  they  were 
carejul  to  refrain  the fe  Evils  (before  mentioned) 

,  then  wm Id  God  love  them,  and  projper  them,  and 
Jpeak  1  eace  to  them  ;  or  very  near  thefe  Words. 
And  when  the  Interpreter  expreffed  thefe  Things 
to  them  in  their  own  Language  they  v/epr 
and  Tears  ran_  down  their  naked  Bodies,  and 
they  frnote  their  Flands  upon  their  Breafts,  and 
I  perceived  laid  lomething  to  the  Interpreter  :  I 
afked,  IP  hat  they  Jaid  ”1  He  told  me  they  (aid. 
All  that  1  had  delivered  to  them  was  good,  and  ex¬ 
cept  the  great  Mian  had  fent  me,  I  could  not  have 
toldAem  thof  Things.  J  defired  the  Interpreter 
to  alk  them,  How  they  knew  what  I  had  Paid  to 
tHm  was  goodj  They  reply’d,  and  fmote  their 
Hands  on  their  Breafts,  The  good  Man  here  (mean¬ 
ing  in  their  Hearts)  told  them  what  I  had  faid 
was  HI  good.  They  manifefted  much  Love  to 
me  in^tneir  Way,  and  I  believe  the  Love  of  God 

is  to  tnem,  and  ali  People  in  the  Day  of  their 
Vifitation, 

.  '^^aving  left  them,  I  came  to  a  Friend’s  Floiife 
in  the  lower  Part  of  Penfylvania,  who  was  in 
tne  Office  of  a  Juhice  of  Peace,  and  had  been 
coiivinced  not  long  before  by  Thomas  Story : 

When 
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When  T  came  into  the  Houfe,  the  Man’s  Wife 
was  very  uneafy  and  called  me  a  Deceiver,  and 
wrung  her  Hands  and  faid,  PFoe  is  me  !  I  am 
undone,  my  Hujband  is  deceived  and  what  more 
Deceivers  come  !  O  how  Are  lamented  !  I  was 
fomewhat  ftruck  with  the  Paffion  the  poor 
Woman  was  in  ;  however,  I  faid  little,  but  fat 
down,  and  after  fome  Time  it  rofe  in  my  Mind 
to  afk  her,  In  what  her  Hufoand  was  deceived  1 
Was  he,  fince  he  came  amongfi  us,  any  worj'e 
Hujband  to  her  f*  if  he  was,  it  was  a  had  Sign  ; 
or,  was  he  a  worfe  Father  to  his  Children  ?  or 
any  worfe  Neighbour  ?  or  in  any  particular  Flmiv 
which  flee  could  name,  changed from  better  to  worje, 
fince  he  was  convinced  of  the  Truth  ?  if  not,  flee 
had  no  great  Rea/on  to  complain  :  If  he  had  turned 
Drunkard,  Whoremonger,  Railer,  Fighter,  or  be¬ 
come  a  vicious  Man,  fee  would  have  bad  Reajon  to 
complain  ;  but  fhe  honedly  owned,  She  had  nothing 
to  charge  him  with-  He  fat  by  me  and  heard  all 
our  Diicourfe,  but  faid  nothing.  I  told  her.  She 
had  made  a  lamentable  Outcry  about  her  Hu  fund’s 
being  deceived,  but  had  not  convinced  me  of  any 
Caufe  that  fee  had  received  from  her  llufand  for 
her  fore  Complaint. 

Being  weary,  having  rid  a  great  Way  th.at 
Day,  I  with  my  Companion  Richard  Orm  took 
Leave  of  her  Hufband  and  went  to  our  Red 
and  faw  him  no  more  till  the  next  Day  in  the 
Evening,  and  when  he  came,  I  aflced  him. 
For  what  Reafon  he  left  us  fo  long,  as  he  hiei 
how  uneafy  his  Wife  was  about  us,"  and  that  we 

had 
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had  a  great  want  of  him  ?  He  fa  id,  He  had  been 
giving  Notice  of  the  Meeting  twenty  Miles  one 
IV ay,  and  two  Men  bad  given  Notice  as  far, 

each  Ma?i  his  IV ay  j  that  was  Six-tcore  Miles  in 
and  Out. 

Our  Landlady,  againft  we  rofe  in  the  Morn- 
ing,  had  got  another  Woman,  a  Juftice’s  Wife, 
to  help  her  to  difpute  with  us,  and  overthrow 
us,  as  die  hoped,  but  in  vain,  for  Truth  proved 
too  hard  for  them  •,  although  the  other  Woman 
charged  high  in  the  Morning,  and  faid,  tVe  were 
no  Chriftians.  I  fatd,  It  was  eafer  to  charge 
than  to  prove  ;  how  do  you  prove  it  t  Becaufe^ 
faid  they,  you  deny  the  precious  Ordinance  of 
Jefus  Chrifl.  I  afked.  If  they  could  prove  it  to 
be  fuch  ?  They  faid,  ‘They  did  not  queflion  but 
they  could,  I  faid,  They  feould  do  it  from  plain 
Texts  of  Scripture,  verbatim  as  it  lies,  without 
any  Inferences,  Conjequences,  or  Comments  upon 
the  Places  they  infjied  upon  ;  and  they  agreed  to 
it.  But,  in  cafe,  I  told  them,  they  fotild  fail 
and  not  prove  (as  they  thought  they  could)  that 
Ordinance  to  be  fo  appointed  by  Chrifl,  I  hoped 
then  they  would  allow  us  to  be  Chriftians,  notwitN 
ftanding  what  they  had  charged  to  the  contrary  ; 
and  they  laid,  they  would. 

I  then  repeated  all  the  Preliminaries  and  afked 
them.  If  they  would  agree  to  each  Particular  ? 
They  faid,  they  would.  I  defired  Richard  Orm  to 
mind  them,  and  imprint  them  as  much  as  might 
be  in  bis  Memory,  for  it  was  like  enough  ws 

jhould 
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fiould  have  Occafion  to  call  them  in  queflion 
bejove  ive  had  done  ;  which  came  to  pafs  not 
long  after  we  began  :  They  urged  the  28th  of 
Matthew  in  Defence  of  Water-Baptifm,  where 
Chrifl;  faid  to  his  Difciples,  Go  ye  therefore  and 
teach  all  Nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  Name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Gho/h  teaching  them  to  objerve  all  Things  what- 
Joever  I  have  commanded  you  :  And  lo  1  am  with 
you  alway,  even  unto  the  End  of  the  World. 
Water  not  being  mention’d,  the  Difputants  were 
at  a  ftand,  and  faid,  It  mull  be  implied  :  I  fliewed 
them,  That  by  their  Agreement  to  the  Prelimi¬ 
naries,  there  were  to  be  no  Inferences,  but  plain 
Scripture.  I  told  ,them,  It  was  an  unreafonable 
Thi?ig  to  undertake  to  unchriffian  a  great  Body 
of  religious  People  by  a  few  Inferences,  which 
might  be  true,  or  not  true.  Now  when  we  had 
tugg’d  at  it,  and  learched  the  New  Teftament 
a  great  while,  they  could  not  find  Vv^hat  they 
defir’d,  altho’  they  urg’d  what  Peter  faid  in  a 
certain  cafe,  Who  can  forbid  Water,  that  thefe 
fmild  ?iot  be  baptized,  who  have  received  the 
Holy  Ghojl  as  well  as  we  I’  I  fliewed  them,  That 
there  was  a  great  Ptifparity  beHveen  a  Servant^ 
^leftion,  and  a  Mafter’i  Command.  When  they 
were  even  weary  with  fearching,  and  could  not 
find  a  pofitive  Ordination  by  Chrift  for  Water- 
Baptifm,  they  gave  it  over,  and  I  afleed  them, 
If  they  had  not  fallen  fort  of  the  Proof  of  what 
they  had  fo  boldly  charged  upon  us  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  ?  My  Landlady  confefied,  they  had  fallen 
fort  of  their  ExpeSiation  ;  but  the  other  was  in 

the 
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tk  Mind,  as  (lie  faid,  that  it  might  he  proved  • 

1  told  her,  She  would  not  prove  it  from  any  plain 
^ext  of  Scripture.  ^ 

My  paffionate  Landlady  became  more  meek 
and  friendly,  and  received  the  Truth  in  the 
Love  of  it :  We  had  a  good  Meeting  the  next 
Day,  and  flic  faid.  If  1  would  flay  that  Night 
IJlmild  be  as  welcome  as  her  own  Children  ;  but 
if  not,  (he  ble(l  the  Lord  for  my  Company,  and 
the  Cood  fje  had  already  received  by  me  and 
parted  with  me  in  much  Brokennefs  of  Heart  ; 
and  I  heard  flie  lived  and  died  in  good  Unity 
with  Friends.  But  oh,  how  §lad  was  her 
Hulband  to  fee  that  great  and  fudden  Change 
wrought  in  her  !  _  it  was  the  Lord’s  Doings  ;  to 
him  be.,  the  Praile  now  and  for  ever  for  he 
alone  is  worthy.' 

I  had  many  comfortable  Meetings  in  my 
Travels  through  thefe  Provinces,  and  good  Ser¬ 
vice.  We  were  at  a  Yearly-meeting  at  Tredd- 
haven  in  Maryland  upon  the  Ealtern  Shore 
to  which  Meeting  for  Worfliip  came  William 
Penn,  Lord  Baltimore  and  his  Lady  with  their 
Retinue,  but  it  w^as  late  when  they  came,  and 
the  Strength  and  Glory  of  the  heavenly  Power 
of  the  Lord  was  going  off  from  the  Meeting  j 
fo  the  Lady  was  much  difappointed,  as  I  under- 
ftood  by  William  Penn,  for  flie  told  him.  She 
did  not  want  to  hear  him,  and  jiich  as  he,  for  he 
was  a  Scholar  and  a  wife  Man,  and  fee  did  not 
quejiion  but  he  could  preach  but  fee  wanted  to 

hear 


[  H7  ] 

hear  form  of  our  Mechanicki  preach,  as  Huf- 
bandmen,  Shoemakers,  and  fuch  like  Rufticks  ) 
for  (he  thought  they  could  not  preach  to  any 
Purpofe.  William  Penn  told  her,  Some  of  thefe 
ivere  rather  the  heft  Preachers  we  had  amongft  us  5 
or  near  thefe  Words.  I  was  a  little  in  their 
Company,  and  I  thought  the  Lady  to  be  a 
notable,  wife,  and  withal  a  courteoufly  carriaged 
Woman.  I  was  alfo  in  Company  with  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  at  our  Friend  Richard 
Johns,  Houfe  upon  the  Weft  Cliffs  in  Maryland,  ■ 
for  we  both  lodged  there  one  Night,  and  I 
heard  that  he  had  been  ftudious  in  a  Book 
againft  Friends,  called  the  Snake,  and  Friends 
greatly  delired  he  might  have  the  Anfwer  called 
the  Switch,  but  knew  not  how  to  be  fo  free 
with  him  as  to  offer  it  to  him  ;  I  told  Friends, 
1  would  endeavour  to  make  way  for  it.  Altho’ 
he  had  feemed  to  be  a  Man  of  few  Words,  yet 
at  a  fuitable  Interval  I  faid  to  him,  1  had  heard 
that  he  had  Jeen  a  Book  called  the  Snake  in  the 
Grafs  ;  he  confefs’d  he  had.  I  defired  he  would 
accept  of  the  Anfwer,  and  be  as  (iudious  rn  it  as 
be  had  been  in  the  Snake  ;  which  he  promifed 
ht  would,  and  took  the  Book. 

^  There  happen’d  a  Paflage  worthy  of  note, 
cither  in  this  or  the  preceding  Governor’s 
Time  in  Virginia,  as  I  was  credibly  informed, 
which  was  thus  :  The  Governor  wanted  a 
Cooper  to  mend  his  Wine,  Syder  and  Ale  Calks, 
and  fome  told  him  there  was  a  Workman  near* 
but  he  was  a  Sluaker  -,  he  faid.  If  he  was  a 
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Morkman^  he  made  no  matter  what  he  pro- 
Jefs’d  5  fo  the  Oiiaker,  fuch  as  lie  was,  was  fent 
for,  and  came  with  his  Hat  under  his  Arm  : 
The  Governor  was  fomewhat  at  a  hand  to  fee 
the  Man  come  in  after  that  Manner,  and 
aficed.  If  he  was  the  Cooper  he  had  fent  for  ? 
He  laid,  Yes.  IV ?//,  faid  the  Governor,  are  not 
yon  a  Quaker  ?  Tes,  replied  the  Man,  I  am  fo 
called^  but  I  have  not  been  faithful.  He  then 
aflced.  How  long  have  you  been  called  a  Quaker  t 
The  poor  Man  faid.  About  iwejhty  Tears.  Alas 
jor  you.,  poor  Man^  laid  the  Governor,  I  am 
Jbrry  for  you  ! 


By  this  we  may  clearly  fee,  that  fuch  who 
walk  moft  up  to  what  they  profels,  are  in  moft 
Efteem  among  the  more  thinking  and  religious 


People  ;  and  the  unfaithful  and  loofe  libertine 
Profeflors  of  the  Truth  are  flighted,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  will  be  more  and  more  caft  out  as  the 
iwfavcury  Sait,  which  is  good  for  nought  in 


Religion,  and  is  indeed  trodden  under  the  Feet 
of  Men  ;  for  a  great  Part  of  the  Men  in  the 
World  have  fuch  an  Underftanding  as  to  know 
what  w^e  profels,  and  alfo  what  we  (liould  do 
ai  d  be  in  many  Things  ;  let  us  therefore  walk 
wifely  belore  a!!,  and  not  be  an  Occajion  of 
ftiimbling,  nor  give  '  G fence  either  to  few  or 
Gentile,  nor  to  the  Church  of  God,  that  fo  we 


may  indeed  be  as  a  City  f  t  upon  an  Hill,  which 
cannot  be  hid  ^  nay,  that  may  not  defire  to  be 
Kiel  but  rather  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  ^ 

^  f 

taiih  might  fee  our  good  Works,  and  have  can 

Occaiio  n 


f  149  ] 

Occafion  from  thence  adminiftred^  to  ghrify  the 
Father  u'hich  is  in  Heaven, 

I  having  it  on  iny  Mind  to  vifit  a  Meeting 
up  the  River  called  Perquijnus,  on  the  Wed:  Side 
of  the  great  River  Choptank,  and  I  being  on  the 
Eaft  Side,  Henry  Hofier  and  fome  more  Friends 
fet  forward  with  me  in  a  fmall  Boat,  not  in 
good  Condition  but  crazy,  with  only  one  fmall 
Sail  :  We  fet  out,  as  we  thought,  in  good  Time 
to  reach  our  defired  i^art,  but  when  we  were 
upon  the  great  River  (as  I  remember  Uis  ten 
Miles  over  the  ihortell;  Way,  but  the  manner  of 
our  croiling  it  made  it  more)  the  Wind  veered 
much  againft  us,  being  then  within  about  four 
Points  of  our  Courfe,  and  it  rained  hard,  and 
was  very  dark,  fo  that  we  could  (carce  fee  one 
another,  and  the  Water  broke  fo  into  the  Boat, 
that  it  was  moft  of  one  Marfs  Work  to  heave 
it  out,  and  all  our  Company  were  difeouraged, 
and  moft  of  them  very  Sea-fick  ;  Henry  Hofier^ 
of  whom  1  had  the  moft  Hope  for  Help,  faid, 
that  he  could  not  fleer  the  Boat  any  longer.  What 
by  the  extream  Darknefs,  the  Roughnefs  of  the 
Waves,  Boifteroufnefs  of  the  Wind,  and  hard 
Rain,  I,  unwell  as  I  was,  was  oblig^ed  to  under- 
take  the  (leering  of  the  Boat,  and  not  without 
fome  Conflidts  of  Mind,  not  having  any  Cer¬ 
tainty,  from  any  outward  Rule,  what  Way 
we  wei'it,  having  no  Fire,  and  the  Boat  being 
open,  we  could  not  have  any  Light  to  fee  our 
Compafs,  but  my  Faith  was  in  the  Lord,  that 
he  would  bring  us  to  Shore  5  and  I  kept  the 
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Boat  as  near  the  Wind  as  fhe  would  fad,  and 
told  my  poor  fick  and  helplefs  Company,  / 
btheved  that  we  fuould  not  peripo^  although  we 
might  mifs  of  our  Port':  But  the  like  imminent 
Danger,  I  think,  I  was  never  in  before  upon 
any  Water  ;  .but  renowned  over  all  be  the  great 
Name  of  the  Lord  for  ever,  we  put  into  the 
Mouth  of  our  defired  River  Perquimus,  as  tho’ 
we  had  feen  it  in  the  Day,  or  fleer’d  by  a 

Compafs,  neither  of  which  we  had  the  Benefit 
of  for  feveral  Hours. 

Here  we  went  aflaore  and  made  a  great  Fire 
under  the  River  s  Cliffy  and  about  Midnight  the 
Moon  rofe,  and  it  clear’d  up  and  froze,  and 
was  very  cold  :  My  Companions  falling  afleep, 

I  turned  them  over,  and  pulled  them  from  the 
File  as  it  increafeo,  and  p>ut  them  nearer  as  it 
failed,  but  could  not  keep  them  awake  ;  I 
fought  Logs  of  Wood,  and  carried  them  to  and 
minded  the  Phre,  which  was  Work  enough  for 
the  remaining  Part  of  the  Night  ;  but  Morning 
being  come,  we  got  into  our  cold  icy  float  and 
failed  away  towards  the  Meeting.  When  we 
were  come  among  Friends,  Notice  was  given 
of  a  Stranger  being  there,  and  a  heavenly  and 
fweet  Meeting  it  was,  fo  that  we  thought  we 
had  a  good  Reward  for  all  our  Trouble,  °blefled 
be  the  Name  of  the  Lord  now  and  for  ever, 
for  he  is  Vv-orthy  ;  Although  he  may  fee  good 
to  try  us,  fometimes  one  way  and  fometimes 
anoiher,  how  ffiould  we  know  that  we  have 
any  Faith,  if  it  be  not  tried  ?  How  fhall  we 

know 
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know  that  we  have  any  true  Love  to  God,  if  it 
never  be  proved  ?  The  Trial  of  the  true  Believers 
Faith  is  more  precious  than  Gold.  The  ex¬ 
cellent  Sayings  of  "Job  came  into  my  Mind, 
Behold,  I  go  jorward,  but  he  is  not  there  ;  and 
backward,  but  I  cannot  perceive  him  :  On  the 
left  Hand,  where  he  doth  work,  but  1  cannot 
behold  him  :  He  hideth  himfelj  on  the  right  Hand, 
that  1  cannot  fee  him.  Job  xxiii.  8,  9.  And  then 
in  Verfe  the  loth,  he,  like  a  Man  in  the  true 
Faith,  faith.  The  Lord  knoweth  the  Way  that  I 
take  ;  and  when  he  has  tried  me,  1  Jhall  come 
forth  as  Gold :  And  the  more  vehement  that 
the  Fire  is,  the  more  it  deftroys  the  Drofs,  and 
the  more  pure  and  weighty  the  Gold  is,  which 
hath  part  through  the  moft  fevere  Fires.  Read 
thou,  and  underhand  this  that  canft. 

I  had  a  Meeting  when  in  Virginia,  at  a 
Friend’s  Houfe  whofe  Name  was  Matthew 
Jordan,  and  fomething  which  I  laid  in  the 
Meeting,  fomewhat  offended  a  young  Woman 
a  Prejbyterian,  and  not  having,  as  (fie  laid,  a 
juitable  Opportunity  while  I  was  there,  to  dif 
courje  with  me,  being  biify  in  her  Mafters  Af¬ 
fairs,  (for  file  was  the  Friend’s  Houfe- keeper) 
Jhe  defined  Liberty  of  her  Mafter  to  go  to  the 
next  Meeting,  that  there  fhe  might  eaje  her  Mind 
to  me  about  the  Offence  1  had  given  her  in 
the  firft  Meeting-,  (it  was  fomething  about 
Lledlion,  and  they  told  me  what  it  vt'as,  but 
not  writing  it  down,  it  went  from  me)  and 
accordingly  flie  came  to  the  Meeting,  where  the 
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Lord’s  mighty  Power  broke  in  upon  us,  to  the 
tendnng  of  many  Hearts,  to  Friends  mutual 
batisiaclion,  and  it  proved  a  good  Day  to  the 
aforefaid  young  Woman  ;  her  Heart  was  as  if  it 
had  melted  within  her,  and  (he  fhsd  many  Tears, 
and  I  am  fatisfied  went  from  the  Meeting  in  Fear 
and  in  great  Joy  ;  in  Fear,  how  to  walk  as  not  to 
offend  Chrift  the  TLleSl^  which  before  flie  could 
talk  of,  but  now  fire  had  met  with,  and  he  had 
opened  her  State  to  her  :  And  Joy,  that  flie  had 
met  with  the  Mefiiab,  the  Eka  of  the  Father, 

'  his  choice  and  beloved  Son  ;  fo  that  fhe  could 
now  fay.  Where  are  the  Wife^  Where  is  the 
Scribe  ?  Where  is  the  Difputer  of  this  World'? 
All  her  brifk  talkative  Qualities  were  fwallowed 

up  in  the  feeling  of  the  internal,  enlightnine 
Prefence  of  Chrift. 

When  fhe  returned  to  her  Mafter’s  (before 
mentioned)  he  aflced  her.  If  fhe  had  got  Satis- 
fa^ion  ?  meaning,  Flad  die  had  any  Difcourfe 
with  me  and  was  fatished  ?  She  replied,  She  was 
fattsfied.  Some  T1  iiiie  after  1  met  with  her  in 
Philadelphia,  plain  and  fruth-iike,  but  knew 
not  who  fite  was  at  the  firft.  T  he  Manner  of  the 
Working  of  the  Truth  is  to  humble  the  Creature, 
and  bring  it  into  Contrition,  Hendernefs  and  Fear, 
with  true  Self-denial. 

I  come  now  to  mention  fomething  that  hap¬ 
pened  in  my  going  over  ffamesi.  River,  towards 
a  Yearly-meeting  in  Virginia  :  Alighting  at  an 
Inn  by  the  River-fide,  where  we  refreflied  our- 

felves. 
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felves,  there  was  a  poor  little  Child  cried  fo 
exceedingly,  that  I  was  uneafy  to  hear  it,  and 
allied  the  Mother,  What  was  the  jnatUr  She 
laid,  It  had  cried  moll  oj  the  ‘lime  Jince  it  ivas 
born,  and  they  were  almqft  off'  thein  Feet  with  If, 
or  to  that  Effect :  I  told  her,  I  believed  I  could 
yrive  the  Child  jomething  which  would  do  good,  and 
Ihe  readily  agreed  to  it,  and  I  gave  it  a  little  of 
fomething  then,  and  order’d  her  to  give  it  twice 
more  in  four  or  five  Days  time  ;  but  when  I 
returned  the  Child  was  better,  and  oh !  how 
glad  the  poor  Woman  was  to  fee  me,  and  &oke 
more  in  my  Commendation  than  was  to  my 
Satisfadlion,  and  was  kind  to  Friends  afterwards 
for  my  fake. 

Now  we  cam.e  to  ferry  over  the  River,  being, 
as  I  remember,  five  Florfes  and  nine  People  ; 
there  was  yane  Fkafant  a  pubiick  Friend,  and 
her  Man-fervant  who  rid  before  her  upon  a 
great  Horfe,  and  high  in  P'kfh,  and  about  the 
Midfi:  of  the  River,  it  being  two  Miles  over, 
he  rofe  upon  his  hind  Feet,  and  flun?  himfelf 
upon  the  Edge  or  Gunnel  of  the  Boat,  half  into 
the  River  ;  the  Fall  of  the  Florfe,  and  the 
Motion  of  the  other  florfes  thereupon,  caufed 
the  Boat  to  make  fuch  Sailics  that  it  took  in 
Water,  and  was  very  likely  to  fink  :  But  be¬ 
fore  he  could  have  Time  to  rife  again,  or  to 
make  any  more  Springs,  1  took  feveral  young 
Men  by  the  Shoulders,  and  flung  them  upon 
his  Neck  to  keep  him  down,  atrd  told  them, 
as  faff  as  I  could,  wiry  I  did  fo.  Now  I  had 

to 
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to  deal  with  the  Ferry-man,  who  was  about 
to  ftrip  for  fwimming,  and  laid,  We  JJmld  all 
be  drowned  ;  hut  for  his  part  he  could  jwim  ; 
and  was  about  to  leap  into  the  River,  /or,  he 
laid,  the  Boat  would  either  break  or  fink.  I  told 
him,  dt  was  foon  enough  for  him  to  Jwtnty  when 
he  faw  the  Boat  either  break  or  fink,  and  if  he 
would  not  row,  then  1  would  :  With  much 
Intreaty  he  took  the  Oar  again,  and  rowed  us 
to  the  Shore.  But  in  our  imminent  Danger  I 
looked  over  my  tender  Friends,  (for  fo  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  me)  and  thought  in  my  Heart  what 
a  Pity  it  would  be,  if  all  thefe  were  drowned  ! 
yet  the  Thought  of  my  own  drowning  never 
enter’d  my  Mind,  until  1  was  got  over  the 
River,  which  was  a  Mercy  to  me,  and  a  great 
Means  to  keep  out  Diforder  and  Confufion, 
which  commonly  attend  fudden  Surprizes  and 
Frights,  or  elfe  they  make  People  dead-hearted 
and  almofl;  fenfelefs. 

As  I  had  now  an  Occafion  to  obfcrve,  as  well 
as  in  fome  imminent  Dangers  I  had  feen  before, 
where  I  happen’d  to  be,  I  find  it  is  an  excellent 
thing  to  be,  as  much  as  we  can,  always’  ready, 
and  by  being  frequently  thinking  upon  Death, 
it  is  not  fo  furprizing  when  it  does  come  :  This 
is  a  great  Point  of  true  Wifdom,  to  number  our 
Days  fo,  as  to  remember  cur  Latter-end.  The 
want  of  thus  contemplating  and  truly  thinking 
on  what  Preparation  we  are  in  to  look  Death  in 
the  Face,  and  to  appear  before  the  great  Judge 
of  both  Quick  and  Dead,  was  the  Caufe  of  the 
'  Complaint, 
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Complaint,  Oh  that  my  People  were  wife  !  that 
they  under  food  thisy  that  they  would  confder  their 
Latter-end  !  The  great  Remifnefs  of  fuch  Con- 
fiderations  among  People,  befpeaks  Folly  and 
great  Infenfibility,  and  that  the  Heart  is  hard¬ 
ened  through  an  Habit  of  finning  ;  O  that  I 
might  prevail  with  the  Children  of  Men  to 
awake  !  Arife,  you  that  Deep  in  Sin,  and  are  at 
Eafe  therein,  that  you  may  come  to  hear  in¬ 
wardly  the  Call  of  the  Son  of  God,  that  your 
Souls  may  not  only  live  here  to  ferve  God,  but 
alfo  may  live  eternally  in  Blifs  vvith  him,  is  the 
Defire  of  my  Soul  for  the  whole  Bulk-  of  Man¬ 
kind  ;  for  my  Life  has  often  appear’d  not  dear 
to  me,  in  comparifon  of  the  faving  of  the  Souls 
of  the  Children  of  Men. 

I  have  often  thought  of  Mofes,  how  far  he 
went  for  faving  of  Ifracly  and  how  f&v  Paul 
went  for  the  laving  of  his  Kinsfolk  after  the 
Flefh  ;  it  was  a  great  Demonftration,  that  thefe 
great  and  good  Men  had  great  Faith  and.  Interell 
in  the  Lord,  and  alfo  a  very  great  Love  to  his 
People  ;  and  fuch  whofe  Eyes  are  truly  opened 
cannot  but  fee  it  is  the  Love  of  God,  and  Love 
to  the  Souls  of  Men,  that  conftrains  us  thus  to 
take  cur  Lives  as  in  our  Hands,  and  labour 
under  many  weary  Steps,  and  many  Perils  by 
Sea  and  by  Land,  and  in  the  Wildernefs,  Cold  • 
and  fometimes  in  Tumults  and  Noifes]  fome^ 
times  in  Watchings  and  Fadings,  that  we  have 
been  fometimes  Spectacles  to  Men  ;  but  the 
Lord  hath  given  us  Faith  and  Patience  to  bear 
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and  overcome  all,  as  we  have  fmgly  flood  in  his 
heavenly  Counfel,  and  been  truly  devoted  to  his 
Will  in  all  Things. 

It  may  not  be  am'.fs  to  mention  a  particular 
Thing  which  happened  to  me  before  I  left 
Long-ljland,  viz.  Knowing  that  my  Landlady, 
Samuel  Bourne's  Wife,  had  a  very  fore  Breaft,  by 
which  Are  had  much  Trouble,  and  had  no  lefs 
than  five  Tents  in  it,  and  fire  being  a  fenfible  and 
a  fcrviceable  Woman,  fomething  came  with  a 
Concern  upon  my  Mind  to  adminifter  unto  her 
Breafl,  with  a  Belief  it  would  heal  her  :  I  rea- 
fon’d  about  it  until  I  had  got  one  Foot  into  the 
Stirrup  for  mounting  my  Horfe,  but  I  grew 
uneafy  for  being  dilatory  in  doing  that  which 
came  into  my  Mind  ;  lo  I  went  in  again  and 
faid,  Mary,  1  am  come  back  to  advife  thee  what 
thou  Ihouldji  do^  bij  which,  1  believe  thou  wilt  be 
healed,  although  1  cannot  Jlay  to  fee  it  done.  I 
believe,  faid  fhe,  and  intend  to  follow  thy  Advice  ; 
but  aflced,  bVhat  would  become  of  all  thofe  Bents  ? 

I  told  her,  the  Poultice  would  draw  them  all  out 
and  give  her  Ea/e  ;  and  accordingly  I  heard  it 
did,  for  fhe  flept  twelve  Honrs  immediately 
after  the  Time  of  the  Application,  and  when 
fhe  awoke  the  Tents  were  all  drawn  out,  and 
Ihe  had  little  further  Trouble  with  it  :  So  it  is 
good  to  mind  Truth  and  the  Workings  of  it  in 
all  Things.  I  met  wdth  the  great  Dodtor  (as 
he  was  efteemed)  who  had  it  under  hand,  and 
he  faid,  1  was  a  bold  Fellow  :  I  faid.  It  proved 
well.  He  anfwered,  It  was  well  for  me  it  did. 

Something 
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Something  more  which  I  have  before  omitted 
occurs  to  my  Memory  :  When  I  was  in  that 
Part  of  Virginia  towards  TV orth- Carolina,  to 
vifit  Friends,  a  very  great  Mifl  arofe,  and  we 
went  wrong,  until  the  Guides  were  fo  far  loft, 
that  they  confeft,  they  htew  not  Eafl  from  We/l, 
nor  on  which  Hand  we  had  left  the  Road,  ah  ho’ 
it  was  in  the  fore  Part  of  the  Day,  but  neither 
Wind  or  Sun  to  be  felt  or  feen  ;  then  I  told 
them,  I  would  try  what  1  could  do,  if  they  did 
but  know  what  garter  we  Jleould  go  to  :  They 
faid,  we  flmild  go  towards  the  South  :  Then  I 
brought  out  my  little  Compafs  which  1  had  made 
before  I  left  England,  and  took  it  in  my  Fland 
and  fteer’d  by  it,  till  we  all  came  into  the  Road  j 
for  that  inward  Senfe  I  had  did  perfwade  me, 
that  we  were  to  the  Weftward  of  the  Road, 
fo  leaning  a  little  to  the  Eaftward  of  the  South 
Point,  we  came  right  as  before,  and  when 
fo,  the  Guides  much  rejoiced,  and  faid,  I  was 
ftter  to  be  Guide  in  a  TV tldernefs  Country  than 
they.  My  Compafs  w^as  not  fo  big  as  a  Taylors 
Thimble,  which  had  often  been  of  Ufe  to  me, 
and  others  with  me. 

Now  the  Time  came  on  for  my  leavinp-  all 
my  near  and  dear  Friends  in  thofe  Parts,  and  I 
embark’d  for  the  Iflands  the  6th  of  the  Ninth 
Month,  iyo2,  with  my  Companion  fames 
Rates,  on  board  of  a  Sloop,  Samuel  Salter  IViafter, 
for  Barbadoes,  and  we  put  into  Bermudas  in 
our  Way  :  Soon  after  we  landed,  being  on  the 
2ift  of  the  fame  Month,  we  were  fent  for  by 
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Governor  Bennett  to  come  before  him,  and 
being  near  his  Door,  a  Man  came  and  clapt 
me  on  the  Shoulder,  as  we  were  walking  on 
our  Way,  and  laid  roughly  to  us,  You  muft  go 
before  the  Governor,  and  feem’d  lo  haften  us  :  I 
replied  meekly,  /  am  willing  to,  go  as  fa  ft  as  I 
can,  but  1  have  been  very  Seafick,  and  can  go 
but  weakly  :  The  Man  fell  from  his  Roughnels, 
and  bid  us  take  1  ime,  and  carried  himfelf  very 
civilly  to  us,  and  put  us  by  a  Man  who  was 
keeping  Gentry  at  the  Governor’s  Door  with 
his  Mufket  on  his  Arm,  and  when  we  were 
come  into  a  large  Room  the  Man  left  us,  and 
we  flaying  a  while,  I  began  to  reafon  in  mylelf. 
What  if  the  Governor  Jhould  be  a  rigid  Man  and 
be  fevere  to  us,  and  either  confne  or  punifh  us  f 
But  I  faid  in  my  Heart,  Lord,  thou  that  knoweft 
all  Things^  knoweft  that  1  have  not  only  offered  up 
niy.  Liberty,  but  Life  alfb,  for  thy  Name  and 
Gofpel’s  Sake  ;  and  immediately  ail  the  Fear  and 
Realonings  about  human  Power  w'as  taken  away 
from  me. 

I  being  not  well,  and  weary  with  walk¬ 
ing  from  the  Ship,  fate  down  to  reft  mylelf 
unbidden,  when  there  came  a  friendly  well 
carriaged  young  Woman,  who  I  fuppofed  to 
be  a  Servant,  and  fpoke  kindly  to  us  ;  f  defired 
her  to  do  as  much  for  us  as  to  give  us  fomething 
that  W'as  fmal!  to  drink,  for  we  were  very 
thirfty,  and  had  been  much  out  of  Health,  and 
were  not  well  recovered  lince  we  came  from  the 
Sea,  having  had  rough  Weather  ;  She  brought 
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us  Wine  and  Water,  and  a  Thing  to  mix  them 
in  ;  fo  taking  mofl  of  a  Glafs  of  Water,  and 
a  very  little  Wine  poured  into  it,  I  drank  and 
was  very  well  refrtflied.  By  this  Time  the 
Governor  called  us  into  an  upper  Room,  and  as 
I  came  near  to  the  Top  of  the  Stairs,  going  but 
faintly,  for  Realons  before  given,  the  Governor 
put  forth  his  Hand  and  reached  to  take  hold 
of  mine,  and  like  a  tender  Father  drew  me  up, 
and  led  me  along  towards  a  great  Window,  and 
flood  and  looked  on  me  and  faid,  He  believed 
he  knew  what  i  was,  and  my  Bufinefs  too.  I 
reply ’d.  It  might  be  fo,  and  afked,  If  he  was  the 
Governor  of  that  Place  ?  Fie  faid  he  was,  and 
bowed  his  Head.  I  then  fpoke  to  him  in  the 
Love  of  God  and  faid,  fhy  Countenance  befpeaks 
Moderation!,  and  the  Hpoftle Jaid,  Let  your  Mode¬ 
ration  appear  to  all  Men,  for  the  Lord 'is  at 
hand  ;  And  it  was  with  me  to  fay  to  him,  116 
Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth  blefs  thee  and  all 
thine.  He  bade  us  fit  down,  and  gave  ns  each 
a  Glafs  of  Wine,  and  enquired  From  whence  we 
came  f  I  told  him.  My  Home  was  in  Old  England, 
but  it  was  long  fince  1  was  there  ;  my  Companion' s 
was  in  Virginia.  Fie  wanting  to  know  the 
Affairs  in  Europe,  I  told  him,  Lhere  was  a 
Merchant  belonging  to  the  fame  Ship  that  we  did„ 
who  was  lately  come  from  Europe,  and  I  thought 
was  a  Man  of  Parts  and  Memory,  and  well 
verfed  in  the  Affairs  of  thofe  Parts  of  the  World, 
and  when  we  came  into  this  Place  he  was  with  us  : 
The  Governor  then  fent  for  him,  and  when  he 
came,  he  anfwered  his  Expeftation  in  refolving 
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all  or  moft  of  his  qneftions,  for  the  hCnowIed^e 
of  the  News-  appear'd  to  me  to  be  the  young 
Alan  s  Talent.  Having  done  with  and  difmifs'd 
him,  he  faid,  He  mujl  now  have  fame  Difcoiirfe 
’With  us:  Then  rofe  up  all  the  g/eat  Men  who 
were  with  the  Governor,  to  make  way  that  I 
might  come  near  him,  I  faid.  If  it  was  the 
Governor  s  Htnd,  I  had  rather  Jit  where  I  was, 
for  I  fate  well  in  the  Air,  and  that  fuited  well 
with,  my  prefent  Weaknefs.  So  he  bad  them  all 
fit  down,  and  they  did  fo. 

Now,  faid  he,  I  %vant  to  know  the  Reafons 
why  you,  as  a  People,  where  you  live,  do  not 
cjjill  the  Kist^  and  Country  with  Hen  and  Arms, 
for  their  and  your  cxvn  Defence  and  Safety, 
againji  ah  toat  may  attempt  or  endeavour  your 
Hurt  ?  I  replied,  fhe  mo/i  convincing  Reafons  I 
have  to  ofir  to  the  Governor  are,  we  have  nei¬ 
ther  Precept  nor  Example  from  Chrift,  or  his 
Apofles,  to  uje  the  Sword  to  hurt  one  another 
withal.  No,  laid  he,  what  then  means  that  Say- 
ing  of  our  Saviour ,  when  he  bade  him  that  had 
not  a  Sword,  fell  his  Cloak  or  Coat  and  buy 
one  ?  I  replied,  One  of  his  Difciples  anfwered 
and  faid,  Lord,  here  are  two  ;  Chrift  faid.  It  is 
enough.  Now  how  two  Swords  can  be  enough  to 
anfwer  for  a  general  Precept,  1  leave  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  all  thefe  Men  to  judge.  So  after  a  little 
Paufe  he  faid.  In  cafe  you  was  a  faulted  by  Rob¬ 
bers  that  would  break  your  Houfe,  and  take  what 
they  could  get  from  you  ;  or  upon  the  Highway, 
end  xvould  take  your  Purje  or  Horfe,  what  wotcld 

you 
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you  do  in  that  Cafe  ?  I  replied,  I  could  not  di¬ 
rectly  anfwer  what  I  Jljould  do  in  fiich  a  Caje, 
becaufe  through  the  Lord's  Mercy  1  was  newer  yet 
fb  ajfaulted ;  but  it  appears  mojl  likely ^  that  I 
Jlsould  endeavour  to  keep  my  Houfe  from  being 
broken  up,  and  yet  withal  be  tender  of  Mens 
Lives :  ylnd  as  to  the  other  Affault,  inafmuch 
as  it  is  well  hiown  1  do  not  provide  any  outward 
Weapon  for  n^y  Defence,  neither  Sword,  Pi/lol, 
nor  any  other  fuch  like  Weapon,  therefore  1  mujl 
rely  upon  the  Lord  jor  ProteStion  and  Help, 
who  is  able  to  refcue  tne  out  of  the  Hands  of  all 
Juch  ungodly  Men  ;  or  if  he  does  not,  I  mu]}  en¬ 
deavour  to  bear  what  the  Lord  fuffers  fuch  to  do 
unto  me.  The  Governor  faid,  You  jay  well ;  for 
inafmuch  as  you  have  not  provided  any  thing  for 
your  Defence,  you  have  fiothing  to  fly  to  but  the 
Lord  ;  you  (ay  very  well ;  and  Jaid,  he  hoped 
what  he  had  offered  had  not  given  any  Offence. 
I  replied,  It  was  jo  far  from  that,  we  were 
glad  he  was  fo  free  with  us  ;  yet  if  he  pleas'd  to 
difmifs  us,  we  ffould  he  willing  to  be  going,  for 
Night  eame  on.  He  laid,  Lhere  were  fbnie  of  cur 
Friends  would  be  glad  to  fee  us  :  I  replied,  7 
underftood  there  were  fame  further  on  the  Ifland 
that  did  own  us,  but  how  much  they  were  of  us 
I  could  not  tell,  for  1  had  not  jeen  any  of  them. 
He  afked.  Whether  we  had  a  mind  to  go  by 
W ater  or  by  Land,  for  he  had  a  Boat,  and  a 
couple  of  Hands  fhould  carry  us  where  we 
would  ;  or  if  we  had  a  Defire  to  ride,  he  bad 
two  Hor/es,  we  might  take  them  and  keep 
them  as  long  as  we  (laid  upon  the  If  and.  [ 
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endeavoured  to  perfwade  him  to  let  us  eo  with- 
cut  troubling  himtelf  any  further,  for  I  was 
fenfible  ot  his  good  Will  and  Love  to  us,  and 
Laving  his  Countenance,  was  more  than  we 
expedled,  and  as  much  as  we  defired.  He  ftill 
urging  to  know,  after  what  manner  we  would 
cbcoje  to  go  ?  I  told  him,  I  was  ^ery  fenfible 
of  hts  Generofty  to  us  who  were  Strangers,  and 
if  he  would  be  eafy  and  let  us  pa/s,  we  had 
wherewithal  to  defray  our  necejfary  Charges 
either  by  Water  or  Land,  as  would  anfwer  be/i 
with  our  Conveniency.  He  prefs’d  upon  us  to 
accept  of  bis  Offer,  for.  he  faid,  he  did  not  do  it 
in  Compliment  to  us:  Then  feeing  no  Way 
but  to  accept  of  his  .  generous  Offer,  I  faid. 
Riding  at  prefent  would  be  much  more  accept¬ 
able^  to  me,  confidering  how  1  had  been  lately 
fatigued  at  Sea,  of  which  1  was  not  yet  well. 
He  immediately  gave  Orders  for  the  Horfes  to 
be  brought  to  the  Door,  which  being  done,  and 
we  haying  Notice  thereof,  I  rofe  up  and  made 
an  Offer  to  go,  and  the  Governor  likewife  rofe 
up  and  came  and  took  me  by  the  Hand,  and 
fo  we  w'ent  down  the  large  Stairs  into  the  great 
Room  where  we  fiift  entred  in  the  Lord’s  Dread 
and  holy  Fear.  Read  this  thou  that  canff,  and 
withal  learn  to  undeifland,  here  I  had  refign’d 
my  Life  and  all  to  the  Lord  who  gave  it,  and 
my  Life  at  that  Time,  as  at  many  other  Times, 
was  not  dear  to  me  for  ChrifFs  Sake  ;  and 
being  thus  refigned,  I  felt  the  Love  of  God,  and 
a  Meafure  of  that  Life  was  manifeff,  in  which 
I  had  Dominion  over  Men,  Bonds,'  and  over 
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Death  and  the  Powers  of  Darknefs,  blefTed  bi 
the  Lord  for  even 

Now  coming  to'  take  Horfe,  I  looked  out  at 
the  Door  and  law  two  Horfes,  and  a  Man  hold¬ 
ing  them  beyond  the  Pavement,  and  the  Gentry 
as  before  in  tne  Street,  and  the  Horfe  next  the 
Door,  which  I  fuppofed  I  was  to  ride  on,  had 
a  Saddle  on  the  Back  of  it  fet  about  with  three 
Rows  of  lliining  Silver  Lace,  I  thought  about 
two  Inches  bioad  each  :  The  Governor  holding 
me  by  the  Hand  and  looking  in  my  Face,  ’tis 
not  unlikely  but  he  might  think,  as  I  ufed  to 
fay,  I  looked  -very  jheepipoly  at  it  t  Fie  faid  to 
me,  7  am  apt  to  think  you  are  not  ujed  to  ride 
upon  fuch  a  Saddle  as  this  ;  I  told  him,  If  he 
could  let  me  have  one  more  like  ’(plain) 

'Without  much  Trouble,  1  jhould  like  it  the  better, 
but  if  not,  I  could  ride  on  it,  1  thought  without 
much  Straitne/s,  in  cafe  of  Neceftty.  He  an- 
fwered.  He  could  not,  for  Horjes  and  Saddles 
too  veer  e  fear  ce  on  that  If  and,  for  the  one  was 
that  which  he  rid  on,  and  the  other  was  for 
his  Man  j  but  he  faid,  he  would  tell  me  how  to 
prevent  all  this  :  If,  faid  he,  you  get  over  the 

queflion'd  it,  becaufd 
the  IVind  blew  very  jirong  in  the  Mouth  or  Inlet 

.  of  the  River,  but,  he  faid,  he  fpoke  not  this  to 
hinder  our  taking  his  Horfes,  but  if  we  got  over. 

come  to  Richard  Stafford’^,  an 
old  Judge  of  Life  and  Heath,  and  mierht  afk 
there  for  the  Cover  for  his  Saddle,  which  ties 
on  with  little  Straps  at  each  Corner  and  hides 
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all  this,  and  then  it  ’will  be  like  yourfelf  ;  hit 
if  the  Ferryman  fays  he  cannot  carry  the  Horjes 
over^  ’what  Man  foever  you  meet,  ’white  or 
black,  ij  capable,  tell  him  he  muji  bring  me  my 
Horfes,  he  dares  do  no  other  but  bring  them  ; 
and  befure  you  take  no  further  Fhought  for  them  : 
Mnd  if  ’we  met  ’with  any  Thing  in  his  Liberty 
that  might  trouble  us,  let  him  but  kno’w  and 
he  ’would  help  it,  if  it  lay  in  his  Power  ;  and 
fo  with  his  Blcffing  bn  us,  we  took  leave  of 
him  and  came  to  the  Water-fide,  but  could 
not  get  the  Florfes  over,  therefore  fent  them 
back  again,  and  intended  to  have  ftaid  at  the 
Ferry-houfe  all  Night,  but  the  Boat  was  about 
going  over  as  we  lighted  ;  and  Notice  being 
got  fome  way  or  other  to  the  Judge’s  Ear,  that 
there  were  two  Strangers  on  the  other  Side 
of  the  Water,  he  had  lent  a  Boat  and  a  couple 
of  Men  for  us,  who  (aid  We  mu/l  go,  for  the 
fudge  jaid.  He  could  not  fleep  until  we  came  ; 
’whatjoe’ver  the  matter  is,  we  know  not,  faid  they  : 
So  we  went,  after  afking,  If  they  at  the  Ferry- 
houfe  had  been  at  any  Cofi  or  Trouble  on  our 
jTccount  in  providing  Supper,  for  as  yfet  we  had 
not  eaten  any  thing  fince  we  landed  ;  the  People 
faid  No,  they  had  not  done  any  thing  which 
we  f.ould  pay  for.  It  grew  daik  and  very 
flormy,  and  the  Sea  broke  over  the  Boat,  fo 
that  fome  of  us  were  forced  to  hold  our  Coat 
Laps  one  to  touch  another  on  the  Weather- 
fide,  to  keep  out  the  Breakers  of  the  Waves, 
that  they  might  not  fill  the  Boat,  and  we 
came  fafe  over  to  the  Judge’s  Houfe,  and  no 
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fooner  got  into  the  PalTage  but  his  friendly 
Wife  met  us,  and  afked  us,  If  we  were  the 
Strangers  her  Hufnmds  had  jent  for  ?  I  fa  id, 
We  are  Strangers,  She  bid  us  follow  her  to 
the  Judge,  and  we  did  fo.  When  we  came  to 
him  he  rofe  up,  and  took  the  Candle  in  his 
Hand  and  fa  id,  Are  yon  the  Strangers  that  I 
have  fent  for  ?  I  laid,  JVho  thou  niayjl  expeM  1 
know  not^  but  we  are  Strangers.  When  he  had 
looked  well  in  my  Face,  he  fet  down  the  Candle 
and  faid,  What  a  Mercy  is  this,  that  the  Lord 
f:ould  fend  Men  from  I  know  not  where^  in  his 
Love  to  vifit  me  !  and  took  me  in  his  Arms 
and  killed  me  ;  and  I  faid  to  him,  The  Lord 
of  Heaven  ajid  Earth  blefs  thee  \  and  we  ihed 
many  Tears  and  wept  together. 

As  I  entred  the  Houfe,’  I  felt  the  Love  of  God, 
and  his  Glory,  1  thought,  flione  in  and  filTd 
every  Room  as  I  paffed  through  them,  and  I 
faid.  Peace  be  to  this  Place^  and  I  felt  it  was  fo. 
He  enquired  of  our  Travels,  and  from  whence 
we  came,  of  which  we  gave  him  a  brief  Ac¬ 
count  ;  he,  alfo  afked,  IJ  I  knew  any  thing  of 
the  Family  of  Staffords  at  Lahorn  iiear  Haver- 
fordweft  in  South  Wales  ?  i  told  him  ail  I  knew 
about  them,  both  ’  of  the  Dead  and  of  the 
Living  ;  with  which  he  was  pleafed,  and  faid, 
Pie  had  not  heard  of  them  7nany  Years^  and  that 
Family  were  his  near  Kindred. 

Now  as  the  Judge  was  fomewhat  troubled 
with  the  Goiit^  I  found  his  ufual  Bed -time 
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Iclt  I  (hould  dilcommode  him,  yet  he  appeared 
unwilling  to  part  with  us  |  but  confidering 
IIS  own  Aliments  and  our  early  rifing  in  the 
Morning,  he  at  length  confented  :  But  before 
wc  parted,  his  Wife  alked  Leave  of  him  to  go 

Morrow  to  the  Meeting  to 
which  he  readily  affented,  if  he  was  not  worfe 

ot  his  Diftemper,  and  then  ordered  how  we 
Ihould  ride,  and  which  Negro  Ihiould  go,  not 
^ly  to  help  his  'U'ite  but  us  aifo,  and  take  our 
Hoiks  when  there  was  Occafion,  and  do  any 
thing  he  could  for  us  ;  '  and  indeed  fo  he  did, 
and  appeared  to  me  to  run  on  his  Peer  without 
rniich  Trouble,  being  a  lively  young  Man, 

I  omitted  before,  that  the  Judge  aflced,  If  ’ue 
had Jeen  the  Governor,  and  if  he  w*is  kmd  to  m  ? 

1  told  him.  He  -was  very  friendly  to  us,  and faid. 
If  lie  met  wito  any  ‘i rouble  in  bis  Liberty  that 
he  could  help  us  in,  only  let  him  know  and  he 
would  right  us.  The  Judge  laid.  It  was  very 
well,  and  he  was  glad  of  it.  I  perceived  the 
Judge  was  rather  a  Moderator  of  the  Governor, 
•he  being  an  ancient  wile  Man,  and  had  lived 
long  as  a  Judge  upon  the  Ifland,  and  under- 
ftood  (it  is  like)  aiore  fully  the  State  of  Things 
theie  than  the  Governor  could  be  capable  of, 
he  being  but  a  young  Man,  ahho’  he  appeared 

,  j  ft  ii  d ,  as.  Wilham  Penn  faid, 
came  of  an  ancient  and  honourable  Family  in 
England,  which  he  knew  very  well,  whofe  Name 
\yas  Bennett.  Afterwards  I  told  Ufilliam  Penn 

how 


how  it  had  fared  with  us  on  that  Ifland,  and 
etpecialiy  the  Kindnels  of  the  two  chief  Men  in 
Power  there,  and  William  Penn  wept,  and  faid. 
He  had  not  heard  any  Account  of  this  Nature^ 
that  he  had  been  Jo  much  afeSled  ’with,  as  he 
rememhred  theje  maiiy  Tears. 

Now  we  left  the  Judge  until  the  Morning, 
and  got  feme  Imall  Refrefhment,  it  being  late, 
and  I  had  been  faint  for  feveral  Hours  for  want 
ot  eating,  but  the  Lord’s  heavenly  Power  bore 
me  up  over  all,  fo  that  at  Times  I  felt  no  want 
of  any  thing  :  Oh  !  Renowned  over  all  be  the 
Name  of  the  mighty  God,  now  and  for  ever. 
We  went  to  Bed,  and  when  Morning  came,  I 
with  my  Companion  were  flirring  early,  having 
eight  Miles  to  the  Meeting,  and  it  being  in  the 
latter  End  of  the  Ninth  Month,  we  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  be  in  fuch  Time,  that  we  might  give 
fome  Notice  to  the  People.  I  was  walking  in 
our  Lodging  Room  early,  and  the  Judge’s  Wife 
came  to  the  Door  and  afked,  If  Jhe  might  fpeak 
with  us  ?  I  faid,  She  might  :  Then  fhe  came  in 
and  faid.  She  had  a  Me f age  from  her  Hup  and 
to  us  I  queried.  What  it  was  ?  She  faid.  He 
dejired  we  would  come  and  pray  for  him  before  we 
went  away.  I  defired  She  would  favour  us  Jo 
much  as  to  lay  before  her  Hupand  Jomething 
which  1  had  to  fay,  and  ihe  promifed  file 
would;  Well  then,  tell  the  fudge,  that  if  he 
will  fuff'er  us  to  come  into  his  Room,  and  fit  down 
and  wait  upon  the  Lord,  as  our  Manner  is  in 
fuch  a  LaJe  as  this,  if  it  pleaje  the  Lord  to  move 


[  i68  ] 

Tis  by  his  holy  Spirit  to  pray,  we  may  ;  but  if 
not,  let  not  the  fudge  take  it  ami/s,  for  we  are 
willing  to  be  at  the  Lord's  difpofing  in  all  Lhings. 
She  went,  and  I  believe,  as  (he  faid,  laid  the 
Matter  before  him,  as  I  had  delivered  it  to 
her  ;  ^  for  (he  was  a  Woman  of  a  good  Under- 
ftanding,  and  came  back  again  to  us  in  a  very 
little  Time  :  I  afked,  What  the  fudge  faid  ? 
She  replied,  he  laid,  Let  the  Men  take  thetr  own 
Way,  and  whether  they  pray  for  me  or  not,  I 
believe  they  are  Men  of  God  :  So  after  fome  little 
refpite,  we  being  brought  to  the  Judge’s  Bed- fide, 
fat  down  and  waited  upon  the  Lord,  who  was 
pleafed  in  his  Love  and  by  his  mighty  Power 
to  break  in  upon  us,  and  alfo  opened  my 
Mouth  in  his  Gift  of  Grace  and  ot  Supplica¬ 
tion,  in  which  Gift  ardent  and  fervent  Cries 
went  up  ,to  the  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth, 
Lhat  he  would  fend  Health  and  Salvation  to  the 
Judge,  and  alfo  to  all  his  Family,  and  to  all 
People  jar  and  near,  that  all  every  where  might 
repent,  and  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Lruth 
and  be  faved.  The  Judge  wept  aloud,  and  a 
mighty  Vifitation  it  was  to  his  Family,  and 
efpecially  to  himfelf  and  his  tender  Wife.  We 
left  the  Judge  in  a  fine  Frame  of  Spirit,  and 
no  Doubt  near  the  Kingdom,  having  his  Blefiing 
and  earnefl  Requeft,  Fhat  when  we  could  reach 
his  Houfe  we  would  not  jail  to  come  to  it,  for 
we  were  very  welcome  ;  and  I  found  and  felt 
it  fo,  and  it  was  mofily  our  Lodgings  :  His 
Wife  and  Foot-page  went  with  us  to  all  the 
Meetings,  except  one,  while  we  were  on  the 

Ifiand, 
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Illand,  which  was  about  two  Week?,  in  which 
Time  we  had  many  good  Opportunities  among 
a  fober  behaved  and  well  carriagcd  People, 
amongft  whom  we  met  with  no  Oppolition, 
but  had  large  quiet  Meetings. 

When  we  were  clear,  as  we  thought,  of  the 
lOand  we  went  to  take  our  lolid  Leaves  of  the 
Governor,  acknowledging  his  Civility  and  Gene- 
rcfity  to  us  Strangers,  and  I  told  him  and  the 
Judge,  That  they  would  not  want  their  Reward 
Jor  what  they  had  done  to  us,  and  juch  who  fleould 
take  their  Lives  as  in  their  Haiids,  and  come  in 
the  Love  of  God  to  vifit  thefe  remote  Farts  of  the 
World,  which  we  durft  not  have  undertaken  if  we 
bad  not  believed  it  required  of  us  by  the  Almighty, 
and  our  Peace  concerned  in  it,  as  aljo  the  Glory  of 
God,  aazd  the  Good  of  the  Children  of  Men  ;  thefe 
are  the  Motives  to  thofe  our  great  Undertakings  : 
or  Words  to  that  Purpofe,  So  we  parted  in 
much  Love  with  thefe  great  Men,  efpecially 
the  Judge,  with  Tears  on  his  Face,  as  alfo  his 
tender  and  friendly  Wife,  who  had  been  very 
ferviceable  to  us  in  ordering  Meetings  and 
making  Way  for  us,  and  none  like  her  in  all 
the  Ifland,  that  we  met  withal,  flie  being  given 
up  to  that  Service,  for  the  encouraging  Truth 
and  Friends  in  what  fhe  was  caoable  of. 

A 

Being  invited  to  a  Friend’s  Houfe  to  dine  one 
Day,  when  we  were  fat  down  at  the  Table,  the 
Woman  of  the  Houfe  defired,  That  one  of  us 
would  Jay  Grace  j  from  which  1  took  an  Occafion 

to 
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to  iliew  her  and  feveral  more  in  the  Comdanv- 
who  appear’d  not  xnuch  more  grown  in  the 
Truth  than  (he,  That  fince  we  had  been  a  People, 
we  had  both  believed  (and  accordingly  praSlis’d] 
that  true  Prayer  was  not  performed  without  the 
Help  of  the  holy  Spirit  of  God.,  and  no  Man  could 
pray  aright^  and  acceptably  without  it  nor  was 
it  in  Mans  P ower  to  have  it  when  he  pleafed ; 
therefore  it  is  Man  s  P  lace  to  wait  upon  the  ford 
for  the  pouring  forth  of  this  Gift  upon  him,  and 
alfo  to  know  whether  it  be  required  of  him  to 
pray,  fo  as  to  be  heard  by  Man,  or  only  to  pray 
fecretly,  fo  as  to  be  heard  of  God,  as  did  Hannah 
and  many  more  have  done  ;  which,  as  they  dor 
aright,  no  doubt,  but  as  Chrifi  fuid  to  hts  Plijciples, 
their  Fathet  will  hear  them  in  (ecret,  and  reward 
them  openly  ;  or  to  this  Effedl ;  with  which 
they  all  appeared  fatisfied. 

_We  then  went  on  board  our  VelTel,  and  fet  fail 
with  a  fair  Wind  for  the  eaft  End  of  the  Ifland  in 
order  for  Barbadoes  j  but  foon  after  we  got  out  to 
the  Mouth  of  that  Inlet  where  we  arrived  firft,  the 
Wind  came  full  againft  us,  and  we  put  in  there 
again  ;  and  the  Mafter,  altho’  not  called  one  of 
us,  faid  in  a  friendly  Manner,  What  is  the  Matter 
now  f  This  is  along  of  you,  Mr.  Richardfon  (as 
he  was  pleafed  to  call  me,  altho’  I  oft  (hewed 
my  Diflike  to  it)  you  have  fomething  to  do  yet  on 
the  Jfand  I  faid,  I  knew  not  of  any  Thing  j  but 
he  (eemed  pofitive,  and  withal  (aid.  If  the  Wind 
came  fair  at  Midnight  he  would  call  if  I  was 
willing  ;  if  not,  he  would  flay  as  long  as  I  pleafed. 

I  faid, 
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•  I  fald,  I  knew  not  of  any  thing  to  hinder^  but  he 
might  call  as  foon  as  the  Wifid  came  fair.  So 
we  parted,  only  giving  him  an  Account,  that 
we  intended  to  go  for  the  Judge’s  Edoufe.  It 
was  late  in  the  Evening  when  we  got  there, 
and  the  Judge  v/as  gone  to  Bed  j  but  his  Wife 
was  up,  who  lifted  up  her  Hands  with  more 
than  ordinary  Surprize,  and  much  Joy,  and 
faid.  She  was  always  glad  to  fee  me,  but  never 
more  than  now  :  I  faid,  IFhy  fo  ?  She  then  be¬ 
gan  to  tell,  how  that  fince  I  went  away,  there 
had  been  a  Man  with  the  Judge,  who  had 
incenfed  him  againft  me  all  that  ever  he  could, 
and  faid.  He  knew  me' in  'England,  and  that  1 
was  broke,  and  came  into  thofe  Parts  to  preach 
for  a  Living.  I  aficed,-  What  her  Hujband  faid 
to  all  that  f  She  faid,  his  Anfwer  was  to  the 
Man,  That  he  believed  1  was  no  juch  Perjbn,  but  an 
honeft  Man  •,  yet  the  Accufer  feemed  very  pofitive. 
I  faid,  It  would  be  well  if  this  Man  could  be  brought 
with  me  to  the  Judge’s  Face,  that  he  jnight  be 
convinced,  not  only  of  the  Maris  Ignorance  of  us 
as  a  People,  but  of  me  in  particular,  arj  his 
Envy  againd  me  be  made  known  :  Upon  which  I 
opened  to  her  the  Cafe  of  fuch  Journeys  and 
Services,  how  we  proceeded,  and  how  the 
Meetings  were  conftituted  in  which  we  did  fo 
proceed,  and  from  whence  we  had  Certificates, 
from  Monthly,  Quarterly,  or  Meetings  of  Mi- 
nifters  to  which  wc  belonged,  and  from  Friends 
in  the  feveral  Provinces  and  Illands  where  we 
travelled,  if  we  defired  them,  many  of  which  I 
-  could  fhew  the  Judge  if  Time  would  admit  ; 

Z  but 
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but  file  faid,  Left  we  (hould  be  called  away  in 
Hafte,  Jlee  craved  to  jee  Jbme  of  thofe  Certifi¬ 
cates  :  I  fliewed  her  them,  beginning  at  the 
firft,  wherein  Friends  of  Kelk,  now  Bridlington 
Monthly  -  meeting  in  Yorlfjre,  to  Friends  in 
America,  ftiewed  not  only  their  full  Unity 
\Vith  this  my  prefent  Journey,  but  alfo  with 
my  Service  for  the  Truth,  and  Converfation 
to  the  fame,  where  I  had  lived  and  travelled  ; 
and  that  I  had  fettled  my  outward  Affairs  to 
Friends  Satisfadion,  under  many  Hands  vari- 
oufly  writ. 

When  this  great  and  wife  Woman  faw  this, 
flte  faid,  It  was  enough  ;  but  I  fliewed  her  other 
Certificates  from  divers  Places,  wherein  Friends 
,  had  fignified  fufliciently  their  Unity  and  Satis- 
fadion  with  me.  I  likewife  informed  her,  that 
in  cafe  any  Man,  not  approved  by  us  as  a 
Minifter,  did  take  upon  him  to  impofe  his 
Preaching  upon  any  w'ho  were  Strangers  to  him, 
fuch  as  knew  him  took  Care  to  acquaint  the 
Churches  therewith,  if  his  Intentions  could  be 
know'n,  that  no  impoftor  might  do  any  Hurt  ; 
All  which  file  admired  and  laid,  She  had  never 
heard  Jo  much  bejore,  jjeither  did  fte  think  there 
bad  been  fuch  excellent  Orders  in  the  World  amongft 
any  People.  i 

t 

Having  thus  acquainted  her  with  our  Order 
and  Difeipline,  and  afterwards  informed  her  of 
the  Caufe  of  our  unexpeded  Return,  I  renewed 
my  Propofal  of  having  my  Accufer  before  the 

Judge  ■, 
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Judge  ;  (he  told  me,  She  bad  good  Place  with 
her  Hujband,  atid  would  endeavour  to  obtain  it  : 
And  accordingly,  after  talking  with  him,  rtte  let 
me  know,  That  the  ‘Judge  expreffed  his  Readinefs 
to  do  me  any  Service  which  lay  in  his  Power,  and 
was  of  Opinion,  my  Accufer  durft  not  face  either 
him  or  me  in  that  Affair  ;  but  that  if  the  Wind 
continued  againfl  us,  he  would  try  to  find  him  out 
and  bring  him,  which  might  be  of  Service  :  But 
if  the  Wind  favoured,  (he  thought  I  might  be 
eafy  to  go  ;  as  indeed  I  was,  and  the  more  fo, 
confidering  that  our  Captain  Salter,  who  lived 
near  the  Judge  on  the  fame  Ifland,  had  fhewed 
a  great  deal  of  Patience  and  good  Difpofition  to 
us-ward  for  about  two  Weeks,  yet  would  gladly 
be  gone  ;  fo  about  Midnight  we  were  called  to 
go  on  board  the  Ship,  for  the  Wind  was  fair,  if 
we  were  ready  ;  1  reply’d.  We  come  quickly  j  and 
fo  we  did,  and  took  Leave  of  all  we  faw  of  the 
Family,  and  remembred  our  dear  Love,  with 
grateful  Acknowledgments  to  the  Judge,  for  all 
his  Civility  and  Kindnefles  he  had  done  to  us,  - 
with  Reafons  why  we  could  not  fee  him,  for  he 
had  been  afflidled  for  fome  Time  with  the 
Gout,  and  was  now  fallen  into  fame  Reft,  and 
we  going,  very  early  away,  were  not  at  our 
own  Dilpofal.  -  , 

I  admired  the  Lord’s  good  Providence  in  all 
this,  and  there  was  fomething  of  a  Reach  from 
the  fame  watchful  Providence,  to  order  that 
to  be  put  into  my  Certificate  which  did  fo 
fully  remove  that  Slur  this  Enemy  would  have 

Z  2  faftned 
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Mned  upon  me,  (i  e.)  That  ■  I  had  broke  in 

^pgland,  and  could  not  pay  my  Debts.  a?jd  there- 

J ore  was  come  into  theje  remote  Farts  of  the 

I'r  orld  where  I  was  unknown,  to  preach  for  a 

Livelihood-,  but  the  contrary  fully  appear’d,  that 

J  was  known  and  well  beloved  too,  and  had 

n  difcharge  any  juft  Demand  upon  me, 

bleffed  be  the  worthy  Name  of  the  Lord  now 
and  for  ever. 

Now  I  may  fay  fomething  of  our  Affairs 
upon  the  Sea  in  this  Voyage  :  When  Captain 
t^alter  had  taken  us  in  Paffengers  at  Philadebhia 
for  Barbadoes,  it  being  a  Time  of  War,  'and 
People  fomewhat  afraid  of  fhipping  Goods,  he 
faid,  Lie  was  to  have  two  honefi  Quakers  Fajfen- 
gers,  and  he  did  not  fear  being  taken  by  Priva¬ 
teers  nor  Pirates.  I  was  troubled  at  his  Con¬ 
fidence  in  us,  and  told  him  fo,  and  that  it  was 
much  if  the  Lord  did  not  fuffer  us  to  be  taken, 
that  he  might  fee  Men  were  not  to  be  depended- 
upon,  but  that  we  ought  to  depend  upon  the 
Lord  alone  for  Protediion  and  Deliverance  : 
However,  in  much  lefs  Time' than  was  expedled. 
Goods  came,  and  w'e  were  loaded  and  gone! 
We  had  rough  Weather  before  we  came  to' 
Barbadoes,  (I  have  given  an  Account  of  Ber¬ 
mudas)  efpecially  about  the  Tropick  of  Cancer 
we  had  very  high  Winds,  and  I  was  extreamly 
Sea-fick,  and  fo  was  my  Companion,  and  I 
could  eat  little,  but  was  treated  with  remarkable 
Civilities  by  the  Captain  ;  for  in  and  about  that 
Latitude  there  are  Fifli  not  unlike  Herrings, 

which 


[  175  ] 

which  fly  from  Wave  to  Wave,  and  by  dipping 
their  Fins  or  Wings  in  the  Water,  they  will 
fly  a  great  Way,  efpecially  when  they  are 
chafed  by  Fiihes  of  Prey,  and  almofl;  every 
Morning  there  were  of  thofe  Fiflies  found  on 
the  Ship’s  Deck  j  and  the  Captain  oft  faid,  as 
his  Manner  was,  Mr.  Richardfon,  thefe  are  fenf 
jor  you,  or  for  your  Breakjaft,  and  feeing  it 
is  fo,  I  mil  drefs  them  mylelf^  for  I  know, 
faid  he,  my  Cook  is  fo  greafy  you  can  hardly 
eat  of  his  Cookery  ;  which  was  very  true,  and 
therefore  he  would  wafh  his  Hands,  and  lay 
a  clean  Napkin  on  his  Arm,  and  tell  me.  He 
would  drefs  me  my  Breakfaft  on  the  bed  Fafhion 
be  could,  I  afked  him,  IVhy  he  would  put 
himfelf  to  fo  much  trouble  I*  He  faid,  He  never 
waited  on  a  Man  in  all  his  Life  with  fo  much 
Pleajure,  and  if  I  were  going  into  any  Country 
where  he  was  going,  I  Jhould  not  fay  any  thing 
for  my  Pajjage  fo  much  Refpe^t  he  fhewed 
to  me. 

Now  it  happened  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
Voyage,  when  we  were  within  a  few  Leagues 
of  Barbadoes,  one  Morning  early  as  foon  as  Day 
appear’d,  he  that  was  aloft  (upon  the  Watch  to 
look  out,  as  the  Manner  of  Mariners  is,  efpe¬ 
cially  in  the  Time  of  Wars  and  Danger)  efpied 
a  Ship,  which  he  and  the  refl:  of  our  mofl: 
knowing  Men  fuppos’d  to  be  a  Purkifto  Frigate, 
of  confiderable  Strength  j  however,  it  was  a 
great  Veflel,  and  appear’d  to  have  a  great 
many  Guns  :  When  we  firft  faw  her,  fhe  ap¬ 
pear’d 


pear  d  to  be  within  Gun-(hot.  Bat  oh  what  a 
Surprize  and  Fright  our  Ship’s  Crew  were  in  ! 
I  had  not  often  fecn  the  like.  Our  VelTel 
being  deep  loaded,  although  a  good  Sailer, 
was  lefs  than  that  which  chafed  us,  and  to  run 
for  it  appear’d  the  only  Way  for  us  to  efcape 
hauling  as  clofe  to  the  Wind  as  we  could  to 
keep  .the  Sails  full  ;  and  the  Veffel  being  fliff 
with  Its  great  Burthen,  endured  Sail  well,  and 
indeed  they  crowded  fo  much  Sail,  that  I  told 
them,  I  fear'd  they  would  bring  the  Rigging  by 
the  board  ;  fo  thus  we  laboured  until  Noon, 
and  then  our  Captain  had  loft  all  his  Confidence 
in  the  ^inkers,  and  faid,  /F,?  fall  be  taken,  for 
the  Ship  has  gain'd  upon  us  for  fever al  Hours, 
and  we  have  done  what  we  can,  and  are  all 
Jpent.  I  .walked  upon  the  Main-deck  under  no 
fmall  Concern  of  Mind,  and  Truth  rofe,  and 
I  found  it  open  in  the  Truth,  that  we  (hould 
not  be  taken  :  The  Captain  faid,  binding  it  with 
fome  Afleverations,  W ?  fall  certainly  be  taken. 

I  faid.  No,  we  fall  not,  unlefs  by  our  Mifma- 
nage?ne}it.  •  Alas  !  faid  he,  you  are  fuch  a  Man 
as  I  never  met  withal  ;  do  you  not  fee  the 
Frigate,  or  Salleeman,  for.,  that  he  called  her, 
is  jujl  going  to  fre  a  Rroadjide  at  us,  opening 
the  Gun-ports,  'and  laying  the  Ship  Broad  fide 
upon  us,  and  levelling  at  her  as  well  as  ih'ey  can  ? 
And  indeed  our  Captain,  altho’  he  was  a  ftout 
Man,  yet  appear’d  very  ghoftly  and  dead- 
hearted,  and  faid  (in  a  Tone  which  befpoke 
both  Affliction  and  Trouble)  to  me.  Go  into 
my  Cahbin,,  or  jo  me  where  under  the-  Deck, 
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for  they  'will  fire  immediately  ;  and  that  where 
1  walked  I  could  hardly  eficafe  either  the  Shot 
or  the  Rigging  falling  upon  me.  I  faid,  Thbey 
will  7iot  fire  ;  and  defired  him  to  be  eaj'y,  for 
we  fi^ould  come  to  no  Daniage  by  that  Ship.  Well 
then,  he  aiked,  What  they  Jhould  do,  for  the 
Enemy  was  jufi  upon  us  ?  I  faid,  /  would  fetch 
them  a  Bottle  or  two,  or  more,  of  my  beft  Bra7idy, 
and  they  Jhould  take  as  much  as  might  do  them 
Good,  but  have  a  Care  of  more,  and  ply  away  a 
while,  and  you  will  Jee  they  will  fall  back,  and. 
we  fiall  leave  them.  The  Captain  faid,  Altho' 
there  was  no  human  Probability  of  ejcaping,  yet 
Jor  my  Sake  they  would  try  ;  and  to  Work  they 
went :  I  think  I  never  faw  Men  on  board  of 
any  Ship  work  like  them  for  fome  Hours,  and 
we  foon  perceived  we  outfailed  them,  and  by 
the  Time  it  began  to  be  dark  we  had  left  them 
confiderably. 

Now  all  Fire  and  Light  was  forbidden,  ex¬ 
cept  what  could  not  be  avoided,  and  all  Noife, 
and  a  Council  was  held,  to  confult  what  Way. 
to  fleer,  whether  the  neareft  or  moft  common 
Way  for  the  Ifland,  or  about ;  for  it  was  reafon- 
able  to  conclude  the  Adverfary  would  way-lay 
us,  if  he  could,  before  we  came  to  the  Ifland  ; 
and  the  Captain  faid,  What  I  faid  in  the  Cafe 
Jl.'ould  be  done  :  After  fome  Deliberation  I  told 
him,  I  was  mof  eafy  in  fleer  mg  the  nearefl 

Coutfe,  which  we  did,  and  faw  our  Adverfary 
no  more. 


We 
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We  came  to  the  Ifland  next  Day  In  much  Joy, 
that  we  had  efcaped  fo  imminent  a  Danger,  but 
I  was  very  ill  in  a  Fever  when  I  landed,  vvhich 
had  been  growing  upon  me  for  feveral  Days, 
(this  being  the  Sixth-day  of  the  Week,  and 
i8th  of  the  Tenth  Month)  I  was  fo  poorly,  that 
feveral  thought  I  muft  die  j  but  I  flood  refigned 
in  the  Will  of  God,  whether  to  die  or  live. 
The  Firfl-day,  being  come,  I  went  to  the  Meet¬ 
ing,  though  with  great  Difficulty,  being  very 
weak,  where  I  fat  under  more  than  ufual  Exer- 
cife,  Reafonings,  and  Conffidf  of  Spirit  for  fome 
Time,  about  my  prefent  Condition,  which  was 
weak  and  low,  and  in  my  own  Apprehenfion, 
unlikely  to  be  of  any  Service,  notwithfland- 
ing  all  the  Troubles  and  Hazards  of  the  Sea, 
and  Robbers,  and  other  Jeopardies  in  coming 
here,  I  was  now  thus  difabled  and  laid  by  as 
ufclefs.  Thefe  Things  were  an  Occafion  to  rhe 
to  confider,  whether  I  had  not  mifl  my  Way 
in  fomething  or  other  ?  Many  Particulars  were 
brought  to  my  Mind,  whether  I  had  difcharged 
myfelf  faithfully  where  I  had  been  ?  And  when 
I  looked  back  and  took  a  View  of  my  paft 
Travels  aud  Services  in  the  Work  of  the  Mini- 
flry  and  Difcipline  of  the  Church,  my  Con¬ 
duit  and  whole  Gonverfation,  I  faw  nothing 
but  I  was  clear  of  the  Blood  of  all  Men  ;  as 

alfo  clear  and  well  fatisfied  both  as  to  the  Time 

( 

of  my  coming,  as  well  as  to  the  Coming  itfelf, 
unto  this  Ifland.  There  appeared  yet  two 
Things  in  my  Way  ;  Firfij  if  this  Place  fliould 

be 
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be  my  Grave,  fuch  as  might  not  watch  over 
me  with  the  beft  Eye  may  fay.  If-  be  had  gone 
at  the  Lord’s  Command,  no  doubt  but  he  would 
have  brought  him  back  again  ;  and  Secondly,  as  I 
had  two  little  Children  in  England,  if  I  finifhed 
my  Courie  here,  they  would  be  left  Fatherlels 
and  Motherlefs  :  And  I  faid  before  the  Lord, 
Let  not  my  End  bring  Dijhonour  to  thy  great 
Name,  nor  any  Blemifo  to  the  Lruth  which  I 
have  loved,  and  laboured  for  the  Promotion  of 
from  my  Childhood. 

When  I  had  thus,  or  to  this  Purpofe  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  Lord,  I  felt  great  Quietnefs  and 
Refignation  of  Mind  ;  and  as  I  thus  fat,  a 
Friend  well  thought  on  by  fevera),  began  to 
fpeak  in  the  Meeting,  and  it  opened  in  my 
Mind,  that  be  was  not  wholly  redeemed  from 
having  fomc  Lboughts,  elementary  Water 

had  not  yet  ettded  its  Service  ;  I  mean  in  point 
of  Dipping  :  I  would  have  fltut  it  out,  for  the 
Man  appeared  a  wife,  zealous  Man  ;  and  I  be¬ 
ing  altogether  a  Stranger,  could  not  remember  I 
had  heard  of  his  Name,  yet  the  Matter  conti¬ 
nued,  and  I  thought,  for  my  own  Satisfadlion- 
I  might  afk  him  the  Queftion  :  If  he  was  a 
right  fpirited  Friend,  he  would  not  be  hurt 
if  he  was  not,  he  flood  in  Need  of  Help,  or 
at  lead  it  was  high  Time  for  Friends  to  have  a 
more  perfedt  Knowledge  of  him.  So  I  leave 
this  a  while,  and  return'  to  the  other  Part  of  the 
.Meeting,  which  was  very  remarkable. 

^  During 
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During  my  fitting,  as  before,  under  much 
Weakncfs  of  Body,  yet  quiet  in  Mind,  the 
living  Virtue  or  heavenly  Power  of  Chrift  fprung 
u  3  in  my  inward  Man,  like  healing  anc  fup- 
p  ing  Oil,  which  fo  effedrually  helped  me  every 
way,  that  I  could  lay  feelingly  and  experiment¬ 
ally,  Miracles  are  not  ceajed  ;  for  I  was  railed 
beyond  my  own  Expedation,  and  all  others 
who  knew  my  weak  State,  to  give  Teftimony 
to  the  glorious  Coming  and  Manifeftation  of 
Chrift  in  Power,  Spirit, \ife,  Light,  and  Grace, 
for  the  Help,  Hea  th,  and  Salvation  of  all  the 
Children  of  Men  who  receive,  believe  in,  and 
obey  his  fpiritual  Knocks,  Reproofs,  and  hea¬ 
venly  Calls  in  the  Soul,  without  any  leftening 
to  his  Humanity  :  Great  Caufe  have  I,  with  all 
the  Living,  to  love,  value,  honour  and  reverence 
the  great  and  mighty  Name  of  him  who  hath 
helped  and  healed,  by  lending  his  eternal  Word 
of  living  Power  into  our  Hearts. 


Returning  with  other  Friends  to  my  Quarters 
from  this  good  Meeting  (not  to  be  forgotten 
by  me)  came  the  before- mentioned  Friend  to 
fee  me  ;  and  I  havings  as  I  told  him,  a  Defire 
to  /peak  privately  voith  bim^  he  reply’d,  7here 
were  none  there  but  bis  good  Friends^  and  I 
vngbt  [peak  my  Mind.  I  told  him.  What  I  had 
to  Jay  related  chiejly  to  himfelf,  and  in  fuch  a 
Matter  as  he  might  not  be  willing  to  have  it 
expo/ed but  he  would  not  hear,  and  faid,  I 
might  fpeak  tt  there,  I  defir’d  he  would  not 
take  an  Ofience  at  what  1  had  to  fay,  for  I  did 
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fuppofe  it  to  be  a  Secret  to  all  there  hut  himfelf ; 
and  then  I  faid,  The  Matter  is,  when  thou  wall 
Jpeaking  in  the  Meetings  it  jounded  in  the  Ear 
of  my  Soul  as  if  one  had  fmdj  This  Maa 
(meaning  thee)  is  not  wholly  redeemed  out  of  a 
Belief  in  yohns  Minift ration  of  Water,  as  not 
having  done  it’s  Work,  hlow  the  Matter  is 
before  thee^  thou  knowed  whether  what  I  receiv'd 
be  true  or  falfe  :  In  the  Jirft  Place  I  enquire 
Jor  my  own  SatisfaSlion,  His  An  fwer,  if  it 
may  be  called  one,  was  as  followeth  ;  he  faid, 
The'  Difciples  of  ChriH^  when  they  baptized  with 
Water ^  knew  that  it  was  the  Mind  of  their 
great  Mafter  that  they  fmdd  Jo  baptize  :  I  faid, 
i  know  not  that  any  of  the  Apojiles  did  ever 
Jay  jo  much  as  thou  wouldji  infinuate  ;  for  both 
by  what  Peter  and  Paul  fay,  it  appears  very 
natural  to  be  the  Mind  of  Chriji^  only  to  conde^ 
jeend  to  Jo  much  as  was  done  by  the  Apojiles 
in  that  of  Water^  becaufe  of  the  People's  Weak-- 
nefs  ;  and  no  ^ejiion  but  the  Jews  were  very 
much  fettled  in  the  Belief  of  John  the  BaptifPi 
Di/penfation  of  Water  to  Repentance^  and  aljb 
of  the  Circumcifion^  and  Purifying,  and  many 
other  Things  ufed  among  ft  that  People  :  Now 
Peter,  when  the  Converts  were  grown  ftronger 
in  the  Faith  and  in  the  Grace  of  God,  told 
them,  It  is  not  the  putting  away  the  Filth  of  the 
Flefh,  but  the  Anfwer  of  a  good  Conjcience  towards 
God,  by  the  ReJiirreBion  of  yefus  Chriji  ;  and 
Paul,  although  he  did  once  in  Condefeenfion 
circumcife  Timothy,  yet  told  the  People  at  ano¬ 
ther  Time,  ‘that  Neither  Circumcifon  nor  Uncir^ 
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cumcifion  cvaileth  any  thing,  hut  a  new  Creature  ■ 
md  tj  tkp  circumctjed,  Chrilt  umid  profit 
them  nothing  -,  and  he  a!fo  thanks  God,  he  bap- 

ttxed  no  more  than  Crifpns  and  Gains,  and  the 
f^ffd  of  St'ephanus  ,  bejide^  tkefi,  he  knew  not 
that  be  had  baptized  any  other,  for  Chrifi  (hit 
him  not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  GoLl : 

f  ^  the  Friend,  of  the  Pro¬ 

phet  s  Mtnd  when  he  faid,  The  Elements  fhould 
melt  as  with  fervent  Heat  :  If  the  Gofpel  Power 
be  not  this_  fervent  Pleat,  I  know  not  what  is 
nor  what  ,s  able  to  melt  away  the  Elemerns’. 

ut  I  furiher  faid.  If  he  was  a  Baptift,  he  fould 
deal  plainly  and  honeftly  with  Friends,  and  tell 
them  what  he  was,  and  not  preach  one  thing,  and 
keep  Juch  Rejerves  to  himfclf. 

Fronds  admir’d,  and  faid,  They  had  not  the 
leafi  Thought  of  any  Juch  thing  by  him  fo  be 
laid.  He  would  not  fall  out  with  me.  I  told  him, 

1  was  as  much  for  Peace  as  he  was,  but  a't 
the  fame  Time  1  would  have  us  to  mind  that  we 
’i^fre  found  in  the  Faith,  and  Preachers  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  not  go  back  again  into  the  beggaily 
Elements,  jor  what  ts  all  in  comparijon  af  the 
Love  of  God  in  Chrifi  Jefus. 

* 

I  had  good  Service  and  great  Satisfadion 
upon  this  liland,  although  I  found  Truth  fo 
low,  that  it  might  then  be  truly  faid  as  formerly, 
By  whom  jhall  Jacob  (or  the  true  Seed)  aipfe^ 
which  is  in  bur  Apprehenfions  but  Imall,  and 
much  prels  d  down  wuh  the  many  Things  that 

are 
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are  hurtful,  erpecially  ■  by  the  Love  of  Money, 
Pride,  and  Forgetfulnels  of  God  ? 

-  I  was  invited  on  board  a  great  tranfport  Ship, 
whereof  one  Reed  was  Mafter,  who  remembred 
me  when  I  was  but  young,  and  was  travelling 
to  or  near  Scarborou^  he  was  loving  to  me, 
and  feveral  Friends  who  were  with  me,  and  I 
had  good  Service  on  board.  There  was  alfb  on 
board  a  French  Proteftant,  now  a  Captain  of  the 
Engli/h  tranfport  Soldiers  bound  for  Jamaica  ; 
he  lodged  at  John  Groves’s,  .  and  was  a  very  civil 
Man,  and  faid,  If  I  would  go  with  Captain  Reed, 
(who  offered,  if  I  was  going,  to  carry  me  to 
Jamaica  free)  he  would  wait  on  me  if  I  was  Jick 
or  ailed  any  thing  ;  and  would  gladly  have  had 
my  Company  :  1  acknowledged  both  their  Gene- 
rofity  and  Civility  to  me,  and  lo  I  took  leave 
of  them,  and  of  the  noble  Captain  Salter,  who 
I  have  had  Occafion  both  to  mention  and  to  love, 
who  took  his  folid  leave  of  me,  and  wept  like  a 
Child,  and  faid  openly  in  the  hearing  of  many, 
Fhat  Joe  never  lov'd  a  Man  fo  well  before,  and 
tho’  he  did  not  want  Bufnefs,  yet  for  my  Sake  he 
would  ferve  my  Friends  what  lay  in  his  Power  ; 
or  near  thofe  Words. 

I  find  as  w'e  live  and  walk  in  the  Truth, 
there  is  an  inward  Witnefs  which  God  hath 
placed  in  the  Hearts  of  Men  that  is  reachable, 
except  in  fuch  who  are  arrived  to  a  great  Degree 
of  Hardnefs  and  Infenfibility,  and  fo  have  little 
Senfe  or  Perceivance  of  Good,  either  in  them- 

(elves 
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felves  or  in  others,  which  is  a  deplorable  State 
and  much  to  lamented.  Oh  what  Grief  of 
Heart  and  Spirit  it  hath  been  to  me,  to  hear  and 
fee  the  Wickednefs  of  fome  !  If  fuch  Wickednefs 
was  as  great  a  1  rouble  to  them  who  adted  it,  as 

it  was  to  me,  I  have  thought  they  would  foon 
grow  weary  of  it. 

Now  I  left  the  Ifland,  and  embark’d  on  board 
f  ‘John  Grijffith  Mafter,  bound  for  Brifiol 
in  old  England,  and  went  to  Sea  with  fome 
Eaft-India  Ships  that  had  put  in  at  Barbadoes, 
having  a  Ship  of  War  or  two  for  their  Convoy. 
Aher^  we  were  got  to  Sea,  they  had  fo  much 
drinking  and  caroufing  that  we  grew  weary  of 
flaying  with  them,  and  after  fome  Confideration, 
the  Captain,  who  was  a  Friend,  left  them  and 
came  fafe  to  England. 

In  our  Paffage  we  had  fome  rough  Weather 
near  the  Tropick,  which  I  mention’d  before, 
and  the  Men  and  Captain  being  much  diC- 
order’d  with  Watching  and  hard  Labour,  as  I 
remember,  for  eight  and  forty  Hours  Night  and 
Hay,  a  Calm  enfuing,  the  Captain  defir’d  me 
to  take  his  Place  for  his  Watch,  and  mind 
the  Helmfman,  and  fee  that  he  made  ftreight 
Steerage  ;  but  alas !  he  was  fo  fleepy,  it  was 
'  next  to  impoffible  to  keep  him  awake.  I 
walked  on  the  Deck,  and  had  overmuch  Work 
to  mind  the  Compafs,  and  the  Helmfman  too, 
for  a  fine  Breeze  of  Wind  came  on,  and  all  of  a 
fudden  a  very  unufual  Fear  fell  on  me,  and  I 

looked 
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looked  into  the  Sea,  and  beheld  it  appeared  to 
turn  blue,  and  as  far  as  I  could  difcern  to 
Windward,  I  faw  white  Caps  or  the  Water- 
freckle  ;  on  feeing  which,  through  Fear,  more 
than  any  great  Skill,  I  ftampt  with  my  Foot  as 
though  I  would  have  broke  the  Deck.  Out 
came  the  Captain,  but  what  with  Fear  and 
Sleep  he  could  fcarce  hit  the  Door  out  of  the 
Cabbin  ;  but  when  he  was  got  upon  the  Deck, 
he  ftampt,  and  called  out  all  his  Hands,  and 
bid  them  lower  and  jurl  the  Sails  with  Speedy 
or  elfe  we  were  all  dead  Men,  for  here  is  a 
Hurricane  juft  upon  us  :  And  no  fooner  was 
all  made  Inug  as  well  could  be  (as  the  Sea¬ 
men  phrafe  it)  but  the  Wind  blew  fo,  that  we 
thought  it  would  have  turn’d  the  Bottom  of 
the  Ship  upward  :  The  like  I  never  faw  ;  and, 
as  the  Captaiii  (aid,  we  had  not  one  Minute  to 
•  fpare  of  being  caft  away,  according  to  all  human 
Probability  ;  and,  as  the  Seamen  term  it,  it  was 
fuch  Hurry-durry  thick  Weather,  that  we  could 
fcarce  fee  any  thing  a  hundred  Yards,  which 
violent  Weather  held  for  about  an  Hour,  in 
which  Time  we  drove  by  a  VelTel,  and  were  fo 
near  her,  that  I  thought  I  could  have  flung  a 
Stone  aboard  :  Our  Ship’s  Crew  were  fore 
afraid,  and  looked  upon  her  to  be  a  Robber  j 
her  Rudder  was  lafhed  or  tied  up,  and  the  Men 
were  all  gone  off  the  Deck,  but  our  Mariners 
were  fo  affrighted,  that  they  thought  they 
would  fet  fome  Sail  and  follow  us  ;  for  no 
fooner  were  we  part  this  Ship  but  the  Weather 
grew  better,  and  away  we  ran  in  hazard  of 

bringing 


bringing  the  Marts  by  the  board,  but  through 
the  divine  Providence  of  him  that  is  Lord  over 
all,  both  Sea  and  Land,  we  eicaped  and  came 
fafe  into  Cork  in  Ireland^  where  the .  Mafter 
lived,  and  rode  there  for  fome  Time,  and 
then  weighed  for  Briflol,  intending  for  the 
Yearly-meeting  there. 

We  had  rough  Weather  in  crofling  the  Chan¬ 
nel,  before  we  came  into  the  Severn,  where  our 
Sailors,,  being  afraid  of- being  preft,  launched 
the  Boat,  and  ran  aw'ay  into  Cornwall,  leav¬ 
ing  but  four  on  board  to  bring  the  Ship  up 
the  River.  We  faw  a  Pinnace,  having  in  it  a 
Lieutenant  with  a  Crew  of  preffed  Men,  to  prefs 
more  if  they  could  find  them,  and  our  Mafter 
called  on  me,  and  defired  I  would  put  on  my 
beft  Cloaths  and  come  to  him,  and  fo  I  did, 
and  he  fet  me  on  his  right  Pland  :  By  this 
Time  up  comes  the  Lieutenant  and  afked  for 
my  Men,  taking  me  for  the  Mafter  ;  I  told 
him,  They  had  launched  the  Long-boat  and  were 
gone,  and  we  could  not  hinder  them,  they  be¬ 
ing  the  lirongefl  Party  ;  at  which  he  appeared 
very  much  enraged,  and  feemed  as  though  he 
would  have  ftruck  at  me.  T  told  him  calmly. 
He  had  more  need  pity  than  be  angry  with  us, 
pr  if  there  fhould  be  a  Gale  of  Wind,  we  were 
in  great  Danger  of  all  periling  for  want  of 
Hands,  for  I  fhewed  him  what  Force  we  had, 
viz.  fames  Bates,  whom  I  did  not  then  call 
Iny  Companion,  nor  yohn  Griffith  Captain,  the 
Cabbin-Boy  and  myfelf,  were  all  the  Men  on 

board. 
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l>oarc!.  But  he  aficed,  What  for  a  Man  that  was 
who  fat  be  fide  me  ?  I  told  hini,  He  was  a  Man 
ju^iciently  fcciif d  againfl  the  Pre/s:  Then  the 
rough  Man  fell,  and  iaid^  /  looked  like  an  honefl 
Alan,  and  he  would  take  my  Word  and  not  fearch 
Jor  Alen  :  So  I  ordered  a  Bottle  of  the  heft  Liciuor 
on  hoard  to  be  brought,  and  then  the  Lieutenant 
and  I  parted  very  friendly. 

I  write  not  this  as  a  Thing  I  approved,  but 
difliked  ;  but  being  taken  at  unawares,  had  not 
1  ime  to  Ihun  it  (as  before  mention’d)  unlefs  I 
had  expofed  my  Friend  the  Mafter  of  the  Ship  ; 
although  I  neither  (aid  nor  did,  that  I  know  of, 
any  thing  woiie  than  what  thou  leeft  here 
written  ;  I  told  the  Captain,  I  thought  he  was  a 
great  Coward,  and  had  expos  d  me  to  Hanger 
to  Ja  ve  himfelf. 


Wind  and  Weather  favouring  us,  we  came 
in  aue  Time  to  Briftol  Yearly-meeting,  where  I 
met  with  William  Edmund /on,  and  was  truly  glad 
to  fee  him  with  many  more  at  that  Place  ;  but 


my  Companion  falling  fick,  I  was  made  willing 
to  leave  him,  and  travell’d  to  London  with  yohn 
Watfon  of  Ireland,  and  a  fweet  fpirited  Man  he 
was  ;  we  got  to  London  Yearly- meeting,  where  I 
difeharged  myfelf  of  what  I  had  upon  my  Mind, 
and  came  away  in.  Peace,  and  in  the  feeling 
of  the  Love  of  God. 


yohn  Hay  dock  and  I  came  from  London  to¬ 
gether,  and  had  Meetings  in  our  Way  to  I'ork 

B  b  Yearly- 
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Yearly-meeting,  where  I  was  glad  to  fee  my 
Home  -  Friends,  and  to  enjoy  the  Love  of 
God  once  more  with  them  ;  for  this  is  our 
principal  Crown  and  Kingdom  in  this  World,- 
to  enjoy  the  favourable  Countenance  of  the 
Lord,  and  one  another  in  his  living  and  internal 
Prelence  ;  and  when  I  looked  back  upon  all 
the  Mercies  and  Deliverances  I  had  received 
from  the  mighty  God  of  Heaven  and  Earth, 
Seas,  and  Rivers  of  Water,  whofe  Hand  made 
all,  and  whofe  Eye  and  watchful  Providence 
attends  all,  and  is  over  all,  my  Soul  was  filled 
with  Thanks  and  Praifes  to  the  great  and  mod 
excellent  Name  of  him  who  lives  for  ever,  and 
hath  helped  my  Soul  to  overcome  many  flrong 
Temptations,  and  hath  borne  up  my  Head 
under  many  deep  Affiidions  an  d  Tribulations, 
renowned  for  ever  be  his  holy  Name. 

1  came  Flome  the  i  8th  of  the  Fourth  Month 
1703',  and  found  my  Children  well  ;  and  now 
1  was  under  a-Thoughtfulnefs  how  to  w'alk  and  - 
demean  myfelf  fo,  as  that  1  might  be  preferved 
near  the  Lord,  and  in  due  Reverence  and  true 
Fear  before  him  ;  that  inafmucb  as  I  found 
there  was  fomething  of  Holinefs  unto  the  Lord 
imprinted  or  ingra\en  upon  the  fletlily  Table  of 
my  Heart,  that  now  in  this  Time,  when  I  was 
not  fo  particularly  and  immediately  concerned 
in  the  like  daily  Travel  on  Truth’s  Account.  I 
might  not  lofe  the  Savour,  Relifh  and  Senfation 
of  heavenly  Things.  Some  will  read  me  here, 
in  this  ihort  Survey  I  have  been  taking  of  my 


I 


f  189  ] 

prefent  State  and  Thoughtfulnefs,  that  if  I  cnnld 
not  make  it  better,  I  might  not  make  it  worte, 
either  in  doing,  or  not  doing  any  Thing  that 
might  prove  a  Hurt  to  me  ;  for  a  Veffe!  had 
better  be  laid  by,  if  it  can  be  fpared,  than  ufed 
to  its  Hurt.  Now  in  this  careful  and  watchful 
Frame  of  Mind,  I  have  found  Prefervation  from 
Time  to  Time  to  this  Day,  by  retaining  the  Salt 
of  the  Kingdom  in  the  Soul  or  the  inward 
Man,  which  is  of  a  preferving  Quality,  with 
which  the  Veffel  is,  and  can  only  be  kept  fit 
for  the  Mafter’s  Ufe  :  If  we  lofe  this,  the  Crea¬ 
ture  foon  grows  out  of  Order  and  unfit  for  the 
Mafler’s  Ufe.  Read  and  confider  thefe  Things 
in  Time,  while  thou  haft  the  Prize  in  thy 
Hand,  and  Time  to  do,  and  receive  Good  at 
the  Hand  of  him  who  is  truly  full  of  Good, 
and  is  all  Good  ;  to  him  be  the  'Offerings  of 
Praife  and  Renown,  now  and  for  ever. 

Whilfl  I  remain’d  at  Home,  as  my  ufual 
Manner  was,  I  attended  Firft-day,  and  Week¬ 
day,  and  Monthly-meetings,  as-  alfo  Quarterly 
and  other  Meetings  for  the  Service  of  Truth, 
and  vifited  many  Meetings  up  and  down  in  the 
Country,  and  had  good  Service  and  much  Satis- 
fatlion  in  being  given  up  to  the  Service  of 
Truth  ;  but  did  not  lee  it  convenient  (as  my 
Children  were  well  placed)  to  fettle  to  keep  a 
Family,  until  my  Way  appeared  clear  to  marry, 
which  did  now  draw  on,  and  after  I  had  been 
near  feven  Years  a  Widower,  I  married  Anne 
Robinjon^  who  defeended  of  a  fubftantial  Family 

B  b  2  at 
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Hutton  in  the  Hole,  in  the  Parifh  of  Lefiins^ 
ham,  not  far  fiom  Kir  by -moot fide  in  Torkjhire. 

We  had  not  been  married  much  above  two 

^PP^^ar  in  the 

pubhck  V  ork  of  the  Miniftry,  and  indeed  very 
comfortably  and  acceptable  to  Friends,  and  (he 
Underflanding  both  of  the  Difcipline 
of  the  Church  of  Chrift,  and  aifo  in  further 
Knowledge  in  the  Work  of  the  living  Miniftry 

Time  it  came  upon  me 
to  vifK  Fnends  in  moft  Parts  of  the  Northern 
Counties  in  England  j  and  fome  fmall  Time 
a* ter  my  Return,  I  had  a  Concern  to  vifit  Friends 
in  fevera!  Parts  of  the  Southern  Counties,  Ehomas 
heedal  being  my  Companion,  who  grew  in  the 
Truth,  and  alfo  in  the  Miniftry  :  We  had 
niariy  good  Meetings  in  that  Journev,  good 

Service  and  great  Satisfadioa,  and  I  'returned' 

riome  in  reacr 


.'C, 


Novv  I  may  fay  with  Sorrow  of  Heart,  the 
1  ime  drew  on  apace  when  my  virtuous  Wife 
and  I  muft  part,  and  be  no  longer  Meet- helps  to 
one  another,  which  tve  truly  were,  and  never 
had  either  evil  Word  or  evil  Thought  againft 
each  other,  I  am  fully  fatisfied  ;  but  lived  irt 
Peace  and  true  Love  one  with  another,  and  were 
glad  w'hen  we  could  either  one  or  both  ferve 
Truth  and  Friends  :  Therefore  I  find  it  on  my 
Mind,  in  this  Place,  to  infert  jhe  following 
Relation  concerning  her,  fz. 


A  Jl.'ort 


JJjort  ACCOUNT  oj  the  Life,  Convincement, 
Qualifications,  a7id  dying  Sayings  of  that 
faithful  Handmaid  of  the  Lord,  Anne 
Ri  CHARDSON,  ’ivho  departed  this  Life 
the  i^tb  of  the  Twelfth  Month  1711,  aged 


about  Thirty-three  Years. 


H  E  was  defcended  of  an  honert:  and 


“  O  confiderable  Family  of  the  Robinfon's,  at 
“  Hutton  in  the  Hole  in  Torkfiire,  and  was 
“  convinced  in  her  young  Years,  and,  received 
“  the  Truth  in  the  Love  of.  it,  and  it  became 
“  valuable  and  precious  to  her  above  all  Things 
“  in  this  World  ;  and  through  the  blefled 
“  Work  and  Operation  of  the  Grace  and  holy 
“  Spirit  of  Truth,  (lie  was  weaned  from  the 
“  World’s  Pleafures,  Vanities  and  Recreations, 
“  from  taking  any  Delight  -  in  them  ;  and 
through  the  virtuous  and  moft  precious  Blood 
“  of  Chrift,  fhe  came  to  witnefs  her  Heart 
“  fprinkled  from  an  evil  Confcience,  and  in  a 
“  good  Degree  made  able  to  ferve  the  living 
“  God,  and  bore  a  faithful  Tertimony  againft 
“  the  neediefs  and  fuperfluous  DrelTes  ‘and 
“  Fafifions  of  the  World,  as  alfo  againft  the 
“  corrupt  Language  thereof  ;  and  came  to  be 
a  great  Lover  of  Virtue  and  Purity,  and  had 
“‘great  Satisfadion  in  being  in  good  Friends 
Company,  and  at  Friends  Meetings,  and  in 
“  much  Retirement  and  waiting  upon  the  Lord, 


who 
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«  who  in  great  Mercy  and  Condefcenfion  to 
the  Defirc  of  his  Handmaid,  gave  her  a  large 
“  Share,  not  only  of  the  Enjoyment  of  his 
“  living  Power  and  internal  Prefence,  but  alfo 
«  a  Knowledge  and  clear  Sight  into  thofe 
“  Things  that  appertain’d  to  Life  and  Salva¬ 
tion  :  And  after  Truth  thus  prevailed  over 
her,  it  brought  every  Thought  into  the  Obe¬ 
dience  of  Chrifl:,  and  lubjedted  her  ^V^ill  to 
“  the  Will  of  God,  w'hich  is  a  great  Work 
“  yet  requifite  to  the  Mw  Birth,  without  which 
“  there  is  no  Regeneration  ;  and  without  Rege- 
“  neration  and  being  born  again,  there  is  no 
“  entring  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 

After  this  great  Change  was  wrought  in 
her,  it  was  evident  through  the  remaining 
Part  of  hei  T.  ime,  that  flie  was  much  pre— 

“  ferved  under  the  Power,  Influence,  and 
Guidance  of  the  peaceable,  meek  and  quiet 
“  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  grew  daily  more 
“  and  more  in  the  Favour  and  Love  of  God, 

“  and  was  much  beloved  of  God’s  People,  and 
“  indeed  of  her  Relations,  Neighbours  and  Ac- 
“  quaintance,  who  were  not  of  her  Perfuafion, 

“  and  fhe  walked  fo  wifely  and  prudently  in 
“  all  her  Ways,  that  fhe  fought  not  her  own 
“  Honour  and  Intereft,  But  the  Honour  of  the 
"  Lord,  and  inward  Peace  with  him,  which 
“  flie  had  a  Regard  unto  in  all  her  Under- 
“  takings  ;  fo  that  even  fuch  who  fought  for  an 
“  Occafion  againft  Truth  and  the  Profeflbrs  of 
“  it,  had  nothing  to  fay  againft  her,  not  even 

“  from 
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from  her  Childhood  to  the  Day  of  her  Death, 
for  {he  was  generally  beloved  and  fpoken 
well  of  by  all  who  knew  her,  and  many 
were  deeply  and  forrowfully  affedled  to  part 
with  her,  both  Friends  and  others  ;  the  like 
hath  not  often  been  feen  in  thole  Parts,  and 
not  without  fome  Caufe,  for  fbe  was  a 
Woman  of  an  upright  Life,  and  exemplary 
Converfation  before  all,  and  gave  no  Offence 
to  or  Gentile,  nor  to  the  Church  of 

Chilli:  :  Charitable  to  the  Poor  ;  a  true  Sym¬ 
pathizer  with  fuch  as  were  in  Afflidlion  and, 
Diftrefs,  whether  in  Body  or  in  Mind,  which 
was  manifeded  in  her  frequent  Vilits  to  fuch, 
and  by  other  Means  clearly  demonffrated  ; 
She  was  a  Woman  endued  with  great  Pa¬ 
tience,  and  with  a  quiet  and  ferene  Mind, 
well  qualified  and  fitted  to  her  Hufband’s 
Circumftance,  (whofe  Lot  it  was  often  to 
be  abroad  in  the  Service  of  the  Truth)  an 
honourable  and  a  faithful  Wife,  willing  to 
give  up  her  All  for  Chrift'and  the  Gofpel’s 
Sake,  counting  nothing  in  this  World  too 
near  or  dear  to  part  with,  for  the  Glory  of 
God.  and  the  Advancement  of  the  ever  blelTed 
Truth,  Peace  and  Salvation  of  her  own  Soul, 
and  the  Good  of  others. 

“  One  Thing  is  remarkable  and  worthy  of 
Commemoration,  which  I  infert  as  follow- 
etb,  that  others  in  the  like  Cafe  may  not 
barely  and  outwardly  imitate  her,  but  feel¬ 
ingly  come  up  in  her  heavenly  Fraftice  and 

‘‘  Experience, 


[  194  ] 

Experience,  under  the  Influence,  Light  and 
“  Help  of  God’s  holy  and  bleffed  Spirit,  viz. 
“  When  that  worthy  Servant  of  Jefus  Chrift* 
“  Jobn^  Bowjlead,  return’d  from  London  Yearly! 
“  meeting  through  feverai  Counties  to  Tork^  and 
“  fo  Home  with  me,  not  long  before  my  Wife 
“  was  taken  away  ;  and-  having  fome  Difcourfe 
“  with  her,  he  alked  about  feverai  Things  of 
“  Moment,  efpecially  about  her  Hulband  being 
“  fo  much  from  Home,  fhe  gave  him  this  An- 
fwer  j  Lhnt  tnnjfniich  ns  fho  ^civo  tip  hcv 
“  Hiijhand  chearjtUly  and  freely  to  ferve  the  Lord. 
‘‘  and  to  be  Jerviceable  to  the  Church  of  Chrijf 
“  JJoe  did  not  only  fynipathize  and  feel  with  him 
in  his  mod  adverfe  and  low  State,  but  par- 
“  took  with  him  in  his  befi  Enjoyments,  when  the 
“  Power  of  Truth  prevailed  over  all  its  Enemies ; 
“  altho’  I  am  then  far  from  him,  yet  1  partake 
“  of  the  Spoil,  or  the  fliedding  abroad  of  the  good 
“  Things  of  God  among  his  People,  as  my  Heart 
•'  goes  along  with  the  IVork  of  the  Lord,  and 
“  fuch  as  are  engaged  in  it  ;  and  in  ail  my 
“  Hufbands's  JfliBions  1  am  afiiSled  with  him  : 
“  And  one  of  my  main  Concerns  is,  that  neither 
‘  ‘  I,  nor  any  Thing  in  this  IVorld,  may  detain  my 
“  Hiipand  from  doing  what  the  Lord  calls  for  at 
“  his  Hand  ;  for  if  any  Thing  hurt  him  as  to 
“  the  Truth,  what  Good  can  I  expeSi  of  him  f 
This  fohn  much  admir’d,  with  the  deep  and 
“  weighty  Reafons  flie  gave  about  the  Chrifian 
“  Difcipline  of  the  Church,  and  concerning 
“  the  Miniftry,  the  like,  he  faid,  he  had  not 
‘‘  nut  with  in  all  his  Travels  btjore  j  yet  Are 

“  was 
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“  was  a  Woman  of  few  Words,  and  expfeft 
“  much  in  a  little  Compafs  :  And  when  flie 
“  was  taken  away,  oh  !  the  Lofs  and  Sorrow 
“  he  exprelTed  to  me  in  a  Letter  concerning 
“  her  Death. 

“  She  was  very  clear  In  her  Underftanding, 

“  had  a  penetrating  and  difcerning  Eye,  a  great 
“  and  inward  Senfe  of  the  State  of  a  Meeting, 

“  as  alfo  of  their  feveral  particular  States.  '  I 
“  cannot  at  prefent  defcribe  to  the  full  all  the 
“  hidden  Virtues  of  this  Handmaid  of  the 
“  Lord,  but  there  were  many  vifible  Fruits  ’ 

“  of  her  virtuous  Mind,  that  did  appear  to  the 
“  Children  of  Men,  fome  of  which  were  thefe, 

“  viz.  She  was  an  affedlionate  and  tender 
“  Mother  to  her  Children,  yet  did  corredl  them 
“  when  Occafion  required,  without  Paffion,  or 
“  the  leaft  Appearance  of  Diforder  of  Mind, 

“  and  ftill  had  them  in  great  Subjeilion  ;  at 
“  which  I  often  admir’d,  and  thought,  furely 
“  file  is  come,  by  the  Workings  of  the  holy 
“  Spirit,  to  a  greater  Dominion  over  her  own 
“  Spirit  than  many  who  appeared  to  be  her 
“  Equals.  ^  She  was  a  true  Chriftia?i,  a  loving 
“  and  dutiful  Child  to  her  Parents,  a  good 
“  Neighbour,  a  faithful  Wife,  a  loving  and 
tender-hearted  Dame  over  her  Servants,  and  '' 
“  overcame  them  with  Love,  and  was  much 
“  beloved  by  them,  and  alfo  fear’d  ;  they  lov’d 

her,  and  were  very  unwilling  to  difoblige  or 
‘‘  offend  her. 

C  c  «t 
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She  appeared  and  behaved  herfelf  as  be¬ 
came  a  fandlified  Vefiel,  that  was  in  a  good 
*'  degree^  fitted  and  prepared  for  the  great 
Mafter  s  Ufe,  and  often  appeared  as  one  that 
had  been  fecretly  in  fome  Intercourfe  with 
“  Jefus  Chrift  in  Spirit,  where  his  Glory  had 
more  particularly  (hone  in  and  over  her  Soul, 
“  not  only  becaufe  of  the  Gravity  and  Solidity 
“  of  her  Countenance,  but  alfo  the  Tender- 
nefs,  Humility  and  Sweetnefs  of  her  Mind 
and  Spirit,  Weightinefs  of  her  Converfation, 
Edification  of  her  Advice,  Soundnefs  of  her 
“  Judgment,  and  Clearnefs  of  her  Under(fand- 
ing  ;  all  which  made  her  Company  very 
acceptable  while  among  the  Living.  Her 
“  Heart  was  often  fill’d  with  the  Love  of  God, 
“  and  early  raifed  and  enabled  to  fpeak  a  Word 
in  Seafon  unto  many  States  and  Conditions, 
“  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  in  her  pv/n 
“  Family,  amongft  her  Neighbours,  or  in  the 
“  Church  of  Chrilf,  in  Teftimony  to  Matters 
“  relating  to  the  Worfhip  of  God,  or  in  Matters 
“  relating  to  Dilcipline,  efpecially  in  the  Meet- 
“  ings  of  her  own  Sex,  where  fhe  had  a  great' 

‘  “  Service,  and  will  be  greatly  wanted.  She  had 
“  great  Care  upon  her  for  the  good  Educa- 
“  lion  of  our  Youth  in  Plainnefs  of  Habit  and 
“  Language,  that  they  might  be  preferved  out 
“  of  the  Corruptions  of  the  World  in  all  the' 
“  Parts  thereof  ;  in  all  which  Services  (he  will 
“  be  much  milfed  :  Yet  we  being  fenfible, 

“  that  her  Removal  is  her  great  Gain,  it  helps 
“  to  alleviate  our  Sp/row  and  Lofs,  which  is 

"  great, 
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“  great,  and  will  not  foon  be  forgotten  by 
“  many  who  had  the  Benefit  and  Comfort  of  ’ 
“  her  good  Services.  Alfo  her  watchful  and 
“  folid  fitting  in  our  Meetings  for  Worfhip  was 
“  remarkable,  with  very  little  Motion  that  was 
“  perceivable  ;  yet  when  the  leaft  Stirrings  of 
'  “  Life  in  her  Mind  were  perceived,  in  order  to 
“  bring  her  forth  in  Teftimony,  the  Meeting 
“  was  truly  glad,  and  the  Living  amongft  us  re- 
“  joiced  at  it,  for  her  Appearance  was  with  the 
“  Wife,  and  in  the  Language  of  the  holy  Spirit ; 

“  which  was  a  clear  Demonftration  that  the 
“  Work  was  the  Lord’s,  and  by  and  through 
“  his  Spirit  and  Power  ;  all  which  gave  her  a 
“  great  Place  in  the  Minds  of  faithful  Friends 
“  and  Brethren.  But  flie  is  gone  in  the  Prime 
“  and  Flower  of  her  Age  !  which  fets  before 
“  and  is  a  Memento  unto  us,  to  fhew  us  the 
“  Uncertainty  of  our  Time  here,  and  to  pre- 
“  pare  for  one  certain  to  come,  that  Death  may 
“  not  overtake  us  at  unawares  before  we  are 
“  prepared  for  it, 

“  I  come  now  to  the  Time  of  her  long 
“  Weaknefs,  in  which  flic  was  preferved  in 
“  great  Patience,  Steadinefs  and  Refignation  of 
“  Mind'  to  the  Will  of  God,  even  unto  the 
“  End  j  and  fhe  enjoyed  much  heavenly  Com- 
“  fort  and  Confolation  in  the  living  Prefence 
“  of  the  Lord  to  her  immortal  Soul,  fo  that 
“  when  flie  was  afleed.  Whether  Jhe  thought  JJ^e 
“  might  recover  or  not  ?  She  mildly  replied, 

‘‘  She  veas  afraid  to  defire  to.  live  y  becaufe,  faid 

c  c  2  ‘  flie^ 
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“  Hie,  I  believe  If  it  pkafi  the  Lord  to  lake  me 
away  now,  it  would  be  well  with  me,  for  1  find 
nothing  that  lies  as  a  Burden  upon  my  Spirit. 

u  ^  iiitle 

lelhmcny  1  have  been  concerned  in,  this  is  my 

■€£  y  ^  Satisfaction,  that  I  can  truly  fay 
1  did  not  kindle  any  ft  range  Fire,  and  there- 
“  pore  could  not  warm  myjelf  at  the  Sparks 
‘‘  thereof-,  but  what  I  did  in  that  Matter  was 
“  in  the  Conftraining  of  the  Love  of  God :  and 
when  my  Cup  was  fulft  I  a  little  emptied 
my f elf  among  the  Lord  People,  yet  very  fen-  ' 

f  f^iy  own  IV eaknefs  and  Poverty,  and 
ojten  thought  myfelf  unworthy  of  the  lead  of 
the  Lord's  Mercies* 

^  Many  favoury  Expreflions  fte  fooke  that 
v/ere  not  written  then,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  remembered  ;  we  having  fome  Flopes 
^  of  her  Recovery,  it  rather  caufed  an 'Omiffion 
as  to  filch  a  due  Obfervance  of  what  flie  faid 
as  otherwife  it  is  like  would  have  been  ; 
Although  llie  was  heard  to  fay  not  long  before 
file  fell  v/eak,  She  thought  her  Tijije  would  not 
be  long  in  this  V/ orld.  I  never  heard  an  un- 
becoming  or  unfavoury  Word  come  from 
her,  let  the  Provocation  thereto  be  what  it 
would,  no,  not  in  the  Time  of  her  Health  ; 
and  in  her  Weakneis,  fhe  was  much  fwaU 
lowed  up  in  the  luminous  and  internal  Pre- 
fence  of  her  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chriff, 
and  often  fang  Prailes  unto  his  worthy 
Kan'iC,  ^and  appbaPd  as  one  wholly  redeemed 

.  from 


[  199  ] 

“  from  this  World,  whofe  Heart  was  fet  upon, 
“  and  Mind  intent,  and  earneftly  engaged  in 
“  the  Purfuit  after  Heaven  and  heavenly  Things. 
“  BlefTed  be  the  Lord,  (lie  had  witnelTed  a  Part 
“  in  the  firfi  RefiirreBion,  and  over  fuch  the 
“  fecond  Death  hath  no  Power  ;  and  no  doubt 
“  but  (he  lived  and  believed  in  Jefus  Chrifl, 
“  even  unto  the  End  of  her  Time  here,  and 
“  palTed  away  without  any  Appearance  of  Strug- 
“  gling  or  Sorrow,  I  believe  into  a  Manfion  of 
“  Glory,  where  her  Soul  (hall  (ing  Hallelujah  to 
“  the  Lord  God  and  the  Lamb  for  ever,  with 
“  all  thofe  who  have  overcome  the  World,  the 
“  Bead  and  falfe  Erophet,  and  every  Thing 
“  the  Lord’s  Controverly  is  with,  and  who  have 
“  not  loved  their  Lives  unto  Death,  but  given 
“  up  that  Life  they  had  in  any  wrong  Thing 
“  whatfoever.” 

When  I  had  drawn  up  the  foregoing  Account, 
and  fliewed  it  to  fome  difcreet  Friends,  they 
faid.  It  was  not  beyond  her  Worth  f  yet  when  I 
looked  it  over  again,  with  an  Intent  to  infert  it 
here,  1  thought  it  looked  too  large  j  but  upon 
more  mature  Deliberation,  I  could  not  find 
what  Part  to  omit,  but  it  would  hurt  the  whole 
Matter,  therefore  as  I  found  it  contained  En¬ 
couragement  to  all  tender  and  well-minded 
People,  to  perfevere  in  Faithfulnefs  unto  the  End  ; 
Caution  againft  Pride,  Paflion,  and  indulging  or 
fparing  any  wrong  Thing  in  Church  or  Family  ; 
and  fomething  of  Advice  to  feveral  Conditions 
and  Growth’s  in  the  Church  of  Chrift  ;  it 
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appeared  moft  eafy  to  me,  not  to  lofe  any  of 
thofe  good  Fragments  which  had  any  Thing  of 
a  heavenly  Savour  in  them,  and  if  I  have  not 
mifs’d-it,  there  is  fomething  that  has  a  living 
Rehlh,  for  without  that  I  /Iwuld  foon  be  weary 
of  either  writing  or  Ipeaking.  ^ 

Not  long  after  the  Departure  of  my  Wife,  it 
came  upon  me  to  vifit  the  fouthern  Parts  of 
England,  and  fome  Parts  of  Wales,  and  I  had 
good  Service  and  great  Satisfadion  j  and  I  was 
alfo^  at  London,  John  Adam  being  my  Com¬ 
panion,  ^who  was  an  innocent,  clean  fpirited 
Man. 


Again,  I  found  it  required  of  me  to  vifit  the 
South  Weft  Parts  of  England,  in  the  Year  1717, 
and  I  travelled  through  the  Weft  Part  of  Tork- 
Jhire  into  Wjimorland,  Lancajhire,  Chelhire,  and 
fo  on  to  Briftol,  and  as  far  as  Cornwall,  and  had 
many  good  Meetings  j  altho’  I  travelled  alone, 
yet  the  Lord  in  whom  I  put  my  Truft  and  de¬ 
pended  upon,  helped  me,  and  bore  up  my  Head 
through  and  over  all,  renowned  be  his  moft 
honourable  Name  now  and  for  ever. 


I 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  77iy  Vifit 
to  Friends  in  Ireland. 

IN  the  Year  1722  it  was  renewed  upon  me 
to  go  into  Ireland  ;  the  Thoughts  of  it  had 
been  long  upon  my  Mind,  but  now  the  Time 
leemed  to  be  fully  come,  to  pay  that  long 
thought  of  Vifit  ;  and  Jofeph  Bunting  of  Cum¬ 
berland  being  my  Companion,  we  went  from 
Yearly-meeting,  which  was  a  large  and 
good  Meeting,  and  pafled  along  to  Whitehaven^ 
and  took  fhipping  for  Dublin,  and  ftaid  their 
Half-year’s  Meeting,  which  was  large,  and  in 
which  the  living  Power  and  Prefence  of  the 
Lord  was  felt  amongfl:  us  ;  exalted  over  all  be 
the  mighty  Name  of  the  Lord,  for  thofe  and  all 
his  Mercies. 

I 

I  had  there  many  good  Meetings,  and  alfo 
met  with  fome  hard  ones  (as  is  the  Lot  of  fuch 
who  are  called  to  this  Vocation)  and  the  bell 
Way  I  have  found,  when  I  met  with  fuch,  is 
firft  to  regard  our  Call,  then  to  mind  our  daily 
■'  Steps  we  take  in  that  Vocation  into  which  we 
are  called,  and  take  fpecial  Care  to  have  along 
with  us  the  Company  and  Counfel  of  him  that 
hath  fo  called  us  ;  this  is  the  Way  fully  and 
truly  to  difcharge  ourfelves  of  that  Truft  the 
Lord  hath  repoled  in  us,  to  the  mutual  Com¬ 
fort  and  Edification  of  the  Churches  of  Chrift, 

and 
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and  alfo  to  the  Peace  and  Confolation  of  our 
own  Souls. 

It  is  now  with  me  to  write  the  following 
Remarks  of  Ireland,  which  will  not  be  remote 
to  the  State  of  Friends  in  many  other  Places, 
where  there  is  a  right,  found  living  Miniftry 
preferved,  and  good  Difcipline  exercifed,  which 
moftly  go  together  :  There  Truth  and  Friends 
are  kept  generally  in  good  Efteem,  and  alfo 
thriving  ;  but  where  thefe  fail,  efpecially  the 
IDifciphne,  oh  !  how  undue  Liberty,  and  the 
Fafhions  of  the  World,  with  many  corrupting 
Things,  creep  in  amongft  '  the  ProfelTors  of 
Truth,  even  unto  the  Reproach  thereof,  and 
Scandal  of  thofe  who  are  fo  prevailed  upon  ; 
and  hearty  Sorrow  of  fuch  as  know  and  feel 
the  Hurt  of  thefe  Things  :  Oh!  what  a  Hinder- 
ance  this  is  to  the  Progrefs  of  the  ever  bleffed 
Truth  in  the  Earth  ;  and  indeed  it  hath  been  ia 
my  Mind,  that  the  main  Work  in  this  our  Day 
is  to  fearch  into  the  Churches,  and  endeavour 
^  to  bring  them  into  fuch  a  Condition,  that  it 
may  once  more  be  faid,  Follow  Chrijl  as  you 
have  us  for  Examples  ;  not  only  here  and  there 
one,  but  the  Believers  in  general ;  fo  it  will 
be,  when  we  as  a  People  all  fpeak  the  fame 
Thing,  or  that  which  is  agreeable,  as  well  in 
our  Pradtice  (fo  often  recommended)  as  in 
Faith  and  Dodlrine  ;  for  I  have  ever  underftood 
Examples  to  be  more  prevalent  than  Precept : 
But  if  any  amongft  Friends  be  grown  fo  hardy, 
and  fb,  unfenfible,  as  to  prefer  fome  fooliih 

Fafhions, 
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Fafhions,  which  to  me  appear  to  be  (hameful 
and  undecent,  it  is  an  evident  Demohftration 
they  are  departed  too  much  from  the  Principles 
and  Pradfices  of  our  worthy  Elders  in  the 
Truth  ;  which  I  fear  is  the  Cafe  of  too  many, 
both  in  that  Nation  and  in  England. 

Let  not  any  fay,  that  I  fmite  in  the  Dark, 
and  do  not  tell  what  I  mean  j  for  feme  few  Par¬ 
ticulars  I  intend  to  mention  for  the  Eafe  of  my 
Mind  :  I  have  feen  feveral  Changes  of  Faflrions 
in  forty  Years  Time  ;  our  firfl  Friends  and  Pro¬ 
moters  of  Truth  came  out  in  the  Lord’s  Work 
and  heavenly  Power,  plain,  and  generally  con¬ 
tinued  fo  for  their  Time  j  but  alas  !  how  foon 
there  appeared  an  Alteration,  in  feme  Men 
efpecially,  when  the  Weight  of  Sufferings  was 
over  ;  it  then  began  to  appear,  and  hath  from 
Time  to  Time  continued  to  encreafe  ever  fince, 
among  feme  profefling  Truth  with  us,  not  only 
in  extravagant  Wigs,  with  much  Powder  in  them, 
but  alfo  in  Qrofe- pockets,  needlefs  Capes,  and  divers 
Cuts  and  Shapes  in  their  Cloathing,  in  Conformity 
to  the  prevailing  Fafhions  of  the  Times,  as  well 
as  in  fetting  up  their  Hats  ;  all  which  appear  to 
me  more  likely  to  lead  thofe,  who  follow  them, 
into  Eg)pt,  or  the  World'  again,  than  into  the 
heavenly  Country,  or  Canaan,  which  we  profefs 

to  be  preffing  after,  and  hope  to  obtain  in 
the  End. 

Now,  not  to  let  the  Female  pafs  without  my 
Obfervation  on  them;  I  well  remember  in  my 
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younger  Years,  efpecially  in  great  Towns  and 
Cities,  I  have  met  with  thofe  that  profeffed 
Truth  with  us,  who  have  had  but  very  little 
Coverings  on  their  Heads,  and  others  that  have 
had  m,ore  fet  up  at  a  confiderable  Diftance  above 
their  Foreheads,  and  both  thele  Soits  perhaps 
hare  necked.  When  I  have  met  with  fuch  I  have 
faid.  What  a  fair  or  beautiful  Daughter  of  Sion 
"wouldji  thou  be,  if  thou  wouldfi  put  on  Truth 
and  Chrtfl’s  Righteoufnef,  and  put  away  all 
theje  foolijh  Fafnons  f  And  in  Families,  when  I 
have  aiked  feme  Particulars,  What  they  could 
fay  for  thefe  Dreffes,  and  being  (o  naked,  both 
Fleck  and  Shoulders,  I  received  this  Anfwer,  or 
fomething  like  it.  That  it  was  good  for  their 
Health,  to  keep  their  Temples  cool,  and '  to  learn 
to  be  hardy,  by  expef  ng  themjelves  thus  to  the  Air 
in  their  Jouth  :  But  if  that  was  the  true  Reafon, 

I  added  this  Caution  to  them  ;  To  confider  duly, 
if  Religion  did  not,  yet  the  Modefty  of  their  Sex 
fhould,  reclaim  them  jrctn  it.  Sometimes,  with 
the  Diflike  I  fliewed  to  thefe  Things,  I  advifed 
tbem.  That  they  would  cover  their  naked  Skin, 
and  no  more  expoje  themjelves  to  the  Lufi  and  vain 
Speculation  of  the  worfl,  and  great  Trouble  of 
their  be  ft  Friends  ;  and  word;  of  all,  to  the  great 
Hurt  of  themjelves,  and  in  a  manner  deflroying 
all  reafonable  Claim  to  Chrift  :  For  how  can  our 
Love  to,  and  Faith  in  him  be  true  and  found, 
when  our  Pradice  is  fo  remote  unto  the  Pradtice 
and  Example  of  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  which 
they  gave  and  endeavoured  to  inculcate  ?  Be  not 
ormed  to  this  IVorld,  but  be  ye  tr 


hy  the  renewing  of  y  our  Mindy  that  ye  may  prove 
what  is  that  good  and  acceptable,  and  perfedi 
Will  of  God,  Rom,  xii.  2.  Whofe  Adorning,  let 
it  not  be  that  outward  Adorning  of  plaiting  the 
Hair,  and  of  wearing  Gold^  or  of  putting  on  of 
Apparel ;  but  let  it  be  the  hidden  Man  of  the 
Heart,  in  that  which  is  not  corruptible,  even 
the  Ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  Spirit,  which 
is  in  the  Sight  of  God  of  great  Price  :  For  after 
this  Manner  in  the  old  Fime,  the  holy  W omen  alfo 
who  trufted  in  God  adorned  themfelves,  being  in 
SubjeSfion  unto  their  own  Hufbands,  i  Per.  iii,  3, 
4,  f.  Alas !  Woe  is  me,  for  the  Hurt  of  the 
Daughter  of  Sion,  when  I  conlider  with  Regret 
from  whence  fuch  are  fallen,  if  ever  reftored 
out  of  the  Fall. 

If  we  as  a  People  fhould  follow  fuch  Ex¬ 
amples  as  I  have  touched  upon,  certainly  we 
fliall  become  an  Hifling  and  a  Bye-word  to  all 
Nations  round  about,  who  may  have  heard  of 
us,  and  what  great  Things  the  Lord  vA  Hofts 
hath  done  for  us  fince  we  became  a  People,  as 
may  and  has  been  feen  and  heard  in  Examples, 
Words  and  Writings  from  our  faithful  Friends 
and  Brethren  (the  chief  Promulgators  of  Truth 
and  Righteoufnefs)  in  their  unwearied  Labours, 
Faith  and  Sufferings  for  the  Caufe  and  Tefti- 
mony  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  what  alfo  was  not 
lefs  remarkable,  by  their  exemplary  Lives  of 
Plainnefs,  Humility,  Sincerity,  and  Self-denial, 
with  Works  of  Charity. 
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■  ^  ^ow  thou  that  readeft  this,  beware  that- thou 
■  doft  not  kt  in  any  wrong  Mind,  and  in  that 
begin  to  judge  me  inftead  of  judging  thyfelf  j 
for  as  .far  as  I  know,  .1  have  but  done  my  Duty  : 
See  firft,  that  thou  doft  thine  before  thou  begins 
to  judge  me.  Bear  this  Caution  from  thy 
Friend,  thou  that  God  hath  endued  with  his 
Spirit,  and  wait  till  this  holy  Spirit  of  Truth  is 
upon  thee  a  Spirit  of  Judgment  ;  as  thou  abidefl 
under  thefe.  Qualifications,  thou  art  fit  to  fit  in 
Judgment,  and  judge  wrong  Things  in  thyfelf 
firff,  next  in  thy  Family,  and  then  in  the 
Church  of  Chrift  ;  and  be  unwearied  in  thy 
Labours  to  preferve,  as  weil  as  to  refiore,  what 
thou  art  capable  of  doing  in  the  Church  of 
.thrift,  from  all  wrong  Ways  and  Things  ;  for 
if  Corruption  and  Slacknefs  come  in,  and  pre¬ 
vail  over  the  Leader,'  as  well  as  over  thofe 
whom  God  hath  raifed  thee  up  to  be  a  Help 
unto,  then  will  the  Lord  deal  with  both  thee 
and  them  fome  other  Way  ;  for  I  am  fatisfied 
the  Lord  will  turn  his  Hand  upon  his  People 
in  thefe  Days,  as  he  did  upon  Ijrnel  formerly, 
faying  by  his  Prophet,  He  'would  fudge  away 
her  Drofs,  and  take  away  all  her  Tin  ;  not  only 
ail  grofs  Evils,  but  alio  that  which  in  Appear¬ 
ance  may  be  like  Truth,  but  is  not  Truth  : 
fnis  was  and  will  be  the  W^ay  to  refiore  Judges 
as  at  the  prjf  and  Counlellors  as  at  the  Be¬ 
ginning  :  Oh  !  then  (hall  the  Gentiles  fee  thy 

Right eoufnejs^  and  all  Kings  thy  Glory ^  faith  the 
Piophet. 
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Although  there  is  great  Occaficn  for  an 
Amendment  in  many,  yet  there  is  a  bright  and 
heavenly- minded  Remqant  in  England,  Ireland, 
and  many  other  Parts  in  the  World,  againft 
whom  I  find  not  any  thing  to  prefs  upon  my 
Mind  to  complain  of ;  but  a  Word  of  Encou¬ 
ragement  Iprings  in  the  Life,  in  the  Love  and 
good  Will  of  God,  to  prefs  and  perfuade  you  to 
a  fteady  Perfeverance  in  the  true  Faith,  and 
in  an  exemplary  and  pious  Life,  ( I  never  faw 
more  Need  of  this  than  now,  according  to  my 
View  of  the  State  of  Things)  that  when  the 
Lord  the  righteous  Judge,  who  will  bring,  everv 
Work  into  Judgment,  with  every  fecret  'Ihing, 
thefe,  as  before-mention’d,  may  be  found  clear 
of  the  Blood  of  all  Men,  feeing  that  they  have 
warned  them,  and  given  Notice  when  they  have 
feen  any  Danger,  or  an  Enemy  approach  nigh 
to  them. 

Here  is  Work  for  fuch  as  God  hath  fet  up  as 
Watchmen  over  his  People,  to  fee  that  thofe  do 
not  go  on  in  Bye-wayes,  who  profefs  Truth, 
and  leave  the  Way  of  Truth  unoccupied  by 
them  •,  here  is  Work  for  the  true  Judges,  who 
have  the  Spirit  of  Judgment  upon  them  :  And 
notwithftanding  fome,  here  and  there,  who  may 
ho  found  in  the  faithful  Difcharge  of  that  Trnfl 
the  Lord  hath  repofed  in  them,  may  meet  with 
fome  Oppofition  from  fuch  as  are  unfaithful, 
and  not  willing  to  be  bounded  and  girded  by 
the  Tiuth,  no  not  fo  much  as  to  an  outward 
Conformity  to  the  Plainnefs  and  Decency,  fo 

much 
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much  and  frequently  recommended  by  the 
Writings,  by  publick  Teftimonies,  and  alfo  in 
our  Meetings  for  Difcipline  ;  for  it  is  a  con- 
fiderable  Branch  of  our  Meetings  for  Difcipline, 
to  infpedl  into,  and  take  Care  to  fee  that  Friends 
walk  orderly  as  becomes  our  holy  Profeffion  ; 
and  when  wrong  Steps  are  made,  and  wrong 
Ways  are  gone  into,  and  Liberty  taken  by  any 
who  do  profefs  Truth  with  us,  that  fuch  may  be 
dealt  with,  and  the  Evil,  as  alfo  the  bad  Con- 
fequence  thereof,  laid  before  them,  and  they 
be  laboured  with,  and  not  left  j  for  although  it 
may  be  but  a  fnaall  Appearance  or  Beginning  of 
a  Lepfofy,  which  is  naturally  apt  to  fpread, 
unlefs  proper  Applications,  and  in  due  Time  too, 
be  made  in  the  Wifdom  and  Love  of  God  • 
yet  if  any  there  be  who  prefer  their  own  Wills, 
and  fo  far  love  that  Life  they  have  in  thofe 
Things,  that  are  not  only  evil  in  thernfelves,  but 
alfo  of  evil  Confequence  by  their  bad  Example, 
more  than  they  love  Truth  and  the  Unity  of  the 
Brethren,  fuch  had  better  for  Truth’s  Sake,  and 
for  the  Reputation  of  the  Teftimony  thereof,  be 
dealt  with,  for  Eafe  of  the  Minds  of  the  Faithful, 
who  fuffer  under  the  Senfe  they  frequently  labour 
uf  ^  Cloud  of  Darknels  and  Oppreffion,  wrong 
.  Ways  and  w’rong  Things. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  a  Hint  here,  at 
what  Door  many  have  gone  out  into  divers 
Evils  ;  F/r^,  by  being  brought  by  Cuftom  to  be 
in  love  with  Strong-drink,  and  keeping  loofe 
Company  5  for  even  fuch  have  been  fo  far  a 
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Means  to  corrupt,  and  in  Time  to  draw  away 
the  Mind  from  that  Simplicity  and  Purity  the 
Lord’s  People  ought  to  live  in,  until  a  Cloud 
has  come  over  the  Underftanding,  and  the  Senfe 
of  the  Virtue  and  heavenly  Savour  of  the  pre¬ 
cious  Truth  is  loft  ;  and  then  the  eld  Inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  Land  (comparatively  fpeaking)  croud 
in  again,  as  Pride,  Paffion,  Luft,  Envy,  looje  Con- 
verfation,  open  Drunkennefs  ;  nay  fome  worfe 
Spirits  than  ever  had  poflefled  them  before,  have 
now  entred  their  Minds  with  the  former,  that 
were  once  meafurably  overcome  and  caft  out ;  it 
is  therefore  certain,  that  the  JEnd  «)f  thefe  will 
be  miferable,  except  the  Lord  grants  them  a 
Place  of  Repentance  while  here. 

Now  my  tender  and  well  beloved  Friends, 
watch  againft  and  ftrive  to  keep  out  the  Enemy 
that  he  enter  not  ;  for  what  Way  foever  he,  enters 
and  gets  footing,  he  defiles  God’s  Temple  ; 
and  before  thou  witnefles  the  Lord  to  deftroy 
him  and  caft  him  out  again,  thou  muft  have 
many  a  fore  Combat,  and  fome  Warfare  (per¬ 
haps  more  than  thou  art  aware  of)  before  tbou 
gaineft  all  the  Ground  thou  haft  loft,  by  giving 
way  to  the  Adverfary  of  thy  Soul  ;  therefore 
keep  upon  thy  Watch -toveer,  watch  unto  the 
End,  watch  and  pray  continually,  that  ye  enter 
not  into  I’emptation,  faid  our  great  Lord  unto 
his  Followers ;  for  I  have  found  by  Experience, 
that  it  is  harder  to  gain  what  we  have  loft,  than 
to  keep  it  while  we  had  it  j  and  to  improve 
our  Talents,  is  not  only  the  Way  to  have  them 

continued. 


cbfitinued,  but  alfo  to  have  them  more  abun¬ 
dantly  added  unto  us ;  but  fuch  as  do  not 
improve-  what-  is  given  unto  them,  even  that 
which  they  have  been  intruded  with  fliall  be 
'  taken  from  them  :  Oh  how  defolate  and 
milerable  fuch  will-  be  in  ^the^  Day  of  Account, 
when  Chrift,  like  a  great  Shepherd,  divides  the 
Sheep  from  the  Goats,  and  between  the  Jlothful 
and  iht  faithful  Servants,  between  the  wife  and 
ihtfooUjh  Virgins,  and  between  all  thofe  who 
adhered  to,  obey’d,  and  followed  him  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Meafure  of  Light  and  Knowledge 
received,  and  thofe  who  have  rejedled  and  dif- 
obeyed  the  Strivings  and  Convidlions  of  God’s 
holy  Light,  and  bleffed  Spirit,  placed  in  the 
Hearts  of  the  Children  of  Men  to  enlighten, 
inftrud,  reprove,  comfort,  and  guide,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  State  of  every  individual  Mind,  as  it 
is  conformable  or  difobedient  to  inward  Con¬ 
victions.  So  is  this  holy  Gift  a  Witnefs  for,  or 
againttj-  to  accufe,  or  excufe  in  thy  Confcience, 
according  as  thy  good  or  evil  Doings  are  and 
do  prevail  in  thy  Heart  and  Soul.  But  this  is 
fomewhat  a  Digreffion  from  the  hiftorical  Part 
of  my  Travels  ;  for  as  I  have  mentioned  before 
my  going  into  Ireland,  A.  fhall  now  fay  fomething 
more  particularly  thereof : 

.  -t  ! 

We  journeyed  from  Dublin  towards  Cork,  and 
had  feveral  Meetings  in  our  Way^  as  at  Baili- 
cane,  Culladine,  Wexford,  Lamb'll  own,  Water¬ 
ford,  Clonmef  Cafiel,  Toughall,  Cork,  and  ftaid 
their  Province-meeting  for  Munfter,  which  was  a 
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good  and  large  Meeting.  I  was  much  out  of 
Order  here,  by  reafon  of  a  Fever  and  yigue 
which  held  me  feveral  Days,  and  !  was  much 
obliged  to  my  Friends  John  Dodds,  Jofeph  Hoare 
and  his  Family,  for  the  great  Care  they  took  of 
me  in  this  my  weak  State  j  I  was  not  without 
fome  Reafonings  for  a  Time,  as  to  my  being  out  * 
of  my  native  Country,  but  the  Lord  who  is 
mighty  in  Power,  helped  me  and  raifed  me 
again,  and  gave  me  Ability  to  difcharge  myfelf 
of  that  Service  I  was  called  to,  honoured  for 
ever  be  the  great  Name  of  the  Lord  for  this  and 
all  his  Mercies. 

\ 

Next  we  came  to  Charlevilie,  Limerick,  Rofs, 
and  from  thence  to  John  JJljton%,  Birr,  James 
Hutchin/on '  s,'  Montrath,  Mount meleck,  Henry 
Ridgway'  s,  and  from  Balinakil  to  Montrath 
again,  and  were  at  their  Six- weeks  Meeting, 
which  was  a  heavenly  and  good  Meeting,  there 
being  a  living  Remnant  there  :  Then  we  came 
to  Kilconner,  Carlow,  Ballitouer,  John  Stephen- 
Jon’s,  Fimahoe,  Fdenderry ,  and  w'ent  to  fee  my 
good  Friend  Fhotnas-  IVil/on,  who  was  fore 
troubled  with  the  Gravel ;  I  was  much  ,afflided, 
and  truly  fympathized  with  him  in  my  Spirit, 
and  John  Bancroft,  that  true  Man  and  I,  did 
what  we  could  for  our  affliiled  Brother,  and  fo 
left  him  and  his  Family  in  the  Love  of  God  ; 
and  went  to  Ltfmoiny,  the  Moat,  Water  flown, 
Ballimury,  Athlone,  and  had  another  Meeting  at 
the  Moat  ;  Oldcaflle,  Ballihays,  Coothill,  Caftle- 
feean,  Ballibagan,  Charkmoiint ,  Dumclauay, 

E  e  Colratn, 
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Colrain,  James  Moor\  the  Grange,  Antrim, 
Lijborn,  Hiljborough,  and  was  at  their  Province 
Meeting,  which  was  held  at  Ballendery,  and 
was  alfo  at  fome  Meetings  twice  ;  Monallen, 
Emmery,  Lurgan,  Raffer-ljland,  Mewry,  and 
from  thence  to  Drogheda,  and  fo  to  DuMin, 
being  the  29th  of  the  Fifth  Month  1722,  and 
flayed  there  fome  Meetings  ;  and  a  living  Rem¬ 
nant  there  is  in  that  City,  but  it  is  a  rich  Place  ; 
the  mighty  God  ,of  Heaven  and  Earth  keep  his 
People  low,  and  truly  humble  in  that'great  City 
and  every  where  elfe,  is  the  earneft  Defire  of 
my  Soul  to  the  Lord  j  for  I  know  there  is  a 
conliderable  Remnant,  whole  Labour  and  daily 
Travail  is  to  have  the  Church  kept  clean  from  > 
all  manner  of  Defilements  both  of  Flefh  and 
Spirit,  fo  that  fhe  may  be  prefented  unto  God 
the  Father  without' Spot  or  Wrinkle,  or  any' 
luch  Thing,  in  the  Day  when  fhe  muft  appear 
before  the  great  Judge  of  all  the  Earth,  who 
will  do  Right  unto  every  one,  according  as  their 
Works  are  found  to  be  Good  or  Evil. 

t 

i 

Being  clear  of  Dublin  and  the  whole  Nation, 

I  took  Shipping  for  Whitehaven,  and  had  a 
fhort  Paflage  but  a  very  rough  one,  and  had 
fome  Meetings  in  my  way  'Home,  to  which 
I  got  on  the  21ft  of  the  Sixth  Month  1722, 
and  found  my  Children  recovered  from  the 
Fever  and  Ague  in  which  I  left  them  when 
I  took  my  Journey,  which  Diftemper  had 
fo  far  prevailed  over  them,  that  they  were 
fometimes  fcarcely  fenfible  ;  it  had  been  upon 

them 
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them  for  a  conliderable  Time,  and  it  proved 
a  Trial  to  me  to  leave  them  in  that  very  weak 
State  ;  but  one  Day  as  I  fought  the  Lord  in 
the  Fervency  of  my  Heart,  to  know  whether  I 
thould  leave  thefe  my  two  poor  weak  Children 
or  not,  as  alfo  my  Houfe-keeper  much  in  the 
lame  Cafe  (who  were  all  my  conftant  Family) 
it  Iprang  in  my  Heart  livingly,  as  though  it 
had  been  fpoke  with  a  Man’s  Voice,  Leave 
them^  and  I  ivill  take  Care  of  them  :  I  faid, 
7hou  the  Lord  had  never  failed  me,  I  will  leave , 
,  them  Jo  thee,  do  what  feemeth  good  in  thy  Eye 

with  them.-  I  looked  then  no  more  behind  me, 
neither  at  them  nor  any  thing  elfe  I  had  left, 
but  became  as  if  I  had  not  any  Thing  in  the 
World.  F  or  thus  it  behoveth  all  the  Servants 
of  Chrifl:  to  do,  even  the  Married  as  if  they 
were  not  married  and  thofe  that  buy  any 
Thing,  as  if  they  did  not  pofTefs  it  :  This  is  a, 
Liberty  which  many  are  Strangers  unto,  it  is 
wrought  by  the  Finger  of  God,  it  is  the  Work  of 
God’s  heavenly  Power  to  loofen  Man  thus  from 
the  Things  of  this  World,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  we  are  mod  bound  unto  Chrift,  yet  enjoy 
a  comfortable'  and  heavenly  Freedom  in  our 
Spirits  in  Chrift,  by  our  Faith  and  Obedience 
unto  him,  in  and  through  all  Trials,  Provings 
and  Adveiftties  :  And,  dear  Friends,  jthe  greater 
the  Crofs,  the  greater  is  the  Crown  and  Reward 
which  all  thofe  poftefs,  who  do  all  Things  they 
do  with  a  Angle  Mind  and  an  upright  Heart 
unto  the  Lord  in  all  Things  and  at  all  Times, 

E  e  2  Thus 
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Thus  the  Children  of  the  Bridegroom  are  or 
oug  It  to  be  efpouied  or  married  to  Chiift,  and 
truly  devoted  to  him,  that  fo  they  may  ftand  as 
niucn  as  may  be,  difintangled  from  all  mutable 

ings,  and  cleave  to  and  follow  him  when 
and  wherefoeyer  he  calls  and  leads,  and  be  in 
bubjedion  to  him,  as  a  virtuous  Wife  is  not  only 

bound,  but  willingly  is  fubjed.  to  her  virtuous 

and  preferable  Hufband  :  Thus  we  may  know 
and  experience  Chrift  to  become,  our  holy  Head  : 
and  that  we  may  hold  unto  him,  and  that  we 
may  fo  vyalk  and^live,  that  he  may  take  Delight 
in  his  Church  (the  Body) 'to  rule  in  and  over 
It,  as  we  have  the  State  of  the  true  Church  and 

r  excellent  and 

lacred  Writings  of  the  holy  Scriptures.  Oh  !  that 

we  may  liktwife  know  the  Marriage  oj  the  Lamb 

to  be, come,  and  that  as  of  old,  we  may  make 

ourfelves^  ready,  put  off  the  Sim  and  Corruptions 

c;  the  World  tbat_  are  through  Lufi,  and  put  on 

the  Jejtis  Chrifi  and  his  fury  Righteoufnefs  : 

This  is  the  jine  Linen,  the  Righteoulhefs  of  the 

Saints  ;  this  is  the  W edding  Garment  ;  without 

which  Preparations,  and  true  Bride’s  Attire,  I 

cannot  fee  how  any  can  exped  an  Admittance 

into  the  Bridegroom’s  Chamber:  Therefore  I 

intreat  all  fuch  as  do  not  find  themfelves  in 

Prepaiation,  and  have  not  their  Peace  afiured 

to  them,  and  want  the  Seal  or  Evidence  of  the 

Spirit  of  the  Lord  that  they  are  his,  not  to 

flumber  away  their  precious  Time  until  the 

Midnight,  left  unexpededly  the  Cry  be  heard 

£0  found  with  Terror  in  thy  Ears,  Jlrije,  trim 

thy 
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thy  Lamp,  for  behold  the  Bridegroom  comeih, 
who  hath  in  Times  paft  exerciied  Mercy  and 
Loving-kindnefs  towards  thee,  and  has  fought 
divers  Ways  to  win  thee  to  love  him  ;  he  has 
at  Times  reproved  thee  for  thy  evil  Ways,  and 
at 'Other  Times  he  hath  fet  before  thee  the 
Comforts  and  Happinefs  thou  fhouldft  poffefs, 
if  thou  wouldft  obey  and  follow  him  j  nay, 
he  hath  wooed  thee  as  a  young  Man  doth  a 
Virgin,  and  if  thou  hadft  devoted  thyfelf  to 
him,  he  would  have  gathered  and  faved  thee, 
'  and  rejoiced  over  thee  as  a  Bridegroom  doth 
over  his  Bride.  But  if  thou  turnell  thy  Back 
upon  all  his  Reproofs,  Intreaties,  and  Endear^ 
ments  (as  in  the  Parable  of  the  five  fooU(h 
Virgins)  in  the  Time  when  he,  the  Bridegroom, 
calls  to  an  Account,  he  will  not  know  thee 
otherwife  than  to  flaut  thee  out  of  his  Prefence 
and  Favour,  notwithffanding  whatever  thou 
mayft  have  heard,  received  or  done,  if  thou 
continues  to  work  Wickednefs,  and  ait  not  re¬ 
claimed  therefrom.  ,  ’ 


N 


Thefe  Things  fprang  in  my  Mind  as  a 
Warning  for  all,  to  flee  from  every  delfruaive 
Thing,  before  the  Lord  overtakes  them,  w'hen 
they  cannot  efoape  his  Hand  of  Juilice  j  and 
alfo,  that  the  Faithful  may  be  encouraged  in 
well-doing,  and  to  a  faithful  Perfeverance  to 
the  End.  Amen. 

m  ' 

^  Some  Things  which  have  been  emitted,  I 
think  proper  to  infert  here,  as  worthy  of  6b- 

'  fervation. 
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fervation.  As  I  was  travelling  towards  Lincoln, 
and  paffing  through  Brig,  Friends  gave  me 
Notice  that  there  were  two  great  Difputants, 
a  Non  -  conformift  Minifter,  and  a  Dodlor  of 
Phyfick,^  who  were  like  to  go  all  or  moft  of  the 
,  Way  with  me,  as  the  Affizes  were  coming  on, 
and  would  be  at  me  with  Arguments  about 
Religion,  which  I  loon  found  true  ;  for  we  were 
no  fooner  got  into  a  fuitable  Way  but  they  began 
with  me,  which  I  endeavoured  to  prevent  by 
telling  them,  I  did  not  look  upon  myfelf  to  be 
^uciUfica  for  IDifputes  ;  and  wtthal  1  obferxed, 
that  jofnetitijcs  Nijputants  ended  in  a  worje 
hinder  (landing  one  of  another  than  when  they 
began,  except  they  minded  well  to  keep  good 
Government  ;  and  now  at  we  appeared  jree  and 
Jriendly,  how  we  might  be  when  we  had  ended 
our  Difpute,  was  a  ^uefiton,  therefore  I  had 
rather  they  would  forbear.  But  they  turned  the 
deaf  Ear  to  all  that  I  faid,  and  nothing  would 
do  with  them,  but  a  Difpute  we'  mult  have. 

I  then  alked  them.  What  they  would  fay  ?  Ti  e/' 
queried.  Whether  all  Men  were  placed  in  a  Station 
capable  of  Salvation,  yea  or  nay  ?  1  replied,  If 
1  Jhould  give  my  pofitive  ‘Thoughts  to  your 
^teflion,  we  fhall  have  Occafion  to  go  back  to 
treat  of  the  Nature,  not  only  of  the  upright 
State  Man  was  in  before  he  fell,  but  aljo  how 
he  Jell ;  and  alfo  in  the  Fall,  how  he  (lands  as 
in  relation  to  his  Refloration,  which  brings  us  to 
the  ^eflion.  Although  this  be  not  the  ufual 
Way  of  Difputants,  yet  if  you  will  fubmit  to 
it,  it  will  either  anfwer  your  ^lejlion,  or  Jet  it 

in 
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in  a  clearer  Light  for  an  Anfwer.  They  afked. 
How  could  that  be  ?  I  replied,  If  it  did  not,  they 
might  (ay  fo.  They  then  fo  far  condefcended  as- 
to  hear  me  and  I  faid,  firft,  W$  all  agree  in 
this,  that  Man  was  made  upright  j  fecondly, 
Hjat  he  fell  from  that  Uprightnejs  5  the  ^eftion 
then  is,  Ho%o  ?  Anfw.  By  the  Offence  or  Dtfobe- 
jlience,  of  the  firji  Mi3?Z‘Adam,  Sin  entred,  and 
Cojidemnatipn  came  upon  all  who  had  finned.  I 
then  queried  of  the  Difputants,  Whether  they 
believed  that  Adam’i  Fall  did  affedl  all  thofe  who 
did  not  hear  of  it,  as  well  •  as  thofe  who  did  ? 
For,  I  faid,  there  were  fame  of  Opinion,  that 
thofe  who  had  not  the  explicit  or  outward  Know- 
ledge  of  the  promifed  Seed  of  Coming  of  Chrid., 
had  not  the  Benefit  of  his '  Coming  ;  and  except 
they  would  firjl  allow,  that  all  were  affeSled  or 
hurt  by  Adam’r  Fall,  then  fuch  as  were  not, 
remained  in  Paradice  to  this  Day,  except  they 
would  make  the  Remedy  lefs  than  the  Difeafe, 
the  Plaifter  lefs  than  the  Sore,  and  Chrift  ’  s 
Coming  lefs  extenfive  than  Adam’i  Fall.  I  argued, 
that  upon  the  Foot  of  Reafon,  as  well  as  what  we 
had  in  plain  Scripture,  Chri/Ps  Coming  was  as 
extenfive  as  the  Fall  of  Adam,  for,  by  the  Obe¬ 
dience  of  Chrift,  the  Gift  of  God  came  upon 
all  unto  Juftification. 

Now  I  think,  faid  I,  your  ^lejlion  is  ft  in 
a  clear  Light  for  an  Anfwer,  or  elfe  anfwered ; 
fo  take  It  at  what  End  you  will  (laying  afide 
all  ^libbling)  I  intend  to  join  'Ifjue  with  you, 
and  prove  that  all  Men  are  placed  in  a  Statioa 

capable 
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capable  of  Salvation  ;  or  otherwife  you  niuft  leave 
a  great  Part  of  the  World  in  Paradice,  or  make 
the  Coming  of  Chrift  lefs  extenfive  than  the  Fall 
of  Adam.  I  then  queried,  What  they  /did  to 
all  this  ^  They  anlvvered,  Fhey  never  heard  the 
like  before^  and  they  viould  not  meddle  voith  me^ 
I  nvas  too  great  a  Scholar  for  them.  I  fa  id* 
There  leas  little  of  Scholarfoip  in  it  :  I  offered* 
I  thought,  nothing  but  plain  Scripture  and  found 
Reafon  ;  and  I  told  them,  7  had  now  as  good 
as  an/wered  their  ^ejlion,  and  had  given  feveral 
Reajons  to  back  my  Anfwer,  and  as  they  ap¬ 
peared  wife,  well-read  Men,  and  as  far  as  1 
had  gathered,  had  been  principled  againfl  univerfal 
Salvation  and  univerfal  Grace,  for  them  now  to 
drop  the  Matter  fo  Jlenderly,  before  me  who  ap¬ 
pear'd  but  like  a  Child  to  them,  was  very  fur- 
prizing  :  But  they  replied,-  They  would  not 
meddle  with  me. 

I  then  commended  them  for  their  good 
Temper,  and  the  Civility  they  fhewed  to  me, 
for  they  were  civil  to  me  beyond  what  I  could 
expedl  ;  and  they  invited  me  to  the  Burial  of 
one  of  their  deceafed  Friends,  but  I  could  not 
go,  for  I  was  in  hafte  to  get  to  Lincoln.,  having 
fome  Bufinefs  there  that  haftened  me.  Now  at 
parting  with  them,  my  Soul  magnified  the 
Lord,  under  a  Senfe  of  his  Goodnefs  to  me,  in 
that  he  had  opened  my  Way,  and  helped  me 
through  this  Difficulty,  with  many  other  Trials 
and  Afflidions  1  had  met  with, 

I  had 
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i  had  at  another  Time  fome  Reafonings 
a  Popift  who  Was  my  Neighbour,  about  thd 
Vifibility  of  their  Church,  and  ‘TranfubHan^ 
tiation,  with  feveral  other  Things.  As  to  tho 
firjl,  I  tliewed  him,  Phat  the  true  Church  fled 
into  the  JPildernefs,  where  Jlie  was  for  Pimes^ 
Pime,  and  half  a  Pime  5  in  this  State  we  do  not 
read  flte  had  any  outward  Charadfer  as  a  vifible 
Church  ;  and  that  zy'  they  derived  their  De/cenf 
it  was  from  fome  falfe  Church,  and  not  through 
the  true  one.  And  as  to  the  other,  Phey  took 
too  much  upon  them,  more  thaji  they  could 
juflify  from  Scripture,  or  clearly  demonflrate 
from  Chriji  or  his  Jpoftles  ;  for  Chrifl  never 
gave  any  of  them  fuch  a  Commijjion,  as  td 
convert  Stead  and  Wine  into  real  Fleth  and 
Blood,  and  then  to  call  it  Ch  rift.  You,  faid  I, 
hy  theje  Notions,  deceive  yourfelves  and  your 
Adherents  ;  for  Chriji  fpoke  unto  fuch  ai  yoa 
by  Parables^  betcaufe  they  were  carnal,  and  did 
not  under  [land  the  hPeaning  of  hts  Sayings  iti 
this  Cafe,  no  more  than  the  Jews  underjlood 
what  Chriji  meant,  when  he  jpoke  of  defiroy- 
ing  this  Temple  (meaning  his  Body)  which  they 
underjlood  was  of  that  Pemple  at  jerufalcm, 
which  they  made  a  great  Wonder  'at,  and 
faid.  How  can  this  be,  that  he  can  deftroy  this 
X'emple,  and  raife  it  up  again  in  three  Days, 
when  it  was  forty- eight  Years  in  building.^ 
Pljus  they  reajoned  carnally,  as  hJicodertius 
(though  a  Ruler  of  the  Jews)  did  concerning 
Regenieration  or  the  new  Birth  ;  and  as  the 
Woman  of  Samaria  did,  from  whence  Chili 
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fiouU  have  that  living  Water,  ’which  he  [poke 
£?/;  that  fhould  be  in  Man  as  a  Well  of  Water 
fpringing  up  unto  everlailing  Life  ;  ajtd  as  the 
Jews  did,  ’when  Chrijl  Jaid,  Except  ye  eat  the 
Flefli  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  drink  his  Blood, 
ye  have  no  Life  in  you  ;  they  fatd.  How 
can  this  be,  that  he  can  give  us  his  Flefli 
to  eat,  and  his  Blood  to  drink  ?  But  this  is 
a  Jpiritiial  Eating  and  Drinking  ;  even  as  Chrijl 
Jind,  Out  of  the  Belly  of  him  that  believes,  fhall 
flow  Rivers  of  living  Water  ;  which  he  fpake 
of  the  Spirit  :  In  like  manner  it  is  /aid  in  the 
Revelation,  Behold  I  Band  at  the  Door  and 
knock,  if  any  Man  hear  my  Voice,  and  operi 
unto  me,  i  will  come  in,  and  fup  with  him,  and 
Be  with  me.  Here  is  an  Union  of  Spirits  between 
Chrijl  a?id  his  jaithjiil  Children^  and  here  is  aji 
inward  Eating  and  Drinking  of  the  heavenly^ 
fpiritual  and  myflical  FleftJ  and  Blood  of  Chrifl, 
’which  carnal  Men  cannot  cat  of  \  neither  can  the 


carnal  Eye  difeern  Chriff s  fpiritual  Body,  ’which 
he  J'eeds  his  living  and  jpiritual  Church  withal. 
When  I  bad  reafoned  with  the  Man  to  this 
EfFedf,  he  went  away  feemingly  not  pleafed, 
but  would  not  from  that  Time  ever  meddle 
with  me  any  more. 


I  need  not  fay  much  here  about  Chrifl's  being 
come,  having  fliew'ed,  in  a  Conference  in  New- 
' England,  how  he  -is  come  to  anfwer  his  Eating 
and  Drinking  the  Fafibver  and  lafl  Supper  with 
his  Difciples,  faying.  He  ’would  drink  no  more 
oj  the  Fruit  cj  the  Vine,  until  he  drank '  it  new 

vcitb 
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nvith  them  in  his  Fathers  Kingdom.  Now  be 
that  hath  experienced  what  this  Eating  and 
Drinking  is,  is  come  beyond  the  outward  Eating 
and  Drinking,  into  the  Kingdom  which  is  ^sithin, 
which  comes  not  with  outward  Obfei  vations, 
Eatinas,  Diinkings,  nor  carnal  Ordinances,  but 
the  Kingdom  of  Ileaven  cosfifts  in  Right eoujnefs^ 
Peace  and  Joy  in  the  holy  Ghoft. 
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Now,  read  this  thou  that  canft,  and  learn 
to  underftand  between  the  Tiling  that  points, 
and  the  Thing  which  is  pointed  at,  and  betw'een 
the  Thing  fignifying,  and  the  Thing  fignified, 
and  miftake  not  the  Shadow  for  the  Subflance 
any  longer  ;  for  it  is  poflible  a  Man  may  do 
ail  the  outward  Parts,  and  yet  be  ignorant  of 
the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  heavenly  Sub- 
ftance  :  But  if  he  is  come  to  the  End  of  thefe 
outfide  Things,  to  the  Mo!y  of  Holies,  fuch 
will  knew  what  it  is  to  minifler  before  the 
Lord  in  his  Temple,  and  to  ferve  and  wait  at 
the  holy  Altar,  and  live,  and  have  that  pure 
ipiritiial  Life  preferved  :  For  we  read  not  of  any 
Fithes  that  appertain  to  this  fpiiitual  Priefthood, 
or  Golpcl  Miniftry  ;  and  what  their  outward 
Maintenance  was  to  be,  is  ihewed  by  Chrift, 
beyond  Contradidion,  who  lent  them  forth  : 
Where  they  were  received  (mark  that  well) 
they  might  eat  jiich  Fhings  as  were  jet  before  them, 
but  weie  not  to  take  any  Thing  from  them  by 
Force,  for  that  is  out  of  the  Dodrine  and 
Pradice  of  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles. 

F  f  2  Whv 
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hy  do  People  call  the  Scripfure  their  Uuk 
pj  at  to  and  Manners,  when  at  the  fame' Time 
t  ey  believe  and  ad;  contrary  thereto  ?  For 

before  a  Debate  with 
the  Prieft  of  our  Parifli,  we  meeting  at  Sponton 

1  being  there  upon  feme  Occafion,  and  feveral 
eople  met  together,  the  Pried:  demanded  my 
Reaions,  Why  I  did  not  pay  hi  in  his  lithe  ?  I 
ufcd  fome  perfualive  Arguments  to  put  him 
off,  not  being  willing  at  that  Time  to  enter 
into  any  Debate  with  him,;  but  the  more  I 
fliewed  my  Unwiilingnefs  to  it,  the  more  urgent 
he  was  upon  me  :  So  when  I  could  not  fee 
how  to  avoid  entring  into  fome  clofe  Debate 
with  him,  I  dejired  he  would  not  be  anery 
and  he  laid,'  He  would  not.  I  then  ftiewed  in 
feveral  Particulars,  why  I  could  not  pay  him  any 
Tithes,  becaufe  I  believed  if  he  was  a  Minifter 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  he  ought  not  to  claim  any  ;  fo'-, 
as  there  was  a  Clsange  of  the  Prie/ihood,  there 
alfo  muft  be  of  'NeceJJity  a  Change  of  the  Law, 
as  we  fee  in  Heh.  vii.  12.  and  to  pretend  to  . 
draw^  any  Command  or  Example  from  Chrifl 
or  his  Apoffles,  out  of  the  I\ew  Teflament, 
■for  that  Purpofe,  appears  to  me  weak  and 
inconlilfent. 

•  1 

.  «. 

had  fome  farther  Difcourie  upon  the 
Ground  of  his  Right  and  Title  to  Tithes,  whe¬ 
ther  fure  dvotno,  as  they  ufed  to  be  formerly 
claimed  ;  or  Jure  humano,  that  is,  by  human 
Laws,  as  moft  of  the  modern  Prieds  fecm  to 
chule  to  hx  their  Title  ;  I  bid  him  fix  his 

Right' 
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Right  for  Tithes  on  which  Claim  he  plea  fed, 
and  1  would  endeavour  to  anjwer  him^  as  well  as 
I  could  ;  but  he  feemed  not  to  fix  upon  either  : 
Whereupon  I  told  him,  That  there  was  no  fcrip- 
tural  Settlement  of  Tithes  upon  Gofpel  Minifiers  j 
and  alfo  offered  to  prove,  t^at  he  was  neither 
in  the  Pradice  of  the  Levites’  to  whom  Tithes 
were  direded  to  be  paid,  nor  yet  in  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  thole  Minifiers  whom  Chrifi  qualified, 

•  ordained  and  fent  forth  ;  Ftrd,  not  in  the 
Pradice  of  the  Levites  ;  becaufe  the  Tithes  due 
to  them,  were  for  their  Service  and  pundual 
Performance  of  their  Part  of  the  ceremonial 
Law,  Numb,  xviii.  21.  which  if  any  now  claim¬ 
ed,  it  feemed  to  me,  that  he  fubjeded  himlelf 
to  the  Pradice  of  Burnt-offerings  and  Sacrifices, 
Circumcifion,  Jewilh  Habits,  Wafhings,  &c. 
(befides  which,  the  Law  which  appointed  the 
Tithe  to  the  Levites,  exprelsly  forbids  them  to 
have  any  Share  or  Inheritance  ,ih  the  Land,  as 
appears  from  Numb,  xviii.  20.  23,  24,  and 
Deut.  xviii.  i,  2.)  which  the  modern  Claimers 
of  Tithe  would  be  loth  to  be  compelled  to  the 
Pradice  of ;  ,  not  to  infifi:  on'  the  Law  of  the 
third  fears  Tithe,  of  which  the  Widow,  the 
Fatherlefs,  and. the  Stranger  within  their  Gate.?, 
were  to  receive  a  confiderable  Part  as  their 

.  allotted  Portion,  Deut.  xiv.  28,  29.  Secondly, 

'/riot  in  the  Pradice  of  thofe  Minifiers  Chrifi 
qualified  and  lent  forth  ;  for  thefe  went  put  by 
an  efpecial  Command  from  him,  without  Gpld, 

•  Silver  or  Brafs  in  their  Purfes,  without  two 
Cpats  y  and  fo  intent  were  they  to  be  in  the 

Execution 
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Lxecution  of  their  great  Duty  of  preaching  the 
Gofpel,  that  they  vvere  to  falute  no  Man  by  the 
Way  but  to  go  forward  on  the  great  Errand 
they  Imd  received  in  Commiffion  :  And  when 
they  returned  to  daeir  Lord  he  alked  them,  Jf 
they  lacked  any  Tkhtng  ?  And  they  faid  Nothin^' ; 
yet  not  becaule  tney  had  forced  a  Maintenance 
from  any,  but  that  the  Effea:  of  their  Miniflry 
among  theii  Hearers  had  been  fo  prevalent,  that 
thofe  who  had  been  convinced  by  their  Dodfrine, 
and  turned  to  the  cfFeauai  Power  of  Chrift 
in  themieives,  iiad  from  thence  known  their 
Hearts  fo  opened,  as  to  adminifter  to 'all  their 
immediate  Neceffities  ;  and  thefe,  thus  fent, 
had  omy  eat  Jiich  'Things  as  were  jet  hej'cve  thenSy 
as  they  were  appointed  ;  and  where  they  had 
Jown  Spirttualsy  had  only  reaped  of  the  Tem¬ 
porals  of  their  Converts  for  their  immediate 
Subfiftance  :  But  thd  thou  Jowe/l  not  to  me  of  thy 
Spirttualsy  nor  do  I  believe  thee  to  be  one  who  had 
any  Thing  fpiritual,  which  can  be  oj  any  Benefit 
to  my  fpiritual  Fart  ;  and  tk'  thou  efteemefi  me 
as  an  Heathen  Man  and  a  Publican,  and  J  am 
excommunicated  and  cut  ofi  prom  any  Church- 
fellowfmp  with  thee,  (not  for  any  Evil,  but  as  Jar 
as  I  can  under  (I  and,  for  not  coming  to  what  thou 
calleji  the  Church)  yet  thou  expedleji  to  reap  of 
niy  Temporals,  becauje  the  Law  of  the  Land  has 
given  thee  that  Power  ,  which  Difpofition  to  reap 
wdiere  thou  haft  not  fown,  and  to  gather  where 
thou  haft  not  ftrown,  is  far  from  manifejling 
(I  Chtirtian  Spirit. 
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The  t’vieft  further  urged  fotne  PaiTages  out  of 
the  Teftament,  in  Vindication  of  the  Pay¬ 

ment  of  Tithes,  alluding  to  that  of  the  Apoifle, 

I  Cor.  ix.  7.  about  lowing  of  jpiriiwl  T'hings 
unto  us  ;  that  it  was  but  ^  fmall  ‘Thing  if  fuch 
rccerced  of  our  carnal  Things  ;  and  that  of  feed¬ 
ing  a  Flock,  and  partaking  of^  the  Milk  rf  the 
Flock  and  of  planting  a  Vineyard,  and  eating 
the  Fruit  thereof :  All  which  1  endeavoured  to 
obviate,  by  (hewing,  that  he  did  not  fow  his 
Spirituals  to  us,  fo  as  that  he  might  be  intituled 
to  our  carnal  Things  ;  neither  were  wc  of  that 
Flock  which  he  flrould  partake  of  the  Milk  of  j 
neither  were  a  Vineyard  which  he  had  planted, 
that  he  might  eat  of  the  Fruit  thereof.  Fur¬ 
thermore  I  (aid,  yls  1  am  a  Stranger,  and  an  ex¬ 
communicated  Perfon,  and  not  of  thy  Children, 
the  /Ipoftles,  if  they  wanted  or  were  in  any 
Straits  for  Necefaries,  did  not  apply  to  Strangers 
for  Flelp,  but  to  fuch  of  their  Children  as  they 
had  been  infirumental  in  the  Hand  of  God  to 
plant  the  true  Faith,  and  Jow  the  Seed  of  the 
Kingdom  in  :  Now  thefe  who  were  thus  convinced, 
and  by  the  Work  of  God’s  Power  converted, 
thefe  were  fuch  who  knew  fpiritual  Things  fown 
in  them,  who  I  believed  were  very  free  to  diflri- 
hute,  where  true  Need  wms,  of  their  temporal 
Shhings,  efpecially  to  juch  who  had  been  infiru¬ 
mental  in  the  Lord’s  Hand  to  their  coming  to 
the  faving  Knowledge  of  fejus  Chrifl.  But  I 
fliewed  the  Prieif,  that  all  this  carried  no 
Analogy  to  what  was  between  him  and  me,  for 
I  being  excommunicated,  was  but  to  him  as  an 

Heathen 
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Heathen  Man  and  a  Publican,  and  as  we  neVef 
came  to  hear  him,  we  could  not  owe  him  any 
Acknowledgment,  nor  could  he  exped  any 
Thing  as  a  Freewill- offering  on  that  Account. 

This  Prieft  JVykes  (for  that  was  his  Name) 
was  a  ftrong-fpirited  Man,  of  confiderable  Parts 
and  Learning  ;  and  a  neighbouring  Juftice  of  the 
Peace  told  me.  He  was  Jearful  would  be  very 
Jcytere  with  me  ;  yet  to  his  Commendation  be 
it  fpoken,  he  was  ever  after  this  Conference 
very  loving,  and  never  gave  me  any  Trouble  for 
thofe  he  called  his  Dues. 

I  may  add  one  Obfervatlon  or  two  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  our  Debate,  which  were^  That  if  the 
Maintenance  of  the  Priefls  was  to  be  wholly 
withdrawn,  or  left  to  the  Freedom  and  Generofity 
cf  the  People,  many  of  them  would  want  and 
come  to  Poverty,  and  be  forced  to  labour  with 
their  Hands,  which  would  diftradi,  or  at  leaf 
impede,  thfr  Studies.  I  anfwer’d,  Fhat  with  fuch 
Minifters  as  they  were,  this  might  be  the  Cafe  : 
But  if  all  would  come  truly  and  rightly  to  wait 
on  the  gcsat  Teacher,  the  Anointing  in  them- 
felves,  it  would  greatly  tend  to  the  Advantage 
of  Chrijiendom  j  for  the  Almighty,  who  fay  his 
good  Spirit  is  alone  able  to  raife  up  and  qualify 
Gofpel- Minifters,  as  he  knows  the  Wants  of 
bis  People,  and  their  Faith  and  Truft  in  him, 
would  no  doubt  raife  up  from  among  them 
faithful  Minifters  ;  fuch,  who  being  humble, 
meek  and  low  in  Heart,  like  him  of  whom 
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they  had  learned,  would  be  content  to  live  in 
Moderation  on  a  little,  and  to  labour  in  their 
refpedlive  Callings,  like  the  Apoftle  Paul,  that 
great  Minifter  of  the  Gentiles,  working  with 
their  Hands  that  their  Miniftry  might  not  be 
chargeable,  fuch  as  Fi/hermen,  ColleBors  of  Cuf- 
toms,  &c.  whofe  Miniftry  being  not  their  own, 
but  received  immediately  from  the  great  Shep¬ 
herd  of  the  Sheep,  would  not  require  much 
Time  and  Study  to  pen  down,  but  coming  from 
the  Spirit  of  Truth  immediately  moving  upon 
the  Minifters  Hearts,  would  be  more  effedlual 
to  reach  the  Witnefs  of  Truth  in  the  Hearts  of 
their  Hearers,  than  all  the  laboured  Difcourfes 
of  the  moft  fubtil  Prieft,  though  the  Produce  of 
much  Pains  and  Study.,  Neither  have  I  found 
in  all  my  Travels,  from  any  Obfervation  I  have 
made,  that  ever  the  faithful  Minifters  of  Chrift: 
became  any  great  Burthen  or  Charge  to  the 
Churches  ;  for  I  have  feen  the  divine  Providence 
attend  the  Lord’s  faithful  Servants,  vr'ho  thereby 
have  been  ^enabled  to  order  their  Affairs  with 
Difcretion,  fo  as  to  want  little. 
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yin  A  C  C  C)  U  N  T  of  my  fecond  Viiit 
to  Friends  in  America. 


I  Having  had  Drawings  in  my  Mind,  for  fome 
conliderable  Time,  once  more  to  vifit  Friends 
in  feveral  Parts  of  America^  and  inafmuch  as  I 
believed  it  was  my  Duty,  and  what  the  Lord  re¬ 
quired  of  me  to  give  up  to,  I  was  refigned,  after 
fome  Reafonings  about  my  Age,  and  Declenfion 
as  to  Ability  of  outward  Strength,  concerning 
which  I  met  with  Tome  inward  Condidls  and 
Combatings  which  brought  me  very  low  for  a 
Time  ;  but  the  Lord  helped  me  thro’  thefe  Diffi¬ 
culties,  and  caufed  his  Truth  to  fpring  comfort¬ 
ably  in  my  Heart,  and  his  heavenly  Prefence  I 
witneffed  at  Times  to  refrefh  my  Soul  in  thefe 
Exercifes  unknown  to  many  ;  and  the  Time 
being  come  for  my  preparing  for  the  Journey, 
on  the  15th  of  the  Third  Month  1731,  I  ftt 
forward  from  Hutton  in  the  Hole  to  Scarborough^ 
where  I  took  fhipping  with  George  Widget  for 
London,  and  came  thither  the  firft  Day  of  the 
Yearly- meeting,  with  which  I  w'as  very  w'ell 
fatisfied,  and  on  the  25th  Day  of  the  Fourth 
Month  went  on  board  of  a  VefTcl  bound  for 
Pliladelphia  in  America,  Ifohn  Wilcox  Mafler, 
who  was  very  civil  and  kind  to  me. 

On  the  27th  of  the  Paid  Month  we  fet  fail,  and 
had  a  good  Paflage  in  the  main,  excepting  that 
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we  bad  one  very  great  Storm,  in  which  we  were 
in  Danger  of  being  lolf  ;  our  Bolt-fprit  was 
broke,  and  the  Mails  were  in  Danger  of  coming 
down,  yet  we  were  prelerved  ;  and  in  about 
eleven  Weeks,  being  the  12th  of  the  Seventh 
Month,  I  landed  near  Philadelphia,  to  the  great 
Satisfadiion  of  Friends  as  well  as  myicif,  renown¬ 
ed  be  the  great  Name  of  the  Lord  for  ever. 

I  have  many  Times  confidered,  that  altho’  it  was 
my  Place  to  leave  my  very  near  and  dear  Friends^ 
Children  and  Relations,  who  in  a  tender  Frame 
of  Spirit  were  much  concerned  for  me,  and  I  for 
them,  yet  I  met  with  many  tender-hearted  Friends 
in  my  Travels,  who  were  very  near  me  in  the 
ever  bleffed  Truth  ;  which  fails  not  thofe  who 
truft  in  the  Lord,  and  are  faithful,  according  to 
the  Ability  and  Underftanding  which  the  Lord 
hath  given  to  the  Children  of  Men,  and  are 
devoted  to  anfwer  the  Leadings  and  Guidance 
of  his  holy  Spirit,  and  willing  to  bear  the  Crofs, 
Burthen,  or  Yoke,  which  he  fees  good  to  lay 
upon  his  Servants  and  Handmaids :  And  I  intreat 
all  fuch  who  are  called  unto  the  Lord’s  great 
Work,  to  give  up  cheerfully  and  not  grudgingly, 
and  not  to  look  back  at  what  is  behind,  fo  as  to 
haften  or  hinder  themlelves  in  that  Work  they 
are  called  to,  left  they  fall  fhort  of  that  Penn)\ 
or  Crown,  which  the  Faithful  will  receive  in  the 
End  of  all  their  Labour. 

The  Yearly-meeting  at  Philadelphia  was  nigh 
when  we  landed,  which  was  large,  and  a  good 

G  g  2  Meeting, 
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Meeting  many  Friends  from  feveral  Parts  being 
at  It.  Here  I  met  with  Henry  Frmkland,  and 
we  were  truly  glad  to  fee  eaCh  other,  and 
went  m  Company  together  fouthward  towards 
Maryland,  Viginta,  and  North  -  Carolina,  and 
return  d  to  Penjihania  ;  and  in  a  fhort  Time 

after  we  parted  :  He  came  for  and  I 

travelled  for  New-England  through  the  Jerfeys 

'  Rhode- JJland  and  Nantucket,  having 

Richard  Walne,  of  Penjihania,  for  my  Com¬ 
panion,  an  innocent  good  Man  ;  we  pafTed 
through  all,  or  mod:  part  of  the  aforefaid  Pro¬ 
vinces  and  Wands,  and  had  very  large  Meetings 
and  great  Attention  there  was  in  many  to  hear 
We  Teftimony  of  Truth,  and  an  open  Door 
both  of  Utterance,  and  in  many  Places  of  En¬ 
trance  for  what  was  delivered  5  yet  not  without 
Oppoution  in  fome  Places. 

I 

I  had  fonie  Difcourfe  with  a  a  Juftice 

of  Peace,  in  one  of  the  "Jerfeys,  a  Man  v/hom 
J  truly  loved,  and  he  told  me,  T[hat  jorne  of  his 
Children  ueent  to  oiir  Meetings,  and  he  did  not 
hinder  them  ;  he  appeared  a  tender  -  fpirited 
Man,  and  was  of  good  Repute  in  thele  Parts 
where  he  lived,  and  very  ferviceable  in  his  Port  : 
What  we  had  moll:  in  debate,  was  touching 
Water  -  Baptifm  \  I  endeavoured  to  fliew  him 
the  Ufe  and  End  of  all  the  lhadowy  Things, 
all  which  were  ended  in  Chrill  the  Subftance,  or 
Antitype  ;  and  that  luch  outward  Materials  or 
Elements  appertained  not  unto  his  Kingdom,  or 
inward  and  Ipiritual  Adminiftration  \  nor  could 

they 


V 


[  231  ] 

they  take  away  the  Root  or  Caufe  of  Sin,  which 
is  only  effeded  by  the  holy  Ghoft  and  Fire,  or 
the  holy  Ghoft  that  worketh  as  doth  Fire,  to 
the  cleanfing  and  purifying  the  Hearts  of  the 
Children  of  Men,  as  is  the  Nature  of  material 
Fire  to  cleanfe  what  it  is  properly  applied  unto. 

I  met  with  the  fame  Juftice  afterwards  at 
Burlington  in  JVeft-JerJey,  he  was  glad  to  fee 
me,  and  fo  was  I  to  fee  him,  for  he  was  very 
loving  and  friendly.  I  likewife  met  with  a 
Man  who  was  a  School  -  mafter  upon  Long- 
JJland,  that  appeared  fomewhat  offended  at 
fomething  I  had  faid  in  a  Meeting  where  he 
had  been,  and  he  followed  me  to  a  Friend’s 
Houfe,  and  appeared  fo  full  of  Scriptures  in 
Vindication  (as  he  thought)  of  Watcr-baptijm^ 
that  what  with  his  reading  many  Paftages  in 
the  Scriptures,  and  paraphrafing  upon  them,  he 
would  not  hear  me  for  fome  Time  ;  but  when 
he  was  quiet  I  faid  to  him,  Thou  haft  not  treated 
me  like  a  fair  Dijputant^  to  run  on  jo  long  and 
not  to  give  me  ‘Time  to  make  my  Objections  ;  if . 
thou  hadji  pitched  upon  any  particular  Scripture, 
and  given  me  Liberty  to  have  anfwered,  it  u'ould 
have  been  civil  and  reafonable.  He  owned,  he 
had  not  done  fairly  by  me  ;  but  I  defired  to 
know  what  Church  he  pretended  to  belong  to  ? 
He  anfwered.  To  the  Epifcopal  Church.  1  then 
requefted  he  would  anlwer  me  one  Queftion 
before  we  entred  into  any  farther  Debate,  and 
he  promifed  he  would  if  he  underftood  it.  I 
told  him,  1  heard  he  was  a  Scholar,  and  no 
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doubt  but  underftood  how  to  anfwer  it,  if  he 
did  but  confider  the  Matter  5  the  Query  was 
this,  Whether  the  fprinkling  a  little  Water  in  a 
Child’s  Face  would  bear  the  Name  Baptifm,  yea 
or  nay  f  He  laid.  It  would  not.  I  anfvyered, 
Fhou  had  made  a  great  Pother  and  Noife  about 
little  or  nothing  ;  for  by  thy  own  Confefion  thy 
Church  has  no  Baptifm  at  all,  for  I  know  not  of 
any  other  Way  they  ufe  but  Sprinkling.  He 
would  not  enter  into  any  farther  Difcouife 
about  it,  but  made  ufe  of  the  Words  of  Gamaliel, 
in  favour  of  the  Work  the  Apoftlcs  were  con¬ 
cerned  in,  faying,  If  this  Work  be  of  God  it 
could  not  be  overthrown,  but  if  it  was  of  Man  it 
would  come  to  nought ■  I  told  him,  1  was  of  his 
Mind ;  and  the  Lord  hath  fupported  me  in  this 
and  the  like  W ork,  now  between  forty  and  fifty 
Hears,  and  if  I  continued  faithful,  I  had  no 
Doubt  at  all  in  my  Mind,  but  he  would  fupport 
and  liand  by  me  to  the  End.  And  when  we 
parted  he  fa  id,  Lhe  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth 
blefs  you,  for  I  believe  you  are  an  honeft  Man. 

By  this  we  may  fee,  that  Truth  fometimes 
comes  over  Men,  and  the  Witnefs  which  God 
hath  placed  in  Men  is  reached,  and  Truth  pre¬ 
vails  many  Times  beyond  our  Expedation,  or 
what  is  by  us  forefeen  ;  therefore  it  is  good  to 
keep  to  the  Guidance  or  Leading  of  the  Spirit 
of  Truth,  for  it  is  a  bleffed  Remembrancer, 
Inflrudor,  and  true  Comforter  to  ail  fuch  as 
truly  depend  upon  him,  who  fent  the  Spirit  of 
Truth  into  the  Hearts  of  the  Children  of  Men, 

to 
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to  guide  them  into  all  the  neceffary  Truths  which 
we  are  to  know  and  pradtice,  and  confec^uently 
out  of  all  Untruth. 

When  we  had  gone  through  this  Ifland,  and 
vifited  Friends  there,  and  in  Rhode- IJlanci,  and 
had  fome  Meetings  in  our  Way,  we  went  to 
'Nantucket,  where  we  met  with  many  innocent 
plain  Friends  ;  alio  on  Rhode-JJland,  and  in 
many  Places  in  thefe  Parts  of  the  Country,  we 
found  great  Opennefs  ;  in  Bofion  beyond  Ex- 
pedlation,  and  there  was  fome  Convincement 
in  that  Town.  We  travelled  up  to  Dover,  and 
vifited  Friends  thereabout,  (which  are  the  moft 
remote  Parts  where  Friends  inhabit  in  that 
Quarter  of  New-England)  where  I  met  with  a 
Prefiyterian  Pried  :  What  his  Defign  chiefly 
was  in  coming  to  the  Friend’s  Houfe  I  know 
not,  but  thought  it  was  to  fee,  or  rather  fpeak 
with  me,  for  he  foon  began  to  aflc  me  fome 
Queftions  ;  firft,  Whether  1  was  not  brought  up 
a  Scholar,  and  had  been  in  fome  of  the  Colleges 
where  I  had  my  Education  ?  And  alfo.  Whether 
1  had  not  put  on  the  canonical  Gown,  and  preached 
according  to  the  Manner  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  ?  I  replied,  1  had  not  received  my  Edu- 
•  cation  in  any  College,  neither  ever  put  on  the 
canonical  Gown,  nor  preached  after  the  Manner 
of  the  Church  of  England.  He  told  me,  I  had 
been  fo  reprefented  to  him  -,  and  faid,  he  fiippofed 
1  had  been  at  fome  Schools  :  I  told  him,  I  had 
been  at  feveral  to  learn  when  I  was  young  •,  and 
faid,  I  did  not  know  that  I  had  given  Oqcafion 

at 
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ot  Gny  hy  ’whut  I  h^d  futd,  'whcTchy  Gny 

Man  might  judge  me  to  be  a  Scholar.  He  under- 
flood  I  came  from  old  England^  and  began  to 
afk  feveral  Queftions,  as  Whether  our  Friends 
increafed  or  decreafed  ?  I  anfwered,  1  could  not 
pojitively  tell  I  thought  there  was  no  great  Alter¬ 
ation  in  my  Time  as  to  Number,  for  their  Decreafe 
in  one  Fart  of  the  Nation,  I  thought  might  be 
njade  up  by  their  Increafe  in  another  Part.  He 
alfo  aflced  me,  How  the  Epifcopal  Miniflers  dealt 
with  us  about  their  Tithes  ?  My  Anfwer  was 
thus  :  As  to  that  Part  called  the  Pr$dial  Tithes, 
they  commonly  either  gather  them  themfehes  or 
Family,  or  let  them  to  Tenants,  who  take  Care 
to  jetch  them  away  before  us,  knowing  that  we 
cannot  be  jree  to  leave  thefn  on  the  Ground,  as 
Hay  and  Corn,  See.  And  as  to  fmall  Tithes,  there 
is  an  *  A5l  of  Parliament,  called  An  Adi  for  the 

more 


-f  The  7th  and  8th  of  William  the  third,  Chap  6.  is 
the  Adi  for  Recovery  of  fmall  Tithes  or  Offerings, 
frfe.  not  amounting  to  above  the  Yearly  Value  of 
forty  Shillings,  which  is  common  for  all  People,  the 
Coft  not  exceeding  ten  Shillings,  before  two  or  mere 

Juftices  of  the  Peace,  not  to  go  back  above  two  Years. 

/ 

The  7th  and  8th  of  Willia^  the  third,  Chap.  34, 
which  is  our  Affirmation  Aft,  is  the  Aft  for  the 
Recovery  of  Tithes  and  Church-rates  for  any  Sum 
not  exceeding  ten  Pounds  from  ^takers  only,  before 
two  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  without  any  Limitation 
of  Time.  And  by  the  Statute  of  the  ift  of  George 
the  firft,  Chap.  6.  Seft.  2.  limited  to  ten  Shillings 
Colt,  See  the  Statutes  at  large. 
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tnorfe  eafy  Recovery  of  fmall  TitheSj  for  any  SutH 
net  exceeding  foity  Shillings,  and  ten  Shillings 
Cod  ;  which  is  by  yu/iices  Warrants.  This  is 
moftly  thought  to  be  intended  to  prevent  their 
Procedure  by  Exchequer  Procefs,  through  which 
great  Havock  and  Spoil  has  been  made  of 
Friends  Goods,  and  fometimes  their  Bodies  call 
into  Prifon,  where  fome  have  lain  a  long  Timcj 
He  alked,  How  our  Friends  did  in  Scotland,  if 
they  increafed  there  ?  I  told  him,  J  heard  that 
they  did  not  increafe,  but  fome  of  the  Prelby- 
terians  in  Scotland  were  kind  to  our  Friendsi 
and  would  come  to  our  Meetings,  efpecially  if 
Strangers  were  at  them.  And  I  alfo  told  him^ 
‘Float  Perfecution  in  our  Part  of  the  World  was 
become  hateful  amongjl  mo  ft  Jober  People^  He 
faid,  It  was  very  well ;  and  likewife  mention’d, 
Float  we  were  refned,  and  7iot  the  People  we  had 
been.  1  adeed  him,  Wherein  he  thought  we  werd 
refined  ?  Pie  anfwered,  In  our  Principles.  I  de- 
fired  him  to  Name  one  ;  and  he  laid,  George 
Fox  denied  the  RefurreStion  of  the  Dead.  I  told 
hi  m,  George  Fox  did  own  a  RefurreBion  accord¬ 
ing  to  Scripture,  as  we  do  ;  but  becaufe  he  and 
our  Friends  thought  it  not  fafe  to  recede  from 
plain  Scripture,  nor  to  comply  with  the  Way  manj 
People  have  of  exprefjing  it,  which  we  think  to 
be  too  grofs  and  carnal,  viz.  that  the  fame  Body 
fhall  rife,  therefore  they  have  after  ted  we  deny  the 
Refurrection  :  Floe  Jpofile  faith.  That  which  thou 
foweft,  thou  lowed  not  that  Body  that  diall  be, 
for  it  is  fown  in  Corruption,  raifed  in  Incor¬ 
ruption,  lown  a  natural,  railed  a  fpiritual  Body  ; 
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•with  much  more  that  might  he  added :  Jnd  how 
much  fuch  a  Change  maketh  a  Difference  between 
thee  Frejent  and  the  Future  in  the  Refurredlion, 
between  tloe  Natural  and  ISpiritual,  Corruption 
and  Incorruption,  1  Iznow  not  of  any  finite  Creature 
that  is  able  truly  to  determine  ;  and  therefore  1 
think  it  IS  not  confiflent  with  Charity,  nor  true 
Wifdom,  to  differ  about  fuch  Things  which  exceed 
our  Comprehenfion.  He  allowed  it  to  be  better 
to  let  them  alone. 

\ 

We  parted  very  friendly,  and  Friends  were 
glad  of  the  Opportunity,  he  having  the  Chaiader 
of  being  a  great  Scholar  and  a  nife  Man  ;  but 
tiom  all  that  palled,  they  believed  he  gained  no 
Advantage  :  However  he  behaved  well  j  and 
before  we  parted,  I  told  him,  I  thought  the" 
greatejl  Reafon  why  fiorne  think  us  refined  was 
this.  That  tormerly  People  were  fo  prejudiced, 
that  whatever  was  printed  or  faid  againft  us,  our 
Principles,  Pradice  and  Dodrines,  was  generally 
received  and  believed,  though  never,  fo  much 
diiguifed  or  covered  with  fuch  DrelTes  as  might 
render  us  mod  odious,  and  were  by  many  taken 
for  the  Standard  of  our  Belief  and  Pradice  ;  but 
of  late  the  Light  hath  more  appear’d,  and  many 
are  grown  better  difpoled  towards  us,  and  like 
wife  Men,,  not  willing  to  be  impofed  upon  any 
longer,  have  fearched  for  themfelves  into  the 
State  of  the  Controverfy  between  us  and  our 
Oppolers  ;  and  our  Writings  upon  perufal,  ap¬ 
pearing  fo  clear  and  different  from  what  the 
Books  of  thofe  who  oppofed  us  charged  upon  us, 
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caufed  many  who  read  them  with  a  good  Defign, 
and  were  willing' to  be  fet  right,  to  fay,  We  were 
rejorvicd^  end  not  the  People  thet  we  bed  been* 
The  Pried  faid.  He  thought  there  might  be  much 
Dwhig  to  that  :  I  told  him,  It  was  undeniable, 
that  there  mujl  be  a  great  Difference  between  our 
Principles,  Dodlrines  and  Converfations,  truly 
plated  and  f'et  forth  in  their  proper  Light,  and 
when  they  were  mijreprelented,  fometimes  with 
all  the  Art  and  implacable  Malice  that  Men 
were  capable  of  :  And  this  has  been  the  Way 
our  Adverfaries  have  treated  us,  alrnoft  in  every 
Thing  we  have  believed,  faid  or  writ,  although 
it  was  very  agreeable  to  the  holy  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teftaraent. 

W^e  returned  back  by  Salem,  Lynn  and  Poflon, 
and  vifited  Friends  in  our  Way,  and  at  Rhode- 
Ifand,  Long-lfland  NewMbrk  -,  and  we  had 
many  good  Meetings  and  fome  large,  in  the 
Jerfeys,  where  I  had  fome  Difeourfe  with  a 
Juftice  of  the  Peace  about  Water-Baptifm,  but 
he  did  not  hold  it  long  before  he  gave  up ;  and  I 
had  another  at  Allens  Town  with  a  Prejbyterian, 
which  held  for  fome  Hours,  about  Waters 
Baptijm,  and  concerning  Eledlion  and  Reproba^ 
tion,  and  he  alfo  foon  gave  up  as  to  the  firft  ;  but 
when  be  began  about  Elediion  and  Reprobation, 
1  faid,  1  thought  it  was  the  moft  pernicious 
Dodlrine  that  ever  was  broach’d  in  the  World, 
it  did  P'o  oppoje  the  very  Nature  of  God,  and  his 
Defign  of  creating  of  Man,  which,  with  all  his  other 
Works,  he  pronounced  good  and  bleffed  ;  and  that 

H  h  2  Man, 


Mfln  as  the  Crown  and  Glory  of  all  his  Works 
which  he  had  created,  Jhould  he  dcjign'd  for  the 
tnofi  milerable  End,  was  unaccountable  ;  'j  urged 
many  Scriptures  againft  that  Dodrine,  as  alfo 

were  in  about  it,  as' that  of 
heir  Wejlmnfter  Confeffion  of  Faith,  wherein 
•they  fay,  Ehat  the  Decree  is  Jo  certain  and  definite 
i hat  one  cannot _  be  -added  to  the  Number  of  the 
Ee  ^  or  diminifked  from  the  Number  of  the 
Reprobate  ■  and  yet  you  tel]  us,  Ehat  God  has 
ordained  the  Means  to  effcB  bis  Ends:  I  then 
laid.  This  Suppo/ition  of  a  Decree  for  the  Means, 
as  wed  as  the  End,  Jeems  indeed  to  make  the  Priefis 
and  their  Service  necefary  ■  but  yet  if  they  cannot 
alter  the  Decree,  what  Benefit  or  Advantage  can 
there  be ^  to  Men^  by  their  Services  or  Perjormance  ? 

I  hope  none  will  think  that  a  Service  to  Man¬ 
kind,  to  ftrengthen  or  confirm  that  Decree  if  it 
were  in  their  Power  to  do  it,  which  I  am  fatif- 
nea  it  is-not  ■,  becaufe  no  fuch  Decree  was  made 
or  IS  in  being  ;  the  oppofite  appearing  by  plain 
Scfipture  (which  he  owned  when  l'  urged  it) 
to  witi^  Phat  the  Fall  of  Adam  did  aficSi  ad ;  and 
upon  the  P  arity  of  Re  a  fin,  the  Coming  of  Chriff 
did  reach  as  Jar  becaufe,  as  in  Adam  all  die,  fo 
in  Chrift  (hall  all  be  made  alive  ;  he  tafted  Death 
for  every  Man,  was  a  Propitiation  for  the  Sins  of 
all  and  where  then  wilt  thou  find  a  People  that  is 
pot  included  ?■  But  if  thou  canlt  find  in,  and  prove 
by  plain  Spripture,  that  there  is  fuch  a  People  not 
included  tp  thefe  general  Afiertions,  that  Chrift 
came  to  fave,  (hew  me  who  they  are,  Thefe  and 
much  more  I  urged  againll  that  Dodrine,  and 

he 
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feyeral  Miles  to 
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behaved  well. 


others  appear’d  much  fatisfied, 
friendly.  He  came  next  Day 
a  Meeting  which  I  had  appoint- 
was  counted  a  wife  and  fsber 
under  fome  Convincement,  and 


From  thence  we  went  to  Penftlvania,  and 
had  many  good  Meetings  in  that  Part,  and  be¬ 
ing  clear  and  willing  to  return,  I  took  Leave  of 
Friends  in  a  loving  and  tender  Frame  of  Spirit, 
and  embarked  on  board  a  Ship,  whereof  Samuel 
Flower  was  Mafter,  the  ift  of  the  Third 
Month  1733  at  Philadelphia,  and  arrived  at 
Prijlcl  the  i8th  of  the  Fourth  Month  follow¬ 
ing,  and  was  glad  we  got  fafe  to  England, 
having  been  feven  Weeks  in  our  Paffage  ;  1  got 
Home  on  the  6th  of  the  Sixth  Month,  and  was 
truly  thankful  to  the  Lord,  who  had  prefei  ved 
me  in  thefe  long  Travels  and  Labours  of-I,ove, 
through  many  Difficulties  ;  but  the  Lord’s 
Power  is  fufficient  to  bear  up  and  carry  through 
all,  renowned  be  his  worthy  Name  over  all,  now 
^nd  for  ever.  Ameiik 

A  remarkable  Deliverance  which  happened 
to  me,  being  omitted  in  its  proper  Place,  I  think 
fit  to  infert  here,  which  was  as  follows : 

In  the  Year  1718,  and  the  Twelfth  Month, 
when  "John  Dodgfon  was  vifiting  Friends  in  oiw 
Parts,  he  lodged  with  me,  and  I  went  with 
him  and  his  Brother-in-Law  Peter  Buck,,  to  be 

their 
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their  puide  to  Whitby,  and  ftaid  their  Firft-day’s 
Meeting,  and  Second-day’s  Preparative  Meeting  ; 
and  on  the  Xhird-day  I  went  on  with  Friends 
towards  Scarborough,  to  have  the  better  Road 
home,  there  having  fallen  a  great  deal  of  Snow 
while  we  were  at  Whitby,  fo  that  it  was  looked 
upon  imprafticable  for  rne  to  return  the  fame 
Way  home  that  I  came,  it  being  a  moorifh  bad 
Way  :  But  in  our  Way  back,  within  a  Mile  or 
little  more  from  Scarborough,  we  came  to  a 
Brook,  which  by  reafon  of  the  exceffive  Rain 
and  Snow  was  higher  than  ever  I  had  feen  it,  fo 
that  when  we  came  to  ride  through  it,  Henry 
Levins,  our  Guide,  firfl  adventured  in,  being 
mounted  upon  a  very  ftrong  large  Horfe,  and 
got  over  with  fome  Difficulty,  and  I  followed 
him  ;  but  when  I  came  about  the  middle  of  the 
fording  Place,  it  took  my  Mare  off  her  Feet, 
and  fomething  being  jn  the  Way,  it  turned  her 
upon  her  Broadiide,  fo  that  I  was  difmounted 
and  carried  away  by  the  Rapidity  of  the  Stream  ; 
but  there  being  a  Foot-bridge  a  little  below, 
about  Knee  deep  under  Water,  and  no  Rail 
either  to  be  a  Guide  or  to  lay  a  Hand  on,  and 
the  Water  being  reduced  to  a  narrow  Compafs, 
hurried  me  violently  along,  and  drove  me  with 
my  Bread  againft  the  Bridge  with  luch  Force, 
that  it  very  near  knocked  the  Breath  out  of  me  j 
but  before  I  touch’d  the  Bridge  I  happen’d  to 
hold  up  my  Hand,  and  John  Dodgfon  feeing  the 
Danger  I  was  in,  jump’d  off  his  Horfe,  and  ran 
at  a  venture  (feeing  the  Water  ripple)  to  hit  the 
Bridge,  and  juft  caught  hold  of  my  Fingers, 

and 
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and  held  my  Head  above  Water,  uniiX  Henry 
Levins,  who  was  got  over,  came  to  his 
Affiftance.  •  . 

But  by  the  Strength  of  the  Water  in  my 
Boot-tops,  they  being  large,  and  by  a  Nail 
(in  the  Timber  under  the  Bridge)  catching  hold 
of  my  great  Coat,  which  held  me  faft,  it  was 
impoffible  for  one  Man  to  free  me,  and  not 
without  fome  Difficulty  for  them  both  to  get 
me  out,  the  Nail  holding  fo  faft  that  it  tore 
out  a  great  Piece  of  my  Coat,  Lining  and  all  } 
but  upon  Henry  %  difmounting,  his  Horfe  ran 
away  to  Scarborough,  and  mine  fwam  back  to 
the  Company,  and  when  they  had  got  me  out, 
Henry  ran  on  Foot  to  get  his  Horfe,  and  found 
him  at  the  Stable  Door  where  he  ufed  to  ftand, 
and  in  the  mean  Time  "John  Dodgfon  kept  me 
in  Motion  by  dragging  me  along,  having  very 
little  or  fometimes  no  Hopes  of  my  Recovery. 
When  the  Horfe  return’d,  they  got  me  back  to 
Scarborough,  but  I  was  not  fenftble  how,  and 
they  had  me  to  Dorothy  yaques’s,  Houfe,  and 
when  there,  they  could  perceive  my  Lips  move, 
but  could  not  hear  what  I  faid,  until  one  laid 
an  Ear  clofe  to  my  Mouth,  and  fo  underftood 
that  I  faid.  If  they  gave  me  any  Lhing  that  <was 
flrong,  it  would-  carry  me  off  j  which  made 
them  very  cautious :  Plowever,  they  ftript  me 
and  changed  my  Shirt,  and  put  me  into  a 
warm’d  Bed,  and  applied  warm  Flannel  to  my 
Feet  for  three  Hours  together,  which  I  knew 
nothing  of,  being  then  altogether  fenfelefs. 


Jfaac 


[  242  ] 

IJaac  Skelton,  who  had  been  a  Companion 
of  mine,  in  the  Service  of  the  Truth,  through 
feveral  Counties,  hearing  of  this  Accident,  came 
immediately  and  got  into  Bed  to  me,  and  kept 
me  clofe  in  his  Bofom,  which  many  thought 
was  a  great  Means  to  preferve  my  Life.  ’John 
Dodgfon,  though  he  intended  for  the  Monthly¬ 
meeting,  exprefs’d  fo  great  a  Concern  for  me, 

,  that  he  faid.  He  'would  either  fee  me  in  a  Way  of 
Recovery,  or  die,  before  he  left  me  ;  yet  it  pleafed 
the  Lord,  of  his  infinite  Mercy  fo  wonderfully 
to  raife  me  up  again,  as  to  enable  me  to  be  at 
the  Meeting  next  Day,  and  alfo  to  bear  .fome 
Teftimony,  which  was  very  acceptable  and 
comfortable  to  Friends,  as  it  was  alfo  to  fee  me 
there  beyond  their  Expedtation  j  but  yet  I  was 
much  troubled  with  Pain,  the  flefhy  Part  of  my 
Shoulder  being  rent  by  the  violent  hauling  me 
out  of  the  Water. 

In  Gratitude,  my  Soul  can  do  no  lefs  than 
praife  and  magnify  the  Lord  for  this  great 
Deliverance,  and  all  his  other  Mercies,  who 
alone  is  worthy.  And  I  cannot  but  take  Notice 
of  Friends  Kindnefs  and  Goodwill  to  me,  in 
doing  whatfoev.er  they  could  for  me,  but  more 
efpecially  my  worthy  F riend  John  Dodgfon,  who 
hazarded  his  Life  to  fave  mine. 


FINIS. 
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